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Introduction. 


The merciless severity of the Paris Treaties of Peace 
stands alone in the History of the World. 

: The way in which these Peace-Treaties were pre- dab. 
pared, discussed and brought about is also without parallel. ae : 
They are not Peace-Treaties at all. Rather are they Peace- 

_ Commands, which the victors forced upon the vanquished. 

There being no question in them of mutual agreement, 
they are couched in terms of one-sided, arbitrary — sic 
volo sic jubeo — commands. The conditions, which were 
imposed without hearing the other party, are deeply humi- 
liating, and their object seems to have been to render the 
Enemy Powers harmless and, defenceless. 
_ The Paris Peace-Makers had not only not given a 
voice to the Representatives of the Enemy-Powers at he | 
Conference, but even showed them the discourtesy of i 
watching their movements in Paris. They were confined, : 
that is, completely shut up from the world in the apart- 
ments allotted to them. Such a humiliating, arbitrary, one+ 
sided and unjust Peace the world has never seen. 
If we compare the Paris Conference with the Vienna- 
Congress — now more than a hundred years old, — which 
was likewise a make-peace gathering after the great Napo- 
leonic wars, — we see an immense difference between - 

___ the two, — to the prejudice of the Paris Conference. There 

the victorious states treated conquered France on the basis 
of complete equality, and not only recognised Talleyrand, 

_ her representative, as their equal but showed him due 

“an honour, gave him a courteous hearing, and his influence 

made itself felt. The territories of pre-war France were not 

mutilated, neither was she in her national feeling, inde- 

pendence and Selfdetermination in any way restricted. 

The very reverse of this took place in Paris. Here rights 

of a thousand years old were trodden under foot and a 

quasi Slavery established. The Entente Powers with a light ie 

heart declared to the Hungarian Peace-Delegation, that — ee 
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actual possession of a thousand years gives no title of 


possession. 

They even made light of their own previous decla- 
rations and watch words. The Entente Powers, when they 
in December 1916 came to an agreement about the objects 
and principles of the war, — declared, — that it was only 
tor defending the right and liberty of the peoples, that 
fhey entered into a league. Wilson, in his 14 points pub- 
lished 8 January 1918—demanded Right of Selfdeter- 
mination for the peoples, and for the peoples of Austria- 
Hungary the right of free evolution by way of Autonomies. 
And what has become of the Right of Selfdetermination, 
of the Autonomies ? Oppression, arbitrariness, and tyranny. 

Among the aims of the war, as laid down by the 
British Government in 1918, — the division of the Austro- 
Hungarian Monarchy cannot be found. Lloyd George the 
Prime Minister on January 8 1918 declared that the divi- 
sion of the Monarchy did not constitute part of the War- 
plans, although to this effect soon earlier Propaganda had 
been set on foot. Edward Benes the Secretary of the Czecho- 
Slovak committee in Paris, so early as 1916, published a 
propaganda pamphlet with the motto ,Détruisez Tl Autriche- 
Hongrie* (Destroy Austria-Hungary) in which he claimed 
Upper Hungary to the Czechs, South Hungary to Great 
Serbia and Transylvania to Roumania. And yet the natio- 
nalities of Hungary at that time were busy with their 
declarations of loyalty to their country and to their king. 
The Roumanians of the Country did so, when Roumania 
commenced the war. Propaganda was then carried on not 
by inhabitants of Hungary but by Czechs, Serbs and 
Roumanians living in the countries on the borders of 
Hungary, who, for the purpose of obtaining alien terri- 


tories, established agencies in the Western Capitals which. 


spread abroad their slanders about the so called Hungarian 


Oppression of the Nationalities. These led astray the Sta- 
tesmen of the West who were unfamiliar with the state 


of things. 

Now-Nationalities in Hungary had enjoyed more 
rights than they did in any other country and happy were 
the National Minorities in the annexed territories if they 
enjoyed as much Right, Liberty and Public safety as 
Minorities had enjoyed in the pre-war Hungarian Kingdom. 

The Nationalities of Hungary did not suffer oppres- 
sion, persecution and violent Magyarization (in this .case 
how could they have survived and prospered through 
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several centuries). It was an English writer who pointed 
out the fact that the XLIV™ act 1868 of the Hungarian 
Legislature (the so called Nationality Law) had gone so 
far as to prejudice the interests of the ruling nation.’) 

It is an undeniable fact, that the Magyars were the 
first to found a stable state on this territory. The other 
Nationalities immigrated or were settled later — and so 
they are more recent comers.”) They were all of them treated 
by the Magyar State as citizens of equal rights with the 
aboriginal Magyars. Their language, religion and culture 
has never been meddled with. Only thus could they pre- 
serve their distinct nationality, become rich, develop a 
distinct Culture and rise even to the Royal Throne (Mathias 
Corvin). The request of the Hungarian Peace Delegation 
in Paris was that a Popular Suffrage should settle the 
disputed territorial questions. It was not acceeded to, because 
they could not be certain, that the result would square 
with their preconceived projects. 7he truth is, that Hun- 
gary’s division had been decided on before the Hungarian 
Peace Delegation made its appearance in Paris. Yhis was 
necessary to compensate the Associated Powers from two 
thirds of her territory. How great a crime, and — injustice 
this was — the misinformed Peace making States’men did 
not seem to realize then. 

Consequences have shown how great a Political crime 
it was, to dismember this country, formed by nature into 
a perfect Unity and rounded off completely by its moun- 
tains and water-system. Elisé Reclus, the celebrated French 
geographer, called Hungary a born country*, which no- 
where has its counter part. Michelet, the famous French 
Historian, speaking of the important services done by the 
Magyar Nation to Western Civilization — asks — ,when 
Shall we requite our debts to this blessed Nation — the 
saviour of the West?“ Clemenceau and his friends made 
a beautiful requital at Trianon. 

And on what right did they give parts of Hungary 
to the Czechs, Roumanians and Serbs? The Czechs had 
no historical right to Upper Hungary. They had never 
possessed it. The Hussites had been harassing and devas- 
tating parts of it, during a couple of decades in the 15% 


") Knatchbul-Hugessen: The political evolution of the Hun- 
garian Nation. London. 1910. 

*) Czoernig: Ethnographie der 6sterreichischen Monatchie, 
Wien, 1855. Ficker: Die V6lkerstamme der (sterreich-ungarischen 
Monarchie, Wien, 1867. 
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century, but they were driven out again. The Slovaks 
were a settlement of the Arpad Kings, who had been living ~ 
through many centuries in brotherly Union with the Magyars 
and even now look back with regret to the Hungarian 
‘rule, which gave them right, liberty and bread. Their pre- 
sent spiritual and national leader, Father Hlinka, has been 
saying that the Slovaks have suffered more under the 5 
years rule of the Czechs, than they did under the thousand 
years rule of the Magyars. The Czech language, religion 
and Culture are quite distinct. The Slovaks’ wish was not 
a Union with the Czechs but an autonomy. In the Pitts-~ 
burg Agreement stipulation had been made for the Auto- 
nomies of the Slovak and Ruthenian lands — the Czechs 
have fulfilled neither of these conditions. 

Apart from this, it has no counter part in the Worlds’ 
History that a nation which betrayed its ruler, (the Emperor- 
King) its country, (Austria) its flag, (military oath) should 
obtain alien lands for its betrayal. Alas the betrayal, the 
going over to the enemy of the Czechs was to be remu- 
nerated by a large piece from the body of truncated 
Hungary. 

The Vallachs (as they had. been called through cen- © 
turies) or Roumanians as they call themselves now, have 
likewise no historical right to Transylvania. True that — 
by falsifiing History, —- they assert themselves to be the 
descendants of Romanized Dacia. But, in truth, their mig- 
ration from the Balkans into Transylvania began only in 
the XII** century. Pushing forward in the steps of the 
Turkish extension they had been increasing more and more. 
They came first as shepherds to the Alpine pastures and mn 
gradually descended to the lower valleys. In the middle ae 
ages they had paid to the Hungarians Kings the 50" part * 
of their sheep as a duty (quinquagesima). 

In the latter years they became the Allies of The 
Central Powers. During the War the Ministerpresident of 
Bratianu declared, that they would join that beiligerent x 
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party which should gain the war. In September 1916 they 7 
attacked their Allies in the rear, they were expelled first oe 
from Transylvania, then from Old Roumania and concluded ia 
the Bucharest Peace on the former status-quo. ee 


At the end of the war, turning to advantage the 
armistice, they again crept into Transylvania, and during 
the Bolshevist regime invaded Hungary. After having totally 
sacked and pillaged it — they got as their spoil Transyl- 
vania, and half of the trans-Tisza District with two million 
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Magyars. Since then a brutal persecution of the Magyars 
has been going on. Schools are closed, religions are per- 
secuted, and Minority Rights-secured in the Peace Treaty- 
trodden under foot. Under the pretence of ,Agrarian 
Reform‘ the Magyars have been dispossessed of their 
landed property. And the League of Nations tolerates all 
this to the greater glory of this ,Peace of Justice“. 

As refugees were the Serbs admitted into South 
Hungary at the time of the Turkish Invasions. (In greater 
numbers in 1690.) For this hospitality they thanked Hun- 
gary by tearing away their Place of Refuge. But, anyhow, 
the Serb was at least an open enemy and made war 
valiantly. The Czech and Roumanian cannot say even this. 
They acquired with treason large territories of enemies’ 
Jand. Roumanian soldiers sang in December 1918 ,,We 
have gained a country without blood.“ 

This is called by the French ,the Peace of Justice“ 
and the ,Triumph of Civilization‘. 

Otherwise had the French spoken of old of the 
Magyars. Charles Louis Chassin, Historian and translator 
of Petéfi’s poems, in his book ,La Hongrie, son genie et 
sa mission“ (Paris 1856) writes of the past of the 
Magyar Nation: | 

, /hroughout long years, left to their own resources 
by the Princes of the West, all the energy of the Magyar 
Nation was completely absorbed by standing guard over 
the interests of Christianity and Western Culture and 
keeping back the Turks from advancing to the very heart 
of Germany. With such a zeal had this splended task been 
accomplished by Hungary, that, after having spilt her noble 
blood drop by drop on several fields of battle, at last she 
had succombed on the field of Mohacs. She had grown 
so weak, that her strength was not adequate for self 
preservation and so she was constrained to look about for 
protectors — and she found them in the Habsburgs. 

She kept her name and preserved her independence 
even under the rule of the Habsburgs. The jingle of the 
Clashing sabres proclaimed aloud that the people on the 
bank of the Danube had not fallen to sleep. The Nations 
looked with wondering admiration on the splended struggle 
as hero after hero from among this proud race rose to 
the defence of Europe and Hungary. 

The Magyar conquerors, come from Asia a thousand 
years ago, have kept their language and peculiarities, but 
without forcing it on the conquered peoples. A fault it was 
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undoubtedly, but a praiseworthy fault which shows that 
the Magyars even then instinctively felt and appreciated 
that holiest of holies — Human individuality. 


They did not wish to absorb the Roumanians into — 


themselves. The integrity of the Roumanian Nation, so 
much talked of lately, has been the work not so much 
of the Roumanians themselves as of the Magyars and the 
Turks. It would be well if, at times, this should occur to them. 

The Sovereign Magyar rule has nurtured or at least 
made possible the dream of a Great Roumania. 

They have never tried to Magyarise the Saxons, but 
honoured and defended them as guests. In possession of 
their language and peculiarities the Saxons had a local 
Autonomy of German character. They have developped 
just as if they had been governed from Germany. 

The Magyars not only allowed the Roumanians, 
Slovacks and Saxons to preserve their National individuality, 
but they did not even wish to make the lands, conquered 
by them, their own, by forcing on them their language 
and usages. 

Great and free would Hungary be — if she had had 
such levellers as the French had in France“ etc. 

It is now the seventh year that a dark and heavy 
anguish has been preying on the Magyar Souls. We are 
in complete uncertainty as to how long this is to last yet. 

As a thunderbolt the unfortunate issue of the war 
came down on us. Foreign enemy could not break through 
our valiantly defended frontiers. Nay-our armies stood 
deep in the Balkan countries. Yet at the end, under cover 
of the of the armistice, a whole crowd of the beaten enemy 
and home traitors inundated our country. Instead of the 
just Peace, trumpeted about, ii was we who (with the 
dismemberment of our country) had to pay the expenses 
of the war. 

With the Peace, imposed upon us by force, no one 
is satisfied in Hungary, and we deem it impossible to 
abide by its conditions. Material force we can not set 
against it but we must employ all of our moral and spiri- 
tual weapons to get the great injustice done to our country, 
remedied. 

We derive our hopes from the general European 
situation, that from real peace peoples are farther than 
ever, and chaos is reigning everywhere. Political, financial, 
economic and social troubles imperatively demand a read- 
justment. We are on the look-out for the rays of Hope, 
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to light up the clouded sky of our country and give us 
faith and strength for further endurance. 

Such promising signs appear in those foreign critiques 
which deem the Paris Peace-Treaties untenable and urge 
on a speedy revision of them. 

Books and declarations of leading men, both in 
Europe and America, are multiplying from day to day, 
which show clearly that the conscience of the world has 
reawakened, and that things can not remain long as they 
are. Europe has fallen into a lurch, and the world stands 
on its head. The Paris Peace Treaties if not remedied, 
will prove in the long run, for the Victorious Powers also 
a ,policy of Suicide“. 

I wish to pass in review the most important books 
and declarations, that have been published since the Con- 
clusion of Peace, on the necessity of a Revision. They 
are mostly from the Enemy Countries for | have deemed 
it inadvisible to resort to publications in the Central 
Powers’ Lands, as they might have been exposed to the 
charge of partiality. 


Budapest, 1926. 


Dr. Louis Szadeczky. 


PART I. 


English and American Critiques 
on the Peace Treaties 


hs 


John Maynard Keynes 


The first critique appeared while Peace Consultations 
were still going on, just after the conclusion, of the 


Versailles Peace and very deservedly caused a great sen- - 


sation throughout the World: 

Keynes John Maynard’s book: The economic con- 
sequences of the peace. (Cambridge 1919.) 

Keynes, professor of Political Economy at the Uni- 
versity of Cambridge, represented the British Treasury at 
the Peace-Conference, as expert delegate (till June 7th 1919). 
But satisfying himself, that there the principal actors were 
actuated not by justice and consideration, but by ill will 
and a revengeful spirit, resigned his position and wrote a 
sharp critique on the ,Carthagenian Peace“, which he 
called the most shameful deed in the History of Civiliza- 
tion. This treaty— says he — has been suggested by a blind 
passion and greediness. It is not a realization but a mockery 
of Wilson’s principles, contained in his 14 points. Its con- 
sequences will prostrate not only spoliated and vanquished 
Germany, but, on their further working, they will push 
suffering Europe also to the edge of material collapse and 
famine. He suggests ways and means through which, he 


thinks, the economic life of Europe can be saved. First ~ 


and foremost among these are the Revision of the Peace 
and fhe cancelling of the interallied War-debts. 

He bestows no special treatment on Hungary — the 
Trianon Peace then not yet being concluded — but he 
remarks that she has undergone great sufferings. That 
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Bolshevism has devastated and Roumanian occupation have 
thoroughly despoiled her. That her Valuta has deteriorated 
and therefore her War-debts and Reparation-obligations 
must be cancelled. 

Two .years after the appearance of this indictment 
came out Keynes’ second book: A revision of the 
treaty (London 1922). 

Passing in review the Operation and results of the 
Peace-treaties, so far known, he establishes the fact that 
none of their dispositions have been carried through, except 
the territorial changes and the disarmament of the vanquished. 
The critical economic state of Europe can not improve before 
the Peace. He makes proposals with regard to the amount 
of the Reparation-sums, fixed by the Reparation’s Com- 
mission in 138 milliard marks. In his view Germany’s 
liabilities, taking into account her possibilities, were to be 
fixed in 36 million gold-marks, to be paid in thirty year’s 
instalments (1260 million a year). With this sum she would- 
pay back ten times the amount exacted in 1870. 

He condemns the system of Occupations, denying 
the right of France to such a procedure. America and 
England should renounce their claims to the sums, lent 
to the European States and to the amount, falling to their 
share from the German reparation. The rest were to be 
divided between France and Belgium. [f France insisted, 
Shylock-like on her one pound of flesh from the body of 
Germany, then she also should pay her debts to the 
United States and England. With regard to the other 
States, he also advocates the cancelling of debts and in 
the case of Hungary also of reparations. 


2; 
Robert Lansing 


Not long after England Robert Lansing the conscience 
of America has made itself heard also. 

Robert Lansing foreign secretary of Wilson’s Cabinet, 
and the peace-delegate in Paris of the United States, has 
written a book under the title ,, The peace-negotiations“. 

Lansing on February 12th 1920, on the summons of 
Wilson, resigned his office, and to account for his resig- 
nation, he published the differences of view which severed 
his connection with the President. He did not approve 
— says he — of the President personally taking part in the 
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negotiations, for he saw beforehand, that this would unmake 


him, as it also happened. Wilson gave up his original 


plan of a League of Nations which should have been a 


security for great as well as small nations for the preser- 
vation of their political independence and _ inviolability. 
Renouncing the principle of the equal right of all nations, 
he adopted the principle, that the stronger should prevail, 
and that the five victorious great powers should have the 
casting vote. 

Lansing considered the Right of Selfdetermination, 
as laid down in Wilson’s 3rd point, in its very foundation 
erroneous. The word itself is charged with dynamite. The 
Peace has shown what does this amount to in practice. 
In connection with Czecho-Slovakia, he adduces the instance 
of alien Nationalities being transferred to a new State. 
On regulating territorial claims, a great many considerations 
are to be observed — etnographical, economic, geographi- 
cal, historical and strategic considerations. All these found 
in the Peace-treaties only a partial and one-sided applica- 
tion or were altogether set aside. Thus Austria has been 
forbidden to join Germany. The right of Selfdetermination 
has become a mere empty word. But in many countries it 
has been made use of by restless political elements for the 
destruction of State and Social-institutions. In many places 
they have seized by force the right of sovereignety over 
territories and State-organisations from the hands of those 
who with perfect right have exercised it through long ages."*) 
Nations with a land-hunger have founded their claims to 
territories on this Right of Selfdetermination”) The catch- 
word of Selfdetermination has occasioned these political 


disruptive tendencies. This principle has lost its credit in 


the life of realities and must be thrown aside, whenever 
it comes into collision with historical rights, with the 
security of nations and economic interests. Lansing con- 
siders this fatal mistake of Wilson dangerous to future 
peace. 

Wilson could only carry through his plan of a League 
of Nations, as he allowed his ideal scheme against a 
World-War to become an organ securing the execution of 
the Peace-treaties. From the organ of the security of Nations 
has become a defensive Alliance of the Victorious Great 


1) For this he could hardly have found a more crying example 
than the truncation of Hungary. 
*) Czechs, Roumanians, Serbs. 
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powers. So at the regulation of International Affairs not law 
and right but power and might will have the upper hand. 

One point of Wilson’s condemns secret Diplomacy. 
His intercourse, however, with the minister-presidents of 
the victorious Powers was carried on entirely in secret. 
So a Peace has come about, in which the Great Powers 
imposed their will on the vanquished. Secrecy and intrigue 
sullied the Paris consultations so the result could not be 
else than-imposture. They establish the truth of the ironical 
remark, made of secret diplomacy, that a diplomatist is 
such an honourable man, that he is employed for lying 
in the interests of his country. The Paris Peace-Treaties 
have not redeemed the good name of diplomatists but 
rather the contrary-they made it «worse. 

His final conclusion is, that the exactions of the 
Peace-treaties are not only hard and humiliating but many 
of them are utterly impracticable. The League of Nations 
will not realize its original object — to prevent war — 
on the contrary, it will be the source of new wars, since, 
by its constitution it is the instrument of the powerful 
to repress all efforts at rising of the nations made defenceless 
through disarmament. The conquered peoples have been 
given over to those who hate them. It may take them years 
to shake the yoke off — but that they will try it, it is so 
certain as that day follows night. 

The Peace-Treaties will not secure peace, because their 
foundation is laid on the shifting sand of Selfinterest. 


3. 
Critiques in the British Parliament 


Among English Critiques we must not pass by without 
mention the speeches held in the British Parliament 
concerning the Trianon Peace-Treaty. 

Captain Elliot in March 5th 1920, speaking on the 
Hungarian Question, has said that the frontiers of Hungary, 
as marked out by the Treaty are an impossibility. Never 
has the World seen such frontiers. 

Lord Newton said in the English House of Lords 
March 30th 1920, that Hungary had been a flourishing 
country before the war; the most perfect Geographical and 
Economical Unit in Europe. And now-it is proposed to 
tear it asunder. Her peoples are destined fo exchange a 
higher Culture for a lower one. The worst of it is that 
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3';, million Magyars and I*/, million Germans are to be 
transposed like cattle from one State to another without 
taking their opinion abut it. He insists on having a Popular 
Suffrage. 

Viscount Bryce,') on the same occasion. said that 
the only right way of dealing with the question would be 
a Popular Suffrage. The Magyars and Széklers — says 
he — are a high-minded people, with a strong feeling of 


patriotism. They will never be reconciled to a state of — 


things which they consider unjust. 

Viscount Bryce, spoke of Hungary on the occasion 
of the Ratification of the Trianon Treaty also. He strongly 
condemned the hard conditions, imposed upon Hungary, 
and protested against injustice. 

Hungary — says he — ts one of the Oldest King- 
doms in Europe, in which one of the most liberty loving 
peoples is living. Hungary has played an important part 
in the History of the World. Through many centuries she 
has been fighting valiantly for her liberty against the 
Habsburgs and always had a warm sympathy for England. 
It has been established beyond possibility of doubt, that 
her Minister-President Count Steven Tisza, in the Crown- 
Council preceeding the outbreak of the war, used all his 
influence for the preservation of Peace. 

On the results of the Peace he speaks thus: 

,In Eastern Europe and the Balkans peoples of 
different races and languages are living in close proximity, 
so mixed up with each other, that it is impossible to place 
every community under a government of its own race. But 
the Paris Peace-Treaties have shot far beyond the mark. 
The principle of National Selfdetermination has simply been 
thrown out of the Window, even in cases, where it would 
have been right to apply it. Take for instance the case of 
the Széklers. They are living on the outskirts of Transyl- 
vania between the Moldavian frontier and Maros-Vasarhely. 
Might it not have been possible to draw the Magyar frontier- 
line in such a way as to include the Magyar parts of 
Transylvania and the Széklerland? Or if this would have 
been difficult, why was not the question solved by way 
of a corridor which should have established a connection 


- between the Széklers and the other Magyar speaking parts 


of Transylvania? Or why has not Autonomy been stipulated 


‘) A Historian, formerly professor of Oxford University and — 


several times Minister of State. 
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for them instead of this purely Magyar population being 
ordered under Roumanian rule, which has shown already 
what use it makes of the power, placed in its hands? 

It is inexcusable, that purely Magyar towns e. g. 
Kolozsvar,!) Nagyvdrad*) and Arad*) have been given over to 
Roumania under the pretence, that their neighbourhood 
contains a large number of Roumanian population. For, 
this means, that the intelligent, cultured and enterprising 
inhabitants of these towns, from whom enlightenment 
has spread to the neighbouring country, from whom the 
population of the villages have learnt a higher Civilization 
and Culture, should be handed over and sacrificed to an 
illiterate, backward multitude. The whole country must 
experience a speedy retrogression the higher Magyar Culture 
being thus pushed into the back*ground. 

Pozsony*) has been given over to the Czechs, that 
they may have a Danube port. But this object might have 
been attained without placing Jarge districts of almost 
purely Magyar speech under their rule. The celebrated 
Universities of Pozsony and Kolozsvar have been taken 
from the Magyars. They have lost also all their forests, 
all that mountainous district which encircles the Great 
Plain. 

It is said, that provision has been made for the 
defence of the Minorities. It has appeared already what 
this is worth. The new Roumanian rulers are at work 
rooting out the Magyar language and putting the Roumanian 


1) Kolozsvar 


Population in 1910: 60,808 
Magyar os Roumanian rey German le 
3) Nagyvarad 
Population in 1910: 64169 
421 ,604 , 
Magyar ere Roumanian 6°), German 5°, 
? Arad 
Population in 1910: 63,166 
Magyar eee Roumanian cea German BON, 
*) Pozsony 
Population in 1910: 78,223 


31,705 32,790 | 11,673 
Magyar 40°69, German 41:99/, Slovak 14:90 , 
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an its stead. Since the Roumanians occupied the country, 
religous and racial persecutions have been ceaselessly 
going on. 

What the Great Powers are doing to day is nothing 
else than a trial to heal old grievances by new and greater 
ones. There is an utter disregard of Wilson’s 14 points. 

We hope forarebirth of Hungary. I have full confi- 
dence about the future of that Country. For, what can make 


a country great, — is the spirit of the people and this 
spirit — the spirit of the Hungarian Nation — is not 
broken. 

4. 


A report of the American Unitarian Asso- 
ciation’s Committee on Transylvania Under 
Roumanian rule 


In 1920 the Brittish and Foreign Unitarian Association 
as well as the American Unitarian Association have commis- 
sioned the Rev. W. H. Drummond to study and report on 
the condition of the Unitarian Church in Transylvania, 
under Roumanian rule. As a consequence of his Report, 
the American Unitarian Association organisied a Committee 
for alleviating the distress of the Transylvanian Church. 

The Committee raised a considerable sum of money. 
For taking over this fund, and carrying the greetings of 
the American Unitarians to their Transylvanian brethren, 
they sent out a delegation of 3 members. 

This delegation travelled over almost the whole of 
Transylvania. In their travels they visited 105 towns and 
villages. Since the Roumanian Occupation, the members 
of this mission were the first foreigners, who subjected 
Transylvanian relations to a thorough examination. They 
had exceptionally good opportunities of observing the 
methods of Roumanian rule in their bearing on the Magyar 
churches and schools. 

I. In their Report, under the heading ,General 
Remarks“ they set forth, that after 3 months stay in the 
country, they have arrived at the conclusion that Roumanian 
rule in Transylvania, by turning every thing upside down, 
has created a quite impossible state of things. Leaving 
out of consideration the theoretical right of the cession of 
Transylvania to the Roumanians — it has placed more 
than 2 millions of people of Western Culture under the rule 
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of a nation of half Eastern Morals and Culture.’) It has 
extended the Balkan swamp, with its miasmatic athmosphere 
into a country, which has, thus far, been free from 
it. The situation is exactly the same as if part of the 
South-Western portion of the United States were to be 
annexed to Mexico, and several millions of Americans were 
compelled to live under a form of Government developed 
in the latter country. Their opinion is that if Autonomy is 
not secured to Transylvania, such as England has given 
to South Africa after the Boer war — it will be impossible 
for the Magyars to remain in the country. Hungarian 
institutions will undergo a sudden decay and soon perish. 
It is evident that Roumanian policyfrom the beginning, 
has been aiming at this. | 

Its immediate result has been the complete welding 
together of the Magyars, in the teeth of the new rule. 
Roman-Catholic, Calvinist, Lutheran, Unitarian and Jew; the 
Aristocracy, the Middle Classes, the Peasantry have become 
one. Every difference, every clashing of separate interests 
has ceased before the one common danger. 

The ways of roumanising the country are expatriation, 
settlement of strangers, persecution and terror. The conduct 
of the Roumanian State towards the Churches and schools 
of the Minorities, as centres of national sentiment, is without 
parallel in History. 

1. Expatriation and Settlement. The first step, at the » 
beginning of the Roumanian Occupation, was, to send back 


') In Transylvania of the Magyars above 6 years of age there 
are 75°, who can write and read, of Germans 91°, of Roumanians 
(in Transylvania and in the Kingdom of Rumania) only 35°/,; in Tran-. 
sylvania 64°/, of the educated middle-class (having finished eight 
classes of a middle school) profess to be Magyar, 17°, io be 
German and only 17:2°,, to be Roumanian (census of 1910.) In 
Transylvania in the villages with at least 3000 inhabitants there are 
65°/, Magyars and Germans, 32°2% Roumanians, in the towns and 
boroughs 748°/, Magyars and Germans, 23°4°;, Roumanians, in the 
villages with less than 1000 inhabitants there are 66°, Roumanians, 
while in the greatest (municipal) towns 87°/, Magyars and Germans. 
The Magyars and Germans occupy the fertile plains and hills in the 
centre of the land; while the greater part of the Roumanians are settled 
on the mountainous regions of the South, East and North, more adapted 
to cattle breeding, than agriculture. The-territories with a Roumanian 
majority commence where the hill and walley regions merge into 
the high mountains, also in the backwood and uucivilized districts. 
These facts bear eloquent witness to the great difference which 
separates the Magyars and Germans from the Roumanian element 
in Transylvania. 
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to Hungary all those who were not born in Transylvania, 
The second measure was directed against men in Office, 
included professors and teachers, who were summoned to 
take the oath of Allegiance to the Roumanian State. Most 
of them refused, because the Peace Conference at that time 
had not yet arrived at final decision, concerning Transylvania. 
The Roumanian State politicians saw it clearly, that in the 
wake of this summons, a strong movement in these Classes 
would follow and they would emigrate into Hungary, 
which actually so happened. Their Places were left void, 
and a sudden inundation of new men, mostly from Bucharest 
came on and flooded the villages and towns of Tran- 
sylvania. 

A most touching-instance of this expulsion we had 
an opportunity of witnessing in May, while at Kolozsvar. 
The Roumanians took possession of the Institute for 
Hungarian deaf, dumb and blind children, kept up by 


private funds and subscriptions. The Transylvanian children . 


were sent back to their several homes. Those born in 
Hungary — 15 in number — were supplied with bread, 
put into an empty cattle-truck and sent over the frontier 
into Hungary. To a physician who wished to accompany 
them, permission was. denied. 


2. Paltry persecutions, Not the most patiently bearable " 


trials of the Transylvanian Magyars were the petty haras- 
sings, bullyings and tyrannisings, to which they were con- 
tinually exposed at the hands of a hostile Administration. 
One of the chief. means of annoyance was the question of 


language. All the intercourse of the Magyars with the 


Authorities was to be carried on in the Roumanian 
language. 

Another annoyance is the succession of the Rouma- 
nian festivals e. g. the Eastern Calendar is a week behind 
the Western. Now-the great majority of the inhabitants 
of the towns is Magyar. On occasion of the National and 
Ecclesiastial feast-days every householder is bound to 
decorate his house with Roumanian flags of prescribed 
dimensions. Not only this. The National and Religions 
Minorities are constrained, after having kept their own 
feast days to celebrate on the following week the National 
and Religions festivals of the State and the Greek Church. 
This demands, that they must interrupt their ordinary day- 
work, must shut up their shops for one or two days. In 
some places Magyars are even ordered to attend at the 
Celebrations, The decree among other things orders that 


; 
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Church Functionaries, in their vestments — as well as 
scholars and teachers of both National and Religious schools, 
without distinction of creed, are to appear in the Te Deum 
procession of the Greek Church. 

The exasperation is hightened by the demolition and 
mutilation of the National Monuments. At Maros-Vdasarhely 
the monumental bust of Pet6fi, the greatest Hungarian poet, 
as well as the statues of Rak6éczi, Bem and Kossuth were 
shattered. 


3. The terror. During our travels in Transylvania we 
have gained the impression that the atrocities are parts of 
a deeply cogitated system, whose object is to keep the 
Magyar population in constant terror. 


4. Arrests and Internments. At Sepsi-Szentgyorgy, after 
our meeting, held on June 13th the lay president of the church 
and another gentleman were arrested and kept in prison, 
because some of the Audience inadvertently had begun 
to sing the National Anthem (There is no law in Tran- 
sylvania to prohibit the singing of this Anthem). We heard 
many cases where sudden arrests were followed by long 
detentions without trial. 


5. Beatings, corporeal punishment is still in use. The 
Roumanians employ beatings arbitrarily, without discrima- 
tion, merely to strike terror. 


Il. Hungarian Churches. These are undoubtedly consi- 
dered by the Roumanian Government as the main strong- 
holds of National feeling and this is certainly true, since 
in Transylvania religion and Nationality are strongly con- 
nected with one another. The Magyars are all Calvinists, 
Roman Catholics, Lutherans and Unitarians — while the 
Roumanians are either Greek Orientals or Greek Catholics. 
Consequently the vigilant supervision of the Roumanian 
Authorities hovers heavily on the Magyar Churches and 
their doings. We have seen enough of this, to convince 
ourselves that —- in the interest of a speedy Rouman- 
isation they consider the weakening of these institutions- 
necessary. 


1. The persecution of Roman Catholic priests and 
Protestant pastors — no doubt — on account of their 
important position in the Community, has been ceaselessly 
going on from the beginning. Roumanian Policy, it is well 
known, has been directed to the suppression of the leading 
elements of the Minorities. Many a sad tale have we heard 
from the one hundred pastors we have visited, about their 
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new ruler’s dealing with them. (9 of them were detained pa 
and imprisoned). oe 

2. The restriction of Meetings. The restriction of the ae 
right of free assemblies renders the religious activity of the 
Churches very difficult. With the exception of the religious 
services — the holding of meetings is dependent on a 
special permit and can take place only in the presence of 
a censor. This permit is very difficult to obtain. We have 
heard of cases where the term of the meeting was fixed 

3 months after the date, asked for. a 

The most powerful means of weakening the Churches 
is however the so called ,Agrarian Reform‘. We have 
seen enough of the practical application of this law, to 
gain the conviction, that it is meant for weakening the 
power and influence of the Magyar Churches. The greatest 
part of the Churches’ property, as it is natural in an 
Argricultural: Country, consists in lands. These for the most 
part, have been expropriated. 

III. Religious schools. Before the Roumanian Occup- 
ation the Transylvanians sent their children either to State pe 
schools or to Confessional schools-assisted by the State. a 
The Roumanian authorities employed every artifice to get "i 
these schools in their power. All the State-schools they | 
have taken over and to the religious schools denied every es 
State-aid (Numerous instances adduced.) Re 

At Maros-Vasarhely and in other greater towns the a 
Municipial schools, too, were taken over by the State and 
the Roumanian language made in them the medium of 
instruction. While they had to import scholars for the 
higher Classes — the Hungarian children are cramped for 
places in the buildings left for them. 

IV. The infringement of the Minorities’ Treaty. Our ob- 
servations in Transylvania have shown that the Roumanians, 
in almost all relations, have infringed the Minorities’ law, 
signed by them on December 9th 1919. 

1 The alienation of Church-funds. The expropriation 
of the landed property of the Unitarian and other Churches 
is in direct contravention with the decree itself, on the 
ground of which the expropriation was effected. And we er 
came to the conclusion that the object of the expropriations ee 
tends more to the weakening of the Churches, than to the 
supplying with land of the landless. 

2. The confiscation of schools. The seizure of build- 
ings, possessed by Civil and Religious Communities and 
the claim that the rightful owners should pay rent for 
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those that were left into their use, is also an infringement 
of the Treaty. The seizure of them runs counter also to 
the Treaty made on December 9th, according to which 
Roumania is prepared — with reservation of the supreme 
control of the Roumanian State — to give complete local 
autonomy to Székler and Saxon communities in matters 
of religion and Public Instruction. 

3. The Subtraction of National grants. Magyar 
Churches and schools at present receive no State grants in 
Transylvania. The Treaty of December 9th 1919 stipulates, 
that in such towns and villages where Roumanian subjects, 
belonging to Minorities of religion and language, live in 
considerable numbers—these Minorities are to be considered 
at the appropriation of National and Communal grants, or 
other Public Funds to educational, religious or charity 
purposes, e. g. they have a right to a considerate partici- 
pation in these funds. We believe, that, while the Rou- 
manian State succours the Greek-Oriental Churches and 
schools from public funds — in terms of the Treaty it is 
bound to bestow a proportional aid on churches and 
schools of other denominations also. 

4. The curtailment of individual liberty. A very conspi- 
cuous instance of the curtailment of individual liberty has 
repeatedly aroused our attention. The Treaty of December 
9th 1919 orders that such individuals as have exercised 
their option, — are bound to transfer their habitation, within 
18 months, to the State of which they wish to become 
subjects. However, they may keep their immovable property, 
they may eventually possess on Roumanian Territory. We 
have met a great many such people, who were refused 
permission to go over to Hungary, before they have disposed 
of their property by selling it. (Instances are adduced.) 

Postscript. In the ,Inquirer*, number October 30th 
1920 the Rev. W. H. Drummond writes: Mr. Snow’s 
(Boston) above report is based on the careful examination 
of more than one hundred churches, which they have visited 
in different parts of the country in a tour of more than 
three months duration. With a minuteness, embracing every 
circumstance, he sets forth the heavy charges, raised by 
this mission against the Roumanian Government. The old 
Protestant Churches, Unitarian as well as Reformed, are 
threatened with the danger of extinction. This is at present 
the most serious religious problem in Europe. Were not 
Transylvania so much out of the way, and had we not 
also our own cares and anxieties — our country would 
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ring with indignant protests. But even so as it is, the 


adherents of religious liberty and good Government can 
not look on with indifference. 


D; 


Report of the Presbyterian World Alliance on 
the State of Transylvania under Roumanian 
rule 


The Alliance wished to respond to the repeated appeals 
of the Hungarian Reformed Church (a member of the Alliance) 
which in several pathetic letters implored the aid of the 
Alliance against the persecutions, committed both during 
the Armistice, and after the conclusion of the Peace. The 
Alliance then resolved to send a commission to visit the 
Hungarian and Transylvanian Magyar Churches. The com- 
mission at the beginning of the Autumn of 1920, set out 
on its journey and visited in turn Prague, Briin, Pozsony 
in Czecho-Slovakia; Budapest and Debrecen in Hungary; 
Nagyvarad, Kolozsvar and a few other centres of religious 
life in Transylvania and lastly Bucharest. 

They emphasize in their Report, that they have ex- 
perienced every where, on the part of both Civil and 
Church authorities, a most courteous reception and that the 
warm feeling, with which they were received both in 
Hungary and Transylvania has been deeply touching and 
impressive. 

From Prague they went to Pozsony, formerly a Hun- 
garian town but now, under the name of Bratislawa is 
destined to be the Capital of Slovakia. There, Lutherans 
and Reformed brought out common complaints, that the 
Czecho-Slovak rule and the Municipal administration is 
characterised by violence, that the Czech autorities look 


with suspicion on the doings of their Churches; that personal — 


liberty is not respected; that they meddle with their school- 
affairs. Teachers are expelled and school-buildings taken 
away by force. In the fold of the Magyar Reformed Church 
many educated middle-class families are missing — they 
were driven out by the Czechs. Maintainers of families 
were removed from public service, and so-deprived of their 
means of living, to make way for Czechs and Slovaks. In 
this way several families, belonging to the Church, were 
compelled to leave the town. There was great anxiety 
about the fate of the beautiful church, parochial residence, 
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and other denominational buildings, built at great expense, 
on a high-lying part of the town. With sorrow and 
anxiety they have heard the sad fate which has befallen 
our churches. ¢ 

In Budapest, at the Kalvin-tér church, they adressed 
a crowded Audience. It was an impressive and solemn 
occasion for us all — they write — to hold speeches to 
the members of this great and proud Nation, wchich 
suffered humiliation not only in the war but had undergone 
a Communist terror and the agonies of a Roumanian 
Occupation. In Hungary the signs of a shocking adversity 
have surrounded us on all sides, made the more impressive 
by the valiant and energetic spirit with which the misfortunes 
were born. At the sight of this National mourning, we 
needed all our self-restraint not to forget impartiality and 
the exclusion of Politics. For it is known to friends and 
foes alike, that Hungary’s responsibility in bringing about 
the war is less than any other’s of the Central Powers. It 
is known, that, during the war, she had treated our 
country-men, who remained behind on _ her territories, 
with unexampled generosity. It is known that the Peace-treaty 
presses harder on her than on Germany and Austria. 
Whatever faults this Nation may have committed, the brave 
spirit and strong patriotism of the people has filled us with 
admiration. It is to us, that they look for moral and religious 
sympathy and help. We have visited the crowded trucks 
on the railway-sidings, where the refugees from the Occupied 
territories live by thousands, cramped for place, amidst their 
houshold property, brought over from their old homes. 
Some of them came voluntarily, but most of them were 
driven out to this sad exile. Gentry- officials, labourers are 
living here pell-mell together, all of them in the greatest 
poverty. A pitiful spectacle of the weed growing up after 
the mowing of the war. And these were only a fragment 
of those who were without a lodging. We have seen even 
more pitiful haunts of misery, where neglected and rickety 
children lived with their parents on the morsels of Charity. 
These also were refugees, victims of a misdirected race hatred. 
Apart from these — from the Hungarian Capital we have 
brought pleasant memories also. The greatest kindess has 
been shown to us by every body. 

Our next Station to the east was Debrecen. This 
town, from the time of the Reformation, has been a strong 
bulwark and centre of Hungarian Calvinism, and chief 
seat of an ecclesiastical district, which has been cut in 
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two parts by the Peace-Treaty. It is a very serious circum- 
stance, that a great part of this district falls now to the 
occupied territories, 

From Debrecen we have gone to Nagyvdrad and 
called on the Reformed minister, and questioned him on 
the condition of his Congregation. We have heard the 
same complaints over again which we heard at Pozsony. 
Valuable members of his church with their families were 


driven out or voluntarily joined the busily arriving refugee. 


trains. The activities of the congregation are hampered by 
military or police-control. Dejection and anxiety reign in 
every house etc. 


Properly speaking Kolozsvdr was the object of our 


journey. Here we heard, that Mr. Goodwin, the English 
consul had not got our letters and also the instructions 
of the foreign Ministry had gone astray. The same fate 
had befallen — it is very characteristic of the Roumanian 
Postal Service — our letters to Miss Boyd and to Charles 
Nagy, the indefatigable bishop of the Transylvanian Refor- 
med Church. Our intention was not to accept in Tran- 
sylvania either Magyar or Roumanian hospitality, but to 
take a neutral lodging in a Hotel. But Mr. Goodwin was 
unable to find for us a Hotel. So Bishop Charles Nagy had 
his office rooms transformed into sleeping apartments for 
us (Part of his lodging had been requisitoned by the town 
authorities, so he could not offer it to us). The exercise 
of this hospitality — just after our departure — served 


for occasion to the Roumanian Authorities to demand of. 


him 6 furnished chambers for the family of a Roumanian 
officer, which were to be delivred immediately. Neither 
the official position of the Bishop, nor the fatal illness of 
his wife were sufficient reasons for withholding them from 
the immediate execution of the requisition. 

From Kolozsvadr we have madetrips to a number of 
picturesque Transylvanian towns. We have visited Torda, 
Nagye:.yed, Marosvdsarhely, Sepsiszentgyérgy, Kézdivdasar- 
hely and Brasso.‘) The most unfeeling pulpit-orator must 
have been deeply moved by the crowded audiences, which 


Polulation 1910 Magyar Roumanian German 


1) Torda 13,455 9,674 3,389 100 
Nagyenyed 8,663 6.497 1,940 163 
Marosvasarhely 25,517 22,790 L717 606 
Sepsiszentgy6rgy 8,665 8,361 108 158 
Kézdivasarhely 6,079 5,970 50 37 


Brasso6 41,056 17,831 11,786 10,841 
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filled the churches not only on sundays, but even on 
weekdays. Everywhere, everywhere we were presented 
with nosegays of beautiful flowers. Everywhere we have 
subjected to a thorough going examination both the personal 
relations of the pastors and the distressing condition of 
the Magyar Protestant Churches. 

From Transylvania, on an exacrable night-journey, 
we have made a trip to Bucharest. A train 3 hours late, 
a carriage not properly heated, sleeping berths previously 
ordered, but given to others by officials, bribed by tips, 
numbers of passengers shivering with cold on the side 
boards of the cars, luggage vans and passages crowded 
with people — these are the phantoms, that have remained 
in our memory from our journey to the Roumanian Capital. 
Here there was. no congregation to visit, the activity of 
the one Reformed Church being suspended. The 5 days, 
we were there, were spent with discussions and interviews. 
if we had had difficulties in getting to Bucharest — through 
the same corruption and incapacity of the Authorities — 
we were nearly constrained to postpone our departure. 
It came to our knowledge that fellow-passengers of the 
Paris Symplon Express could get their tickets only after 


having paid down 2000 lei or francs, as a tip. Thanks 


to the British Embassy, at the last moment, our long 
before ordered sleeping cars were secured and to we could 
make our return journey according to our original plan. 

In summarizing their opinion on the Transylvanian 
question, they give as their verdict, that both the National and 
the Religius problems are very complicated in this country, 
which in its Ethnical relations, culture and religion shows 
greater variations than any other country in the World. 
Traditional antipathy and religious isolation keep apart 
Roumanian and Magyar. 

‘We believe, that the Transylvanian question ts especially 
urgent and it demands immediate settlement, if we wish to 
preserve peace and prevent a catastrophe. Our opinion is 
that the complaints of the Magyar Reformed church have 
been fully substantiated. We have satisfied ourselves, that 
a whole series of violent brutalities characterize the occupation 
and administration of the ceded territories; that a racial 


feeling of revenge has been at work in the violences 


cruelties and other grievances, which have selected for 
victims our churches and their pastors. The latter not 
because they were Protestants or Reformed but because by 
their extraction and education, they were Magyars and as 
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such were considered the born leaders of the political 
malcontents. Pastors and others from the intellectual classes 
confessed to us, that they were beaten or imprisoned, 
Some were kept in prison for months without a judicial 
decision. Petitions for redress are generally not taken 
account of or refused — nay sometimes even punished, 
as offences against the honour of Roumania. Adherence 
to race or language is considered a political crime, if 
shown by the Magyars now. Such attitude of the Roumanians, 
under the Magyar rule, was considered patriotism. Church 
property, forests, — school buildings~ceded to the State 
under reservation — were confiscated without any indem- 
nity, in a way which would have been inexcusable even 
after a military conquest. The meetings of the ecclesiastical 
bodies are forbidden, except in some cases, one of 
which we may relate from our own experience e. g. that 
at a certain place, the local administration extorted 92 lel 
for the permit of holding an evening religious meeting. 
The receipt given we have kept. In Bucharest the Authorities 
were incredulous of such stories, but when they gained 
conviction of the truth of them, they expressed their disap- 
proval. At Kézdi-Vasarhely, during our short stay, even 
in our very presence, a horrid example of racial-brutality 
was committed by a gen’darme without the slightest provo- 
cation. To the brutality of this man the attention of his 
superiors had been several times called, without the least 
effect. The victim was a defenceless boy, about 10 years 
old, who with his head beaten in, and his body horribly 
bruised fell senseless on the spot. We felt it our duty to 
report this case in Bucharest. Involuntarily, the conviction 
has forced itself upon us, that no earnest effort is being 
made by the Government to keep its minor instruments 
under strong control and due subjection. Thus far, it has 
done nothing to gain the loyalty of its Magyar subjects 
and with more effectiv measures than mere force and terror, 
to prevent the formation of a , Hungaria irredenta“, threaten- 
ing the peace of South Eastern and Middle Europe. 

We think, that it is the duty of the Roumanian Go- 
vernment, owing to its Magyar subjects, as well as to its 
good name, to repair the fault, committed at the outset — 
of exacting an oath of allegiance, before the territory in 
question became legally their own by the decision of the 
Paris Conference. 

Thus a shameful disgrace attaches to the policy of 
the territorial aggrandisement of the Roumanian kingdom. 
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If the king and his Government do not set about to re- 
move it, Nemesis certainly will overtake their country. 

It must be known to the League of Nations, that, just 
to anticipate a situation like the present one certain sti- 
pulations were expressly inserted in the Treaty Now these 
stipulations are utterly disregarded, and after our experiences 
in Bucharest, we may say safely—intentionally disregarded. 
It is well known, that these stipulations had only with 
great reluctance been accepted by them. Many of their 
state’smen consider even now, that they are inconsistent 
with the sovereign rights of Roumania. So the Entente has 
got into a lurch with its supposed safeguards. But one 
thing is certain-Western public opinion would never have 
acquisced in the cession of these territories, without these 
stipulations. The flat denial of responding to duties solemnly 
undertaken, can have no other consequence than the in- 
validation of her rights, — acquired in the treaty. 

After this they enumerate the articles of the Peace 
guaranteeing the rights of the Minorities and con- 
tinue thus. 

If, in the light of our experiences and studies, we 
cast a glance on these stipulations and promises — we 
find that there is hardly one among them, which has been 
observed. We believe it is high time for demanding some- 
thing more than mere paper securities. The guarantee, 
vouchsafed by Vojvoda Vajda, then Prime Minister, at the 
London Conference, has proved utterly worthless. Tran- 
sylvanian Officials lay the blame of it on the Central 
Authorities in Bucharest, and these, in their turn, heartily 
abuse their Transylvanian agents. So the members of our 
Commission have been ground between these two mill- 
stones. The Entente Council is under heavy responsibility 
for having rejected our representation to send out a com- 
mission for a thorough examination of the situation. This 
labour has been assigned to a commission, working quite- 
independently and being besides incompetent for judicial 
decisions. A commission of the American Unitarian As- 
sociation has lately published its Report under the title 
,/ransylvania under Roumanian rule“ which is nothing 
less, than a detailed indictment, based on experiences and 
studies made on the spot, during three months stay and 
travelling about in the country. On the part of the American 
Churches of Christ’s Union a Commission has also visited 
the country and published its Report. Their statements 
and facts agree in full with our own experiences made in 
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the case of the Reformed churches. We would be glad 
if we could convince the Great Powers of the absolute — ee 
necessity of an intervention. aes 
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The Rev. Louis C. Cornish: Transylvania 
in 1922 


Report of the Commission sent by the American and British Uni- 
tarian Churches to Transylvania in 1922. (Boston, 1923.) 


The Commission, starting from England, went first 
to Bucharest to present themselves to the Roumanian Go- ei 
vernment. Their forerunners were The Rev. W. H. Drummond a 
of London who, was the first Englishman, to make a visit ae 
to Transylvania in 1919. The second visit was that of The eo 
Rev. Sidney B. Snow and his two Associates, representatives ai 
of the American Unitarian Association — in 1920. Their * ae 
Reports drew such a sad picture of the Condition of the — eS 
Schools and Churches in Transylvania as to give occasion . 
for a third visit. 

The Rev. L. C. Cornish and his there associates 3 
travelled through Transylvania. They visited the Transylva- ey 
nian Unitarian Churches and schools and published a 
detailed Report of their experiences. ae 

For an introduction, they sketch the general condi- | 
tions and the personal grievances from the beginning of 
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the Roumanian Rule. First they notice that, in the very 

first days, about 20,000 Roumanians flocked to Kolozsvar 
from the ,Regat* e. g. Old Roumania, and swelled the he 
number of the population from 60,000 to 80,000. Their vale 
First action was to take over the administration of the town, ig 
and locate the new comers in the houses of the old in- AS 
habitants. Without waiting for the conclusion of Peace, they Bases 
laid hold of the University with its rich installations and | i 
equipments and drove away the professors and more than 2000 a 
students. They went on with their work of ,purgation“, a 
and drove out from the offices the Magyar state-servants. a 
Then came the turn of the ,suspicious* and the ,patriots“. 
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In consequence of these regulations more and than 5000 of the 
Unitarians have escaped or emigrated to Budapest and 
hundreds of thousands of the other religious bodies to all 
parts of Hungary. This is a very sad state of things-indeed. 

The persecution of Nationalism was soon followed 
by the oppression of the Magyar schools, Colleges and 
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Churches. These inStitutions, for centuries the seats of a 
higher culture, have suffered a sad lowering in their position. 
The Eastern ideals, habits and ,no-culture“ of Roumanianism 
went straight at the Magyar institutions, grown up on the 
traditions of Western Culture. Roumanian language has been 
forced on the schools, and Magyar language and Culture 
pushed in the back-ground. Denominational schools were 
closed under false prietences, and their lands were taken 
away by the Agrarian Reform Law. In Transylvania the 
question of education is inseparable from the exercise of 
the Minorities rights. And these rights Roumania engaged 
to observe. 7he very serious grievances of our co-religionists 
necessitate a speedy action on the part of the American and 
English sister-churches. 

In the course of July 1922 they visited 50 Unitarian 
churches and schools. They heard their almost unbearable 
grievances, for which no redress can be expected as the 
Roumanian Government is evidently aiming at the exter- 
mination of the Magyar Culture. And yet these Churches 
and schools had been in the East the frontier-fortresses of 
Western Culture and Protestantism and their perishing 
would mean a sad loss to Civilisation. Urgent help is 
necessary ! 


7. 
Robert Birkhill: Seeds of War 


Political study of Austria, Hungary, Czecho-Slovakia, Roumania and 
Jugo-Slavia 1922. (London 1923) 


In this work Birkhill treats of the conditions of the 
Succession States of the Austro Hungarian monarchy. 

The Minorities complaints aroused his attention, 
telling him that the new State-formations had not brought 
with them the Golden Age of Liberty. He made his journey 
in the new States in order to study their conditions. 

He spoke on the Czech question with Czech and 
Slovak leading politicians. The Czechs extolled order. Pater 
Hlinka, a Roman Catholic Slovak, whom the Czechs had 
imprisoned for saying that the Slovaks, under the 1000 
years of Magyar rule did not suffer so much, as they did 
during a couple of years under the Czechs. He told him, 
that his wish was a Slovak Autonomy. Tell in England 
— said he — that Czehs and Slovaks were not the same 
people. Their language is different; their religion is not 


30 


the same — the Czechs being Hussites, the Slovaks Roman 
Catholics and Lutherans; then — the Czehs are engaged 
in industries, the Slovaks are tillers of the land — they 
are distinct in every thing. 

History shows, that a minority of higher Culture 
never succeeds in raising to itself a ruling majority of 
lower intelligence, but itself sinks to a lower level. This 
is a loss for Civilization which should not be tolerated. 

This is especially true with regard to Transylvania, 
where Magyar and Saxon Culture are.several hundred years 
old, while it is only in the newest generations, that the 
Roumanians may be said to have an educated class. The 
great mass of them, however, even now is ignorant, without 
schooling, brutal. This circumstance is brought out in a 
strong light by their behaviour in their unhoped for new 
situation and especially by the oppression of the Minorities. 
Under pretence of an Agrarian Reform they have confiscated 
the landed property of the Magyars. They have demolished 
every Magyar Work of Art in the whole country and 
carried on a ceaseless persecution of the Minority Churches 
and schools. At Marosvasdarhely the Statues of Bem, Petdéfi 
and Kossuth, at Kolozsvar the Honvéd monument and 
Franci Josef’s bust, at Arad the monuments of the 13 
victims of the 1848—49 war, have been destroyed or 
removed. At Nagyvarad, in front of the theatre, stood the 
bust of Szigligeti’s a celebrated Magyar Play-writer. This 
was shattered and in its stead was placed the statue of 
the present Roumanian Queen, which she herself went to 
unveil. It is characteristic of the popular feeling, that when 
the covering fell, this inscription, in big letters, became 
visible: ,,All right — in no long time you will be in need 
of seeking a country“ e. g. at that time the ,drive out the 


Magyars“ movement. (The so called ,expatriation*) was at 


its height. . 

The same is the case in Jugo-Slavia, on the newly 
acquired territories of the Bacska and the Banat. Here 
also Magyar and German were the predominant elements 
of Culture. 

This violent transference of peoples and countries, so 
much opposed to Wilson’s principles of selfdetermination, 
has no where found satisfaction. 

Without a Revision the Treaties a bettering of the 
Situation ts unimaginable. According to Birkhill two solu- 
tions were possible. To reannex to Hungary the territories 
of Magyar-speaking populations, the Trans-danubian Bur- 
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genland, which never belonged to Austria; in Upper Hun- 
gary the Magyar-speaking district from Pozsony. to Kassa,’) 
and the Trans-Tisza district as far as the mountains. Or 
to constitute from the new States a Central European 
Confederation in which case the Bacska and the Banat 
also were to be reannexed to Hungary. (Two maps illus- 
trate the proposed frontiers. Several pictures show the 
demolished statues and work of Art.) 


8. 


Report of the Great American League of the 
Religious Minorities 


The Great American League of the Religious Mino- 
rities in 1924 sent a Commission of 4 members to Tran- 
sylvania to examine into the condition of the Minority 
Churches. Since 1919 several American and English com- 
missions have visited Transylvania. Their Reports drew a 
sad picture of the conditions prevailing there and created 
a hostile public feeling both in the United States and in 
England about Roumania’s dealing with her Protestant 
and Roman Catholic Magyar subjects, in contravention of 
the rights, guaranteed to the Minority Churches in the 
Trianon Treaty. 

The Commission in June 20th 1924 arrived in Bucharest 
and made a presentation Visit to several Roumanian 
Ministers. They all tried to convince them, that they in 
no way offended against the Minority Rights. The Queen 
Received them at the Cotroceni Castle. The king gave a 
lunch in their honour. Official escort was offered them 
through Transylvania. This they refused, but accepted a 
free railway car between Bucharest and Kolozsvar. 

In Transylvania they formed themselves in two groups. 
In their travels they covered a distance of 2200 English 
miles, visiting several central places and collecting reports 
on the Minority Churches and institutions from their most 
distinguished representatives. At Kolozsvar they held a final 
Conference with the Reformed, Unitarian, Lutheran and 
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Roman Catholic Bishops and other representatives of the 
Churches, and recieved official statements from them. 

From Transylvania the Commission went back to 
Bucharest to make its verbal Report to the Ministers, which, 
later on, was also delivered in writing. The Commission 
reported aggravating instances, causes for serious disaffec- 
tion. The life of the country — one of the most charming in 
the world — made a deep impression on the members 
of the Commission. The impression, which we have gained 
in our travels through these fertile lands, — say they — 
from our Contact with Roumanian, Magyar and Saxon life, 
has convinced us, that if no adequate solution is found for 
the problems of race, religion language and economy — 
this country will become one of the saddest parts of Europe 
and a hot-bed of dangers menacing to the peace of Europe. 
The burden of present and future responsibility rests in 
part on the conduct of the Minorities but it rests in 
an especial way on the Roumanian Government, which by 
the Trianon Treaty has doubled not only its territories 
but its serious responsibility also. 

The Report addressed to the Roumanian ministers 
begins by laying down as a fact, that the Commissions, 
which came to Transylvania since 1919 from England and 
America — have not been satisfied with the way, in which 
the Roumanian Government has — so far — fulfilled the 
Stipulations of the Trianon Treaty, concerning the rights 
of the Minority Churches. This Commission presents -the 
existing grievances in the following groups: 

1. The new Roumanian law compels Associations to 
present their Statutes to the Ministry and ask permission 
for holding meetings. This is in contravention with the 
guaranteed rights of the Minority Churches — _ freely 
to hold meetings. 

2. Reports were presented to the Commission cf 
abuses, committed by official men, of persecutions of minis- 
ters of religion — against which to seek redress is not 
only ineffectual, but even perilous. 

3. The Minorities suffer a great many injustices con- 
cerning their Confessional schools. 

4. The application of the Agrarian Reform threatens 
with extinction the Minority Churches and schools. 

5. Several other complaints have been made about 
injuries against the guaranteed rights of the Minorities. 

Arranged in these several groups, they enumerate in 
detail the complaints e. g. the persecution of Churches, 
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pastors and Confessional schools. Under the latter head 
the denial of freely choosing a school of instruction, the 
shutting up of Confessional schools, the Roumanising of 
schools and scholars, the abuses about examinations and 
certificates, are specially mentioned. In all — the number of 
complaints amounts to 135. 

To these charges, worked up in a Memorandum by 
The Rev. Louis Cornish, leader of the Commission, pub- 
lished in London on Aug. Ist 1924 and sent to the Rou- 
manian Government in Bucharest — the latter replied on 
October 29th 1924. In this reply many of the charges are 
answered, but many are left without an answer. Its con- 
tents may be summed up in the following words: The 
policy of Roumania towards the Minorities is characterised 
by tolerance and liberalism. The greatest number of the 
Complaints in the Memorandum are mere trifles, and of 
an episodic character. As regards the Confessional schools 
— a new law is being prepared etc. 

1. The Commission accompanied this Reply with 
Annotations. Against that imputation of the Reply, that 
the Transylvanian Bishops know nothing of the alleged 
abuses — the Commission must protest — the Bishops 
of all the Denominations, in personal interwiews, having 
corroborated the enumerated grievances. 

2. The Roumanian Government resorts to flat denial, 
but this will not suffice. 

3. The Roumanian Government evades the questions, 
touching its policy. Silence and Evasion say a good deal. 

In some of its denials the Government makes an 
avowal, that is easy to look through e. g. A man, whose 
name the local official decides is of Roumanian Origin — 
may be compelled to join the Greek Church and his children 
to attend the State-schools. 

5. 35 distinct charges of abuses are answered by one 
general denial. 

The answers show, that the Government has not 
instituted an impartial investigation in the matter of the 
closure of the Kun College at Szdszvdros, although the 
Commission was assured that redress should be given. In 
a word — the Commission feels constrained to establish 
it as a fact that the Roumanian Government has paid no 
heed to the Memorandum, sent to it by its own request, 
and that its reply is inconsequent and evasive. 
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Chamberlain’s secret memoirs 


Under the title ,British Politics and the State of Europe‘ in the 
»,Chicago Tribune“ March 6—1925. Paris, in the ,World* May 10. 
1925. New-York, in the ,Europdische Gesprache* Sept. IX. Hamburg. 


The substance of the book is, that at present Europe 
is divided into three main groups — the Victors, the 
Vanquished and Russia. Russia’s situation is to day as yet 
problematical — but she hangs as a storm-cloud on the 
Horison of Eastern Europe. The situation of Central and 
Western Europe is almost as uncertain. Our late enemies 
are embittered for their losses, our late allies stand in fear 
of losing their gains. One part of Europe stands in a 
dangerous ferment and the other part lives in fright. The 
yet unhealed wounds are festering and will be further 
infected by the ensuing rub. The consequence of the fright 
is the challenges, the war preparations, the secrete treaties, 
the oppression of the minorities — with the result of in- 
creasing in the latter the hatred and revengeful feeling. 

It is the vicious circle, between action and reaction, 
revenge and fear. Their psychological reason is the same; 
their political significance is different. The smaller States 
e. g. Austria, Hungary, Bulgaria are so hemmed in by 
powerful neighbours, that the feeling of revenge is a 
blank feeling rather, than a hope, struggling for realisation. 
For this reason Austria would like a Union with Germany. 
Hungary and Bulgaria are refractory, but at present held in 
check by fear. Germany is as yet defenceless, but sooner 
or later will regain her strength; and even if she does not 
think at present of a revanche against France — she will 
never acquisce in the Polish Corridor and the division 
of Silesia. 

France fears Germany for she is her neighbour and 
in the life time of the present generation twice invaded 
her territory. Further, the rate of births is decreasing in 
France and increasing in Germany. For these reasons she 
seeks guarantees for her safety. This endevaour has direc- 
ted her policy since the war. (Occupation of the Rheine 
Country, the disarmament of Germany etc.) This has brought 
about the ,Little Entente“, which is closely connected 
with France by treaties, pecuniary aid and military mis- 
sions. This is a policy of despair, which may serve as a 
counterpoise against hemmed in Germany. But her Allies 
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are unreliable and even worse-unsatiable. They are not an 
element of security, but rather an increasing element of 
anxiety This induced France of seeking newer and more 
secure guarantees. (This led later on to the Locarno 
Agreement.) 

The object of the British Policy can be none other 
than the defence of our interests. The safety of the Territory 
of Great Britain depends on the defence of the Channel 
and the Straits of the Northern Sea. 

In this respect France and Belgium may always rely on 
the support of England. France, when she regains her 
feeling of security, will renounce her provoking policy and 
perhaps no longer assists the armed camps of the Little 
Entente. 

The Memoirs end thus: Although in the present 
mentality of Europe it would be useless to speak of a revision 
of the Peace Treaties. Yet, if the European Concert gradually 
reforms, a healthier consideration of the European questions 
may be expected. 

If Germany, with the good will of France, becomes 
a member of the League of Nations — a revision of the 
Polish frontier as well as other dangerous questions may 
be possible. 

Chamberlain the British Foreign Minister in his 
Speech, held at Birmingham in April 1925 placed among 
the serious possibilities the thought of a Peace-revision. 


10. 


° Mr. Seaton Watson 


(The noted hater of the Magyars Scotus Viator) visiting 
the territories, torn from Hungary, is forced to admit, that 
the position of the Magyar Minorities in the Succession 
States is in no way satisfactory, and does not fulfil the 
conditions stipulated in the Peace Treaty. With a more 
efficacious defence of the Minorities something would be 
done for the prevention of Abuses, especially in Roumania. 
The defence of the Minorities, at present, rests only on a 
paper-security, Least satisfactory is however the condition 
of the Roumanian Minorities. | am no admirer of the re- 
gime of the Succession States. The greatest fault is this, 
that in Roumania and Serbia power is still in the hands 
of those cliques which were at the helm also before the 
war and now cannot enter into the spirit of the altered 
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relations. The old leaders are still playing off their old 
games. 

The Leader in press agitations on behalf of the Little 
Entente States is then himself constrained to admit, that 
_ the principles espoused by him, have become a mere 
mockery in the Peace-Treaties, and that his petted friends 
— in a Balkan way — play with arope around the neck 
of the Minorities. 


th 
Dr. G. A. Frank Knight 


The Rev. Dr. G. A. Frank Knight a Scotish minister 
from Glasgow in the number of the ,Glasgow Herald“ 
of June 8th 1925 publishes an Article under the title: Peace- 
Treaty, Tyranny in Roumania, An Appeal to the Government. 

Dr. Knight in this Article calls to an Ordeal the 
Government of Great Britain, for that execrable , Civiliza- 
tion“, which is propagated with unscrupulous means by 
Great Britain’s former ally — Roumania. | 

From his long Article we publish the following ex- 
tracts: It is not yet sufficiently known that in Roumania 
a State of things exists, which is a shame and scandal of 
this XXth Century. The way in which Roumania deals 
with the Racial Minorities is a cynical throwing over of those 
solemn asseverations and promises, which, by signing the 
Peace-Treaty, she has bound herself to observe. That Peace- 
Treaty tore away from Hungary the most valuable portion 
of her territory — Transylvania, and its population, without 
having their voice, was compelled to. bow to this annexation 
command. Transylvania had been for several centuries 
Hungarian Land, and her Princes were repeatedly leaders 
in Hungary’s struggles for freedom and religious liberty. 
In her National traditions she has always been Magyar. 

It might have been throught, that the Roumanian 
Government — after having received such an immensly 
rich country — would follow the policy of pacification, 
and would introduce a just Administration so as to make 
her new subjects forget their former Allegiance and blood- 
relationship. Instead of this she has chosen tyranny and 
oppression for her Methods of Government. So much so, 
that it is now high time, that those powers, which con- 
cocted the Peace-Traty, and gave these territories to Rou- 
mania — should call her to a strict account. 
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Then reviewing one by one the points of the Peace- 
Treaty, the writer goes on to say these are, indeed, high 
sounding phrases, but they are not worth the paper on 
which they were written. Now-how does Roumania inter- 
pret them ? 

First of all she commenced work with a brutal vio- 
lence. The few Magyar Reformed Ministers of Religion 
who did not take the oath of allegiance to the new ruler 
at once — were detained, imprisoned and beaten. 26 of 
them were imprisoned. In a town [ met a minister, 80 
years old, who had been kept in confinement 38 days. 
His daughter died of fright owing to the detention of her 
father. Afterwards the methods of terrorism were extended 
to the whole district. 

It might be said, that the resort to such brutalities 
was the natural consequence of the over-heated passions 
on occasion of the change of dominion, but they are not 
discontinued even to day. Not long ago a Minister of Reli- 
gion was imprisoned for four weeks because he hung up 
in the school-room such pictures of the Royal Family, 
which, through careless package, had been damaged during 
the transport. The offence was regarded as high treason. 

At every marriage-feast, even in the highest classes, 
a police-spy is present to report in the event of treasonable 
talk being uttered. 

But the most dangerous sign of the seriousness of 
the situation is the shameless onset with which they try 
to ruin the schools of the Protestant Churches. It cannot 
be too much emphasized, what a close relation subsits in 
Hungary between Church and School; and what an 
immense debt the Civilisation and Culture of Eastern 
Europe owes to the schools of the Magyar Reformed Church; 
and how much the life and growth of this Church depends 
on the schools, kept up by her. And now, for these very 
reasons, these shools are the objects of the most relentless 
attacks of the Roumanian Government, in spite of solemn 
engagements inserted in the Peace-Treaty. At Torda there 
is a high school for girls, built by the Reformed Church. 
The Roumanian Inspector of Schools sets to work to find 
fault with the teaching, which is on a higher level than 


that, given in the Roumanian State-schools. At a school- 


inspection, he opened the book of a little girl, and found 
on a page written by her: ,Our Capital is Budapest*. 
This was regarded ,treason against the state“ and the 
school has been degraded to the rank of a private insti- 
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tution, without authority to give certificates of legal value. 
The mention, on the part of the teacher, of famous Magyar 
heroes from the past History of Hungary e. g. John Hunyadi 
and his son King Matthias — is considered a crime and 
followed immediately by the closing of the school. They 
are in memory, as soul Stirring to Transylvanians, as 
Wallace Bruce is to the Scottish children. And if the 
teacher speaks of them after the school-hours, it is con- 
sidered ,irredentism* by the school-inspector, against whose 
decision there is no Appeal. 

The whole situation is tragic, beyond measure. There 
is a danger in it to the Civilization of Eastern Europe, and 
it cannot be looked at in any other light than an attempt 
fo undermine the Protestant Culture of Transylvania. 

The Prime Minister of Roumania makes no secret of 
his hope, that the whole Magyar population will emigrate 
from the country of its birth and leave it to their Roumanian 
fellow citizens, Will Great Britain allow this to take place? 
This morning I have got a long and very pathetic letter 
from Transylvania. It speaks of a new Bill having been 
introduced in the Bucharest Parliament which, if it is 
passed, will completely destroy the Protestant character 
of those schools and Colleges, many of which have behind 
them a glorious past, 400 years old. It ends with this 
touching cry: ,God help Us‘. 

All that I have said, some may consider a gross 
exaggeration. Is it possible, they may ask, that such doings 
are committed in Europe, in the XX Century by a Christ- 
ian Power, the Ally of Great Britain in the course of the 
war ? Yes it is possible, and repeated protests against them 
have proved quite useless. 

Taking the Year 1920 as a starting point, the Scottish 
United Free Church was the first to hand in a long Memo- 
randum to the then Foreign Minister. Later on it was 
followed by the Presbyterian World Alliance and other 
Corporations — all in vain. It seems, that the conduct of 
our Foreign Ministry is governed by the thought, that we 
cannot interfere, without hurting the sensibilities of a 
Nation, which was our Ally in the war. But is it not also 
a duty of Great Britain to examine, whether Roumania 
does or does not keep her plighted word towards those 
Minorities, which were intrusted to her care? The situation 
has grown so scandalous that in 1924 again an American 
Commission visited Roumania to ascertain the merits of 
the case. This Commission also could report nothing else 
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than the old grievances over and over again. Is the British 
Government to disregard this impartial statement also? 
Conditions are extremely perilous, both to Education and 
to Religion, in the East of Europe. Both the League of 
Nations and the Hague International Tribunal should be 
requested to make immediate intervention to save Transyl- 
vania from this imminent peril. Roumania herself has proved 
her incapacity to fulfil the obligations entrusted to her by 
the Allies. /t is now high time to revise the Treaties and 
to give back to Hungary the territories, which have been 
hers throughout centuries. 


12. 


Colligan Y. Hay 


The Rev. Colligan Y. Hay in the ,Christian World‘ 
(June 1925) in an Article, entitled ,7he Balkanisation of 
Transylvania‘ called the attention of his country-men fo 
the interests of the persecuted Protestants of Transylvania. 

The article, in its introductory part, presents to view 
the natural beauties of Transylvania, but remarks that 
human nature in Transylvania stands in no accord with 
the harmony of Nature. The Roumanian King disowns his 
personal responsibility for the Policy, which has caused 
so much bitternes already. The purpose of the Govern- 
ment is fo strip Transylvania naked of her Historical tradt- 
tions and to Roumanise or rather Balkanise her. A new 
land-reform and a new educational Policy have been 
inaugurated. According to this Agrarian Reform certain 
persons or Corporations cannot hold more than 32 acres 
of land. The Educational Reform contains most stringent 
provisions, valid to every school in Transylvania, to teach 
Roumanian History and Roumanian Geography in the 
Roumanian language. All these new measures have for 
their object the Roumanisation of the population and the 
effacement of the distinctive Magyar and Protestant cha- 
racter of the schools and Colleges. What would be the 
feeling of the Churches of England if a foreign Power were 
to undermine English Morals, were to sweep away her 
old traditions, to forbid her language, to confiscate her 
public funds and to force on the young generation of 
students the learning of the Language, History and Geo- 
graphy of a foreign Nation? English mentality would undoub- 
tedly rise in strong protest against it and the English 
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Churches would give a splendid expression to this feeling. 
Transylvania ts now suffering in the fetters of the Trianon 
Treaty and can send but a mute Appeal for help to Civi- 
lised Humanity. It is now time to call to action all the 
Protestant Churches of the World, for taking under their 
Patronage the persecuted Protestants of Transylvania. The 
Roumanian Government can be induced only by a most 
powerful public opinion of the whole world to alter her 
Policy towards a country, proud of her past, of her popula- 
tion, and fer Protestant traditions. It would be a fearful 
tragedy if Transylvania were to lose her Protestant Heritage, 
not through her own fault, but in consequence of a poli- 
tical situation forced on her, and which she cannot alter. 


13: 


Snowden and Henderson 


Mr. Snowden, a Minister of the late Macdonald govern- 
ment, at the end of June 1925 — stated in the English 
Parliament, that it is impossible to vouch for the frontiers, — 
marked out wrongly in the Paris Dictates of Peace; and 
that a revision of te Peace-Treaties is a political and moral 
necessity. 

Mr. Henderson a member of the same Government, 
- made a similarly strong declaration. 


14, 


Coolidge 


Mr. Coolidge, President of the United States of America, 
touching on the Guarantee Treaties, spoke at Cambridge 
(America) July 1925 as follows: 

If the peoples of the Old World are distrustful of 
each other — let them conclude mutual agreements in 
the interest of their mutual safety. And when they have 
concluded such agreements, let them hold these sacred, 
whatever sacrifices they would entail. If there be differences 
of opinion, which cannot be adjusted, and if unforseen 
difficulties should arise — let them be settled by way of 
Arbitration. 

Having said this President Coolidge declared, that 
proposals to this effect would always find moral support 
on the part of the American Government, and ended his 
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speech with the following words: ,the world has tried 
war and violence — and brought on itself a gigantic 
catastrophe. The only hope ofa better state is a just revi- 
sion of the Treaties of Peace. 


iy: 


The Presbyterian World Alliance 


The Congress of the Presbyterian World Alliance . 
held its sittings at Cardiff from June 27 till July 34 1925; 
and this body, numbering more than 100 inillions of Re- 
formed Presbyterians, took up the question of the perse- 
cution of the Transylvanian Reformed Church. Several 
English and American Clergymen introduced the subject, 
speaking from their own personal experiences. The dis- 
cussions found an echo in the press, and attention was 
called to the life and death struggle of the Transylvanian 
Reformed Church. The London Magazine , Time and Tide“ 
in an Article (July 1925) writes: It is a great pity, that 
Roumania does not adopt a more humane attitude towards 
her Minorities. The Peace Treaty bestowed on Roumania 
not only Transylvania, a country of almost equal size 
to Scotland, but part of the Great Plain also, where almost 
every living soul is Magyar. On this territory it is now 
forbidden to train Magyar apprentices in Industry. If more 
than 3 Magyars stop on the street to have a talk, they are 
arrested as conspirators. Licences for carrying on Industry 
are given to every Roumanian immediately, whereas Magyars 
are kept waiting for months and then only through bribes 
can they attain their object. 

On this annexed territory more than I million Protes- 
tants live among them 700,000 Presbyterians (Reformed) 
and 263,000 Lutherans. Their Churches and Schools- 
several of which may look back on a past more than 400 
years old were always important Standard bearers of Cul- 
ture. Thus far 180 Presbyterian schools have been taken 
and transformed into Roumanian State-schools Colleges and 
schools were simply closed and school buildings confiscated. 
When the Minorities wished to continue the teaching in 
other buildings — they were forbidden, under the pre- 
tence, that their equipments were unsatisfactory. The report 
of the Commission of the International Alliance for the 
defence of the ‘eligious Minorities sets down as true, 
that the Roumanian Government has acknowledged, that 
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every person, whose name indicates Roumanian Origin, 
may be compelled to have his children registered in the 
Greek Oriental Church. The Peace Treaty gives the right 
to the Minorities freely to follow their Religion. It is high 
time to remind Roumania of her obligations, for this way 
of doing things is not only an infraction of the Peace- Treaty. 
but a standing menace to European Peace. 


16. 
Baron Heyking 


Baron Heyking, formerly British Ambassador in 
Peking, in the July number of ,Foreign Affairs“ 1925 
states that in recent times the thought of ,Racial State“ 
is noised about, as a requirement of justice. The world 
having passed a condemnatory verdict on the old dismember- 
ment of Poland, the Paris peace-makers, wishing to dis- 
member the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy, sought and found 
out a new catch-word, the unfortunate and equivocal idea 
of the Racial Unity of the State. But the newly created 
states contain inhabitants of very mixed races. The Paris 
Peace Treaties not only did not succeed in eliminating 
the troubles of the Nationality question, — which were 
a standing reproach to the Austro Hungarian Monarchy, 
but they created new ones as great and perhaps even grea- 
ter, than the old ones had been. We see that the peaceful 
living together of the different races in the new states is 
well nigh impossible. The 15 different contracts and decla- 
rations on Minority rights did not bring about that Har- 
mony, which had been secured in Austria and Hungary 
by the Constitution of 1867. The many millions of Germans 
and Magyars, who were torn from their country to increase 
the number of the inhabitants of the new States may, indeed 
lament their fate. They have become the victims of an 
Imperialism which is all the more reprehensible, because 
it has been effected under the mask of the liberation of 
Nations. Earnest anxietes about the peace of Europe are 
perfectly justified; for the oppression of the Minorities 
is hovering in a threatening way above the European 
horizon. 

The article advocates the following regulations for 
the defence of the National Minorities: 

a) Every interference in the racial interests of the 
population is to be taken out from the competency of the 
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Governments, just as a severance has been effected be- 
tween church and State. 

6b) The International Guarantee of the Minority Rights 
is to be secured in a way, that the Minorities may not 
be constrained to claim foreign Assistance. 


Wie 


General Smuts 


General Smuts the South African Prime Minister, to 
a telegraphic question of the ,Daily News“ (July 1925 
concerning the Guarantee Question — answered, that 
the projected Pact, just as its for-runner the Geneva Proto- 
col, is calculated to make the conditions, regulated by the 
Peace-Treaties — stiff and unalterable. By the Pact the 
alteration of the Peace-Treaties would become impossible ; 
and Europe — led on by a misleading feeling of security 
and solidarity — would drift to the verge of ruin. 7he 
door of Revision should not be closed. The present deve- 
lopment of Central Europe is on the way to new perils 
and those who entrench themselves behind this Pact take 
upon themselves a fearful responsibility.. The Pact might 
become a fatal turning point for the British Empire. 
A time may come, when those English State’smen, who 
are advocates of this new Holy Alliance, may become 
conscious that they have broken away not only from the 
peaceful Energy-sources of New Europe — but also from 
the heart of the British Empire. 

The other Dominions of the British Empire also 
expressed their disapproval of the projected Guarantee 
Pact and so contributed to its defeat. 


18. 


Lord Asquith 


Lord Asquith a former English Prime Minister in the 
House of Lords (July 1925) speaking on the state of 
Europe said of the territorial Arrangements of the Peace- 
Treaties, that it would be expedient fo subject them to a 
supervision. In the course of the last five years —- said 
he — he has several times pointed out, that in building 
up the new States on the ruins of the Austro-Hungarian 
Monarchy, a great and fatal mistake was committed e. g. 
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that the duty had not been imposed on the new States, 
— forming a geographical Unit, — of keeping up an 
Economical and Financial Union. This Union was the most 
important if not the only reason for keeping up the Austro- 
Hungarian Monarchy. The greatest part of the troubles 
which have cropped up in the wake of this mistake, and 
which in Eastern Europe threaten us also in the future, 
were caused by the fact that the new States had not been 
compelled to keep up the old economical Union. 

This mistake, after the painful experiences of the 
victim, must be made good by a revision of the Treaties. 

The Paris Diplomatists were not so stupid as to 
believe, that they had framed a work of everlasting or 
even of long duration. If they had believed this, they 
would only have mystified themselves. But the 19* Article 
of the League of Nations empowers the General Meeting 
to propose a new consideration of such provisions of the 
Treaty, which are not practicable. The terms are not happy, 
but there can be no doubt, that. the Revision of the Peace- 
Treaties must be understood by them. 

Clemenceau’s accompanying letter, with which the 
conditions were delivred to the German Peace-Delegation, 
expresses, that in the opinion of the Entente Powers, the 
Peace-Treaty is not only just, but at the same time it lays 
the foundation for a peaceful living together of the Nations 
of Europe and sets up an Organ for the peaceful settle- 
ment of every International problem. By means of this 
even the new arrangement of 1919 can — from time to 
time be amended, according to altered circumstances. 

This declaration of Clemenceau’s is of binding force, 
because it had been made in concert with the other 
Signatory powers. 


19, 
Whelpley 


Mr. Whelpley an American journalist in his book 
»American public opinion“ characterises the disruption of 
the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy as an economical Crime. 
The Monarchy, as he explains, was the least culpable for 
the outbreak of the war, and yet it has suffered an in- 
comparably harsher treatment than all the others, taken 
together. The Magyars are a sympathetic, lively people 
rather under the influence of immoderate love and hatred. 
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With the cessation of their Union with Austria their long 
cherished dream of independence has been realised. But 
they paid extremely dear for it.The peace has robbed of 
them the greatest part of their former Country and Natural 
resources. In the lost territories were the principal sources 
of the heating materials and raw products of the Country; 
and along with the most beautiful regions of Europe went 
the greatest part of its Live stock. Through the instability 
of the Valuta, the Capital of the population has been 
reduced to a fractional part of its former value. This howe- 
ver is a common tragedy of every country, with a debased 
Valuta. We can state with perfect composure, that in Europe 
the wealth of 80 millions of diligent, hard working men 
perished as miserably, as if it had been thrown into the 
sea. It is impossible to regard with a callous heart the 
fearfully demoralising effect of this Catastrophe. Through 
her loss of territories, Hungary is to day merely an Agri- 
cultural State. The establishment of a Balance in her 
Finances will again make Hungary a prosperous country, 
but the way thus far is a long and fatiguing one. It is, 
undoubtedly reassuring that the Great Powers have come 
to her assistance with a loan. This Country, after a time, 
will again be an important factor in the Wealth of Europe. 
As a considerable producer of food-stuffs, and a ready 
market for industrial articles it will be a good soil for 
investing Capital. For the present the Stabilisation of the 
Country’s Finances is of the greatest importance. This 
however will not be too difficult — as the leaders of the 
Hungarian people are men of high intelligence; and the 
Country, even as it is, abounds in natural resources. Hun- 
gary may easily become again an important State, playing 
a great part in neutralising the irresponsible groups of 
the Balkan States. 


20. 


Lord Newton 


Lord Newton recently has again been speaking of 
Hungary-saying, that in England Hungary’s adherence to 
her traditions is highly appreciated. 

Patience will be Hungary’s best weapon. Not to forget, 
but to gather strength and learn to accommodate herself 


to those conditions, which, at least we here in England 


do not consider final, for that part of Europe, where Hun- 
gary is situated. 
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The changes of situations in foreign Politics are 
always incalculable. Here certain prognostications for the 
future can never be made. But my impression is — and 
this opinion is held generally in England, that in no far 
off time — fhe turn of the Correction of those fatal mistakes, 
committed by the Great Powers about the Peace-Treaties — 
will come. And no device of Craftiness can prevent this 
second Reparation. The greatest esteem and the largest 
number of friends in England — Hungary has acquired 
precisely by her staunch adherence to her National Tradi- 
tions, with an utter disregard of Menaces, coming from 
whatever quarters. 

Lord Newton did every thing, he could, to arouse 
Western Public Opinion in the interest of the Magyar 
Minorities. But the settlement of the Minorities question 
will devolve in the future on the League of Nations; and 
the test proof of the vital powers of this body will exactly 
be, in what way it can transform paper-securities into living 
realities. 


21; 
Georg A. Birmingham 


25. Under the pseudonym Georg A. Birmingham 
Canon Hannay has lately published in London an inter- 
esting book under the title ,A Wayfarer in Hungary.“ 
The Canon Hannay not long ago spent wo years in Hun- 
gary as an Ecclesiastic, attached to the British Legation. 

To begin with, the author emphasizes that he feels a 
strong sympathy for Hungary. Budapest — he writes — 
is a beautiful city, but its beauty has something strange 
in it. It does not depend upon the splendid scenery — 
upon the surrounding hills and plains. It is under the 
sway of an atmosphere of mourning and bitternes of fee- 
ling, at the dissection of Hungary. And this feeling is 
quite natural, since her richest territories have been taken 
from Hungary, her future is dark and her present is dis- 
consolate beyond measure. But there are peoples, which, 
like steel, get hardened under the strokes of adversity and 
attain their purification in the consuming fire of an evil 
fate. The Magyars belong to this splendid type of the 
Human Race. The saddest phases of their National History 
could not break them. On every door there is a bronze 
plate with the Motto: no, no, never. In everi tram-car may 
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be read the indomitably heroic text of the new National 
Apostle’s creed: ,/ believe in one God, in one Fatherland, 
in one Eternal Divine Justice — / believe in the Resurrection 
of Hungary*. | 

As to the territorial arrangements of the Peace-Treaties 
— the author finds the tearing off of Western Hungary 
the most scandalous, from a moral point of view. That 
the Allied Powers got their booty from the body of Hun- 
gary, may find some justification. Roumania appeared on 
the Scene at a most critical stage of the war, — and 
Transylvania was promised her. Roumania sent an Army 
into the field, which, it is true, took to flight at once, 
but still, she had to be paid. The Czechs did more or 
less important services to the Entente by betraying their 
own Army and they also had to be rewarded. But what 
— on earth — had Austria to be revarded for by getting 
new territories. Behind this strange Territorial Arrangement 
certainly some special purpose must lurk. 

From a political point of view Transylvania and the 
Carpathian District are Magyar, as well in spirit, as in the 
disposition of the population. Further, it must not be for- 
gotten, that Hungary, from an Economical point of view 
had formed a sane and homogeneous whole. The _ preser- 
vation of this consolidated whole was possible with every 
prospect of prosperity. The New Hungary, however, consists 
only of flat plains. 

Concerning the future, the author remarks the arrange- 
ments of the Peace-Treaty lack every probability of stability. 
The present situation shows clearly, that, in the near future 
the map of Central Europe must be re-drawn. Now the 
danger lies in this, that the new arrangement will be 
effected by means of a new war. What fate awaits Hungary 
then? Only one thing is certain, that in her present state 
she cannot remain. The present frontiers were marked out 
with an utter disregard of principles. Security and solidity 
are nowhere found in them. The Magyars can never recon- 
cile themselves to a state of things, which paralyses their 
trade and keeps three million Magyars under the fearful 
oppression of foreign Governments. From the point of view 
of Hungary there can be only two solutions. Either the logic 
of the Peace-Treaties must be carried to its legitimate issues — 
and then Hungary will have completely disappeared from 
the map of Europe. Or Hungary must regain the position 
in which her National life is possible. The answer to this 
question depends on the Magyars themselves. If Hungary 
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steadfastly adheres to her National Ideals, and her courage 
does not slacken — she may undoubtedly create again a 
tolerable place for herself. We have Balkanized Eastern 
Europe, and therefore, we must be prepared for Balkan 
evolutions e. g. that events arise suddenly, impulsivly and 
are not under the control of reason. Nothing is unchan- 
gable, nothing is secure. [n such a state of things lie 
Hungary’s future opportunities. War, revolution, a Bolshe- 
vik wave or some fearful aggressive action will bring for 
Hungary the ready opportunity. This future however de- 
pends on Hungary herself, on her Public Spirit and on 
her leaders. The Magyars had already passed through hard 
times. They had to bear a Turkish Yoke, had to suffer for 
centuries under the persistent efforts of Austria to cripple 
their liberties They saw the Magyar Armies of the. War 
for National Freedom scattered and their best patriots 
executed or driven to exile. The spirit of the Land however, 
proved immortal, and this unconquerable people has again 
and again raised itself from the dust. 


oo 


F. Maurice 


26. General F. Maurice, at the end of the World- 
war Chief of the Staff in the English Army, in the Month 
of august 1925 at Williams town U. S. A. delivred a lec- 
ture on the European disarmament question. In this he 
appeared as a witness for the Crown in the matter of the 
Diaz admistice. He declared that the Armistice, concluded 
with the Italians, had been valid on every front of the 
Monarchy. He justified the fact that, without the Belgrad 
excursion of Karolyi’s Government, a basis would have 
remained for the preservation of Hungary’s integrity. 

He emphasized, that the chief reason of the feverish 
Armaments in Europe is the General feeling of insecurity. 
France stands in dread of Germany, the Neighbours of 
Russia fear Russia, and those countries, whose territories have 
been increased by the Peace-Treati:s, are under the bane of a 
nerve-Shock, The Peace-Treaties, imposed on the Enemy 
Countries the most drastic disarmament obligations. The 
German Army from its peace-establishment of 866,000 
combatants (1913) has been reduced to 100,000 men. This 
means in one Country only a reduction of 766,000 men. 
One Would think that the other Countries also have adop- 
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ted a similar rate, in the reduction of their armies. But the 
fact is, that in Europe the same number of men is armed 
to the teeth, as in 1913. This circumstance is to be explai- 
ned mostly by France’s warlike activities. The French army 
to day is the strongest army in the World’though it is 
somewhat weaker than it was in 1913. The circumstance 
that every effort to limit the Armament of the European 
States, completely fails, may be traced to the fact, that 
the newly created states have raised a whole series of 
new armies. Poland, Roumania, Serbia and Czecho- 
Slovakia to day possess armies of menacing strength. 
These countries have, for the most part, as neighbours 
those from whom they themselves tore off territories. 
Within their boundaries Minorities of alien races live in 
great numbers; so these Countries are kept in anxiety by 
the uncertainty of their situation. 


23: 


Mac Donald 


27. Mac Donald, the former English Prime Minister, 
at a meeting of the Labour Party, held at Liverpool (in 
the month of September 1925) declared, that, if the Labour 
Party should again come into Power, it would effect the 
revision of the Versailles Treaty, which is a dreadful piece 
of work. This Peace, in its effects, is almost as bad as 
war had been. (The Trianon Peace is even worse.) 


24. 
Louis K. Birinyi 


Louis K. Birinyi, a Solicitor of Cleveland Ohio U.S. A. 
has written a book of 350 pages under the title: The 
Tragedy of Hungary. An Appeal for World-Peace. 

- In 27 Chapters, with 25 maps and charts, he reviews 
the birth and growth of the Magyar Nation. He goes 
through the whole of Hungary’s History, down to the War 
for National Independence, and the last 65 years of Modern 
Hungary from 1848 to 1914. He treats of Hungary’s poli- 
tical situation, population, Geographical and Economical 
Unity, in the fatal year of 1914. In several chapters he 
investigates the question of responsibility, for the outbreak 
of the War, the aims of the conflict, the armistice, the 
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dismemberment of Hungary, the Magyar problem before 
the League of Nations, Europe within the claws of the 
International Capitalist, the present crippled Hungary, and 
raises the question, how the Peace of Europe is to be 
restored. The last chapter of the book is an Appeal to the 
People of America. 

The author conscientiously depicts the Historical back 
ground and in general lines sketches the past History of 
Hungary, down to the bloody summer of 1914. 


He instances a letter of Pope Pius the Second, 
addressed to Frederic the Third in 1459, in which the 
Successor of Saint Peter calls Hungary ,The Shild of 
Christianity and the Protector of Western Civilization‘. 
Then he passes over to treat of the Social, Political and 
Economical relations of the year, the commencement of 
the World-War. 

He lays stress on the fact, that the different Nationa- 
lities enjoyed the same Political, Religious, Economical and 
Educational rights as the Magyars. He adduces convincing 
Statistical data that there were considerably fewer illiterates 
among the Nationalities of Hungary, than there were in 
the Countries, bordering Hungary and inhabited by the 
same races. So, Hungary provided better for their educa- 
tion than did the independent countries, where they were 
the ruling race. The Cultural Standard of free and inde- 
pendent Serbia and Roumania cannot even be compared 
with that of Hungary. 


Through pages he follows the demonstration of the 
Geographical and Economical Unity of Hungary, illustrated 
by maps and charts. 

This beautiful Country has been cut to pieces by 
the World-War. 

After some particulars of the Paris Peace Negociations, 
he shows up in Citations and Chart the disastrous results 
of the dismemberment of Hungary. 

Then follow a long series of cruelties, committed 
against the Magyars, forced under Roumanian Yoke. 


From all this Chaos there is only one way out — 
Europe’s Economical Unity must be restored. Every European 
Nation shall adopt this one right principle — fo live and 
to let others live also. The Versailles and Trianon Peace- 
Treaties, with all their consequences and side issues, must 
be nullified. Real Peace, so much longed for by Europe, 
can in no other way be attained. 


+e ow. 
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25. 
Ernest Troubridge and Maurice Bunsen 


The late Admiral Ernest Troubridge, at the end 
of October 1925, delivred a lecture to the Near and Middle 
East Association on Hungary and the Near East. He began 
his lecture, built up on his own experiences and reminis- 
cences, by saying that the Hungarians nourished no hostile 
feeling against England. British subjects, who at the begin- 
ning of the war were staying in Hungary not only were 
not interned, but were treated with the greatest possible con- 
sideration and kindness. When he for the first time after the 
war, visited Budapest, a Memorial signed by 80 British 
subjects was presented to him, requesting him to bring 
to the knowledge of the British Government, how fairly 
they had been treated in Hungary. 

The lecturer then drew a picture of the situation, 
following the war. The International Position of Hungary 
stood then under the Padua Armistice, signed on Novem- 
ber 3. This Treaty recognised the full Territorial Integrity 
of Hungary, but some Military arrangements had to be 
made, and Count Karolyi went to Belgrad, to treat about 
these. An agreement was effected and signed on Novem- 
ber 13'- 

On the ground of this Agreement more than two- 
thirds of the Territory of Hungary was occupied by the 
Allied Powers. Hungary will never forgive Karolyi for 
signing this agreement. The Allied Powers themselves 
were taken by surprise by the nonchalance, with which 
Count Karolyi accepted this frightful dismemberment of 
his Country and put his name to such a Treaty. It looked, 
as if he had regarded it a favourable opportunity of gaining 
from the Allies the recognition of his Government and 
the Republic under his Presidency. The ever renewing 
exactions of the Entente Powers, however, at first strengthe- 
ned Karolyi’s hand and made it possible for him to strike 
some Patriotic chords, Nevertheless, when on March 
21st 1919, new Territories were claimed — Count Karolyi 
and his Government resigned and handed the Power over 
to Bela Kun and the Bolshevists. 

After picturing the terrors of the Bolshevist Reign, 
the Admiral went on to speak of the Roumanian Occu- 
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pation. The Roumanians at first pretended they had come 
to free Hungary from the Bolshevists, but their real intent 
very soon broke through the disguise. They remained far 
longer than it was necessary and sacked and despoiled 
Hungary, in a most barbarous fashion. What they could 
not carry away, they destroyed. He mentioned further, 
that it was he, who after the Roumanians had departed, 
armed the Budapest Police and brought the 5000 soldiers 
of the National Army to Budapest, to prevent newer Bol- 
shevist risings. He did this on his own discretion, in con- 
cert with Admiral Horthy, whom he had known formerly. 
He ended his lecture by saying: if is very questionable, 
whether a Nation can ever resign itself to the fate of having 
lost Territories, which had been hers more than a thousand 
years, but we may call in question also, if it was a sound 
Policy to cut off two thirds of a country, constituting a 
perfect Geographical Unity. 

Following him, Sir Maurice Bunsen took up the 
Question. He was the British Ambassador in Vienna at 
the outbreak of the War. He began his speech with the 
remark, that he can fully realise what feelings the Rou- 
manian Invasion had aroused in Hungary. At the time of 
the Occupation of Budapest, he had been spending a few 
days there, as a guest of Admiral Troubridge. They went 
to see a Performance in the Opera. The ground floor, the 
boxes, every where the Front-rows, were filled with Rou- 
manian Officers, who were revelling in the enjoyment of 
the wonderful Music, the product of a higher Culture and 
Civilization. The moderation and self-restraint, which the 
Magyars showed on this occasion, will assure for them 
the wonder and sympathy of every Civilized Nation. Hun- 
gary has lost the greatest part of her Territory. A glance 
at the map will convince every-body, that Nature had for- 
med the Carpathian Mountains to be the Frontiers of Hun- 
gary. And these Mountains stood guard for a thousand 
years over the frontiers of Hungary, Everybody must admit, 
that the way in which the present frontiers had been marked 
is not only unreasonable, but unjust and cruel. At the end 
of his speech, he expressed his conviction, that in a not 
very long time, the League of Nations will effect a new regu- 
lation of the Frontiers, lest this new regulation should be 
effected by a new war. It is to be hoped, that the necessary 
revision will be effected by peaceful means, in concert 
with the interested Powers and the Intervention of the 
League of Nations. 
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26. 
Baldwin 


Baldwin the British Prime Minister in his speech 
held on November 5 1925 at Aberdeen, expressed his 
conviction that the Locarno Conference was the highest 
effort of British States’manship, constantly directed to one 
object, since the termination of the war, e. g. to create in 
Europe Peace and Stability. 

The significance of the Conference lies in this, that 
it has substituted mutual Guarantees in the place of 
Alliances. 

The Treaties signed in Paris may be regarded rather 
as Dictates, than Treaties of Peace. They were brought 
about not by mutual agreements, but by the Compulsion 
of Force. In the years, flown by since, an earnest wish 
for Peace has been wanting. | believe that the Locarno 
Treaty will create Peace for Western Europe and show 
the way of attaining Peace for the whole of Europe. 


PN fe 
J. Garvin 


Mr. J. Garvin Editor General of the ,,Odserver* 
has written a book under the title , 7hese eventful Years“, 
(Edition Encyclopaedia Britannica, London, 1925) which 
treats mostly of the events of the World-War and the 
Years following it. Among the fellow labourers are found 
several leading Statesmen, Generals and Experts, both 
from the victorious and the subdued States. The Intro- 
duction contains 200 pages. In it the Editor severely eon- 
demns the Peace-Treaties, which, in his view are nothing 
but instruments of an Asiatic Vengeance and mockeries and 
caricatures of the objects of the War, as proclaimed by the 
Entente and Wilson’s 14 points. 

The Peace Treaties, carried to an absurd length the 
old saying: Vae Victis! The War of Exhaustion has been 
followed by a Peace of Exhaustion and President Wilson’s 
14 points of disappointment. Over-against the liberation 
of Peoples, formerly oppressed-stands the fact that the 
Minorities of the subdued States are far more severely dealt 
with and oppressed, than Minorities ever were in their for- 
mer States. Europe has been Balkanised and broken to 
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small pieces, in each of which, Peoples hate each other 
and stand ready to go into war against each other. More 
Irredentist Problems have been created, than solved. Europe 
is full of Countries standing on a War-footing; for the 
States instinctively feel, that the present Arrangements can 
be kept up only by the force of Arms. People are seeing 
now, that the Universal Disarmament, said to be the 
Principal object of the war — is but an Illusion. Only 


the vanquished Peoples were disarmed, and are kept in. 


check by the ever increasing armaments of the Victors. 
The new States have organized themselves on Militarist 
and Protectionist principles. Customhouses have been 
multiplied to an incredible. Number, as if they had grown 
up out of the earth in mushroom like fashion. Railway 
communication and and traffik-relations have fallen into a 
frightful disorder. To these we may add the horrible 
Financial dispositions of the Peace-Treaties, which stood 
in the way of the Economic Rallying of Europe and threw 
the Valutas of several countries into frightful disoder. The 
boundless enlargement of some small States, with new 
Territories; the Dissection of other Countries ; the creation 
of new Ruling Races and New Subject Races — all these 
will sooner or later bring about new wars, — unless a 
new Arrangement and a more equitable justice are applied 
to the Problems above named. 

Mr. Garvin’s judgement is crushing to the Trianon 
Treaty also. Hungary, this proud Kingdom of very many 
centuries — he writes — has been robbed not only of 
such Territories, where foreign Nationalities live in greater 
numbers — but large Territories, whose population ts 
purely Magyar — were torn from her on Economic or 
Strategic grounds, and thrown under Foreign rule. Of all 
the subdued peoples the clever, superior Magyar Race fared 
the worst. 

Hungary and likewise Russia, Germany, Litvania and 
Bulgaria will never recognise their present frontiers. There 
may come a time, when they will have the Power to al- 
ter them. 

In Mr. Garvin's view Humanity can be saved froma 
new World-Catastrophe only by a Revision and Mitigation 
of the Peace-Treaties. Certainly it will not be easy to 
amend the blunders. The Peace-Treaties must be taken 
under a thorough revision. They were the dragon’s teeth 
sown and a dangerous crop is already maturing from them, 
in the shape of millions of Armed men. Germany, Austria, 
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Hungary and Bulgaria cannot acquisce in their present 
frontiers, The necessary consequence of this is, that their 
situation, in time, will change for the better, either by 
Voluntary Concessions or — by the sword. 

Things which are contrary to human nature cannot 
last long. In the nearest future there will be an Outbreak 
in Eastern Europe, if the Armament fever is not checked 
in time. The present State of Europe prepares a new World- 
War even more unavoidably, than the pre-War State of 
Europe had done it. Without an energetic and unbiassed 
Revision of the Peace-Treaties the elimination of this dan- 
ger cannot be thought of. There can be no sound hope 
for the Peace of the World so long as the new frontiers 
are not changed in a way, that no neighbouring State may 
raise any just objection to them. 


28. 
Ch. S. Macfarland 


Report on the Position of the Transylvanian Minority Churches. 


Ch. S. Macfarland, the Secretary General of the 
Union of the Christian Churches of America, after his long 
journeys in Foreign parts, in the course of which he visited 
Transylvania also, presented his Report to the Leading 
Committee of the Union. The Report treats of the Position 
of the Confessional Minorities of the whole World. Of 
Transylvania he writes: The importance and danger of the 
Minority Problem in these parts is not yet sufficiently 
realized by the American Churches, although several 
Commissions visited Transylvania and collected data of 
great importance. In Transylvania the Treaty of Peace 
placed one Nation over the head of another Nation with 
which this always stood on hostile footing. Two peoples, 
differing from each other in language, morals and tradi- 
tions, cannot be united from one day to the other. Injus- 
tice, wrongs and grievances are the usual accompaniment 
of the change, especially if violence is the method employed. 
The most delicate part of the question is Confessional 
Education. The way in which the Roumanian Government 
seizes the Confessional schools is a very serious thing. 
They try very strange means of making the People loyal. 

A couple of instances will serve for the illustration 
of their oppressive measures. The Roumanian Authorities 
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have denied a passport to a Representative of the Magyar 
Churches who wished to go to the World-Conference of 
the Churches in Stockholm. They gave as a reason for 
the denial, that from the State’s point of view, it was not 
desirable, that this Church should be in Connection with 
International Organizations or Churches of other States 
In another case, they would not give a passport to a 
Representative of the Protestant Churches, who wished to 
go to Geneva, to deliver there a Complaint about the 
Confessional schools, prepared and signed by the authori- 
ties of all the Protestant Churches. Such worrying are of 
every-day occurrence and show how inappropriately these 
delicate questions are handled. It is a real shame, that 
Roumania employs the methods of revenge, oppression and 
violence. 

After enumerating the instances, contrary to the Peace 
Treaties, the Author points out, that they are disregarded 
by Roumania both in their letter and in their spirit. /n 
Transylvania dangers of new collisions are lurking — and 
for this very reason, if the League of Nations wishes to 
avoid a new Catastrophe of the World, let it change the 
Peace- Treaties. 


29. 
Raymond Beazley 


Raymond Beazley, Professor of the London Univer- 
sity, in the pages of ,Foreign Affairs“, reviews Arnold 
Toynbee’s historical work (Survey of International Affairs) 
and in this connection speaks of the Liftle Entente. He 
points out, that the Little Entente has been formed to hold 
in check Hungary, which is dissatisfied with the unjust 
and cruel provisions of the Treaty. A Nation which boasts 
of such a splendid past, could not bear with equanimity, 
that large masses of Magyar Population should be torn 
from her. 

This Confederation — he says — owes its existence 
exclusively to a fear of Hungary. The Trianon Treaty — 
deprived Hungary not only of her Nationalities, living on 
the Frontiers, but placed large masses of Magyars under 
foreign rule. Irredentist movements are then very natural 
in Hungary, expecially to those, who know the Bravery, 
the Political farsightedness, the strong National feeling of 
the Magyar Race. Mr. Toynbee is constrained to admit, 
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that in the post-War treatment of Hungary the Allies over- 
stepped the limits of Geographical necessity and neglected 
the counsels of Justice, Moderation and Wisdom. The 
Kingdom of Saint Stephen, this country which had done 
such heroic services in the defenee of Christianity against 
the Turks — behind which stands a splendid Past, a 
thousand years old, which can show up glorious examples 
of Political Wisdom — This country has been reduced by 
the Peace-Treaty to a mere fragment of her former Terri- 
tory. Roumania, by itself, could never have thought of 
subduing Hungary. /n the first place it was this unjust 
treatment of Hungary which undermined the Peace of the 
Danube Regions. The Magyar Irredentist Spirit supplied 
the foundation stone to the Little Entente Building. The 
Russian friendship of the Czechs and the Serbs is the 
Achilles heel of this Alliance, for it has raised discontent in 
Roumania and kept away Poland from the Alliance. 

The Policy of Benes has been directed to the Isola- 
tion of Hungary. The Little Entente had threatened Hun- 
gary with military Interverition, Invasion, with the demand 
of Damages and Disarmament, with the urgent request 
of the Dethronment of the Habsburgs. However, on the 
Hungarian Appeal, the Entente remonstrated with the 
Czech Government, and reminded it, that her Intervention 
would be against the Treaties, since Hungary herself has 
settled the Habsburg Question — and therefore the duty 
of the Little Entente is rather to disarm and demobilize, 


- than to demand Compensation from Hungary. 


30. 


M. Edith Durham 


M. Edith Durham. Under the title ,7he Serajevo 
Crime“ writes a book of great interest appeared in London 
at the end of 1925. The book is chiefly engaged in proving 
the Culpability of the Serbian Government in the Serajevo 
Crime. The Authoress, who knows the Balkans well had 
already formerly published a book (,Twenty Years of 
Balkan Tangle“) on the Balkan Troubles before the World- 
War, in which the points out the proofs, which show 
clearly, that Austria was right in charging Serbia with 
Complicity in the Serajevo Crime. Numbers of written 
documents have appeared in Serbia itself, in the course 
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of the last two years, which make it clear, that Official 
Serbia was complicated in that crime, which had lit up 
the flames of War. The Contents of the book are those 
Articles, which had appeared formerly in different Maga- 
zines. The Authoress hopes, that thus collected in a book, 
the Articles will influence the Public Opinion, and the 
future Historian, in their opinion about the World-War. 

To the charge of Austria, Serbia alleged her inno- 
cence in the matter of the Serajevo murder, and osten- 
tatiously trumpeted her innocence before the World. 

For a long time the idea of a Great Serbia had been 
the leading principle of her Politics, with the object of 
bringing all the South-Slavs under one rule. To attain 
this, they allowed every means as permissible. The true 
reason of the murder of King Alexander Obrenovich and 
his wife was, that the King had’ been a friend of Austria 
and they wanted to put in his place Petar Karagyorgye- 
vich — a friend of Russia and France. 

The Standard-bearer of this Policy was Nicola 
Pasitch, a man of Macedonian Origin, and adventurous 
life, who, already under King Milan had stood in Connec- 
tion with P. Karagyorgyevich, then living in Exile. He 
had a share in the Military Sedition of Zajcsar (1883) — 
his first but not last participation in a Military Mutiny — 
and received sentence of death for it. But he succeeded 
in escaping to Bulgaria. Later on he was pardoned by 
King Milan and returned to Serbia. In 1898 he was sen- 
tenced to 9 months imprisonment for a Public latter 
addressed to King Milan. The young King Alexander 
offered to pardon him, but he refused. In 1899 an attempt 
was committed against the life of ex King Milan, organised 
in Bucharest, by Arzen Karagyorgyevich; the Perpetrator 
was then also a Bosnian, just as in 1914. Pasitch was 
implicated in this also. Milan was enraged against him, 
and it was common talk, that he would be executed. But 
the then Prime Minister objected to it, and he was sen- 
tenced only to nine years imprisonment. King Alexander 
immediately pardoned him. Pasitch thanked him in a 
Telegram gushing with Loyalty, and promising that in his 
whole life he would be a true servant to him ,the hope 
of the Serb Nation“. In Russia this gushing gratitude 
evoked a counter feeling. Pasitch however continued his 
Machinations in the radical Party, in the interest of King 
Petar. (The Serbs are going to commemorate his 80" birth 
day by raising a Statue to him.) 
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Amid such circumstances came the date of May 29 
1903, when King Alexander, Queen Draga and 15 other 
persons were murdered, and Petar Karagyorgyevics was 
placed on the throne. Russia recognised him immediately ; 
and Italy, whose King was the son in law of King Petar, 
soon followed suit. England only suspended for a time 
her Diplomatic Relations with the Murderers. But in 1906 
the British Government, carrying on discussions about a 
Military Treaty with France, resumed her Diplomatic Rela- 
tions with Serbia also. Serbia was drawn in into the 
French-Russian Alliance, and France supplied her with 
money and Arms. Austria seeing these hostile preparations, 
barred her Territory by Custom’s Barriers, against which 
England and France gave her facilities through Salonika, 
towards Egypt and Marseilles. The Annexation of Bosnia 
and Herzegovina in 1908 greatly stirred up Public Feeling 
in Serbia, but the Great Powers having recognised it, 
Serbia had to submit and promise the dissolution of her 
irregular Bands and the Prohibition of such bands being 
formed on her Territories. 

, The Serb Radical Party, after the Annexation of 
Bosnia, extended its Programme in two directions — to 
the Organisation and Equipment of the Army and to the 
Cultural Support of the Serbs, yet under Foreign Rule. 
To effect this object, two Societies were formed, a Civil 
and a Military. The Civil one was the , Narodna Odbrana‘ 
(National Defence) and the other — the Military one 
» Ujedinjenje ili Smert“ (Union or Death) popularly called 
»the Black Hand‘. The first was a public, the second a 
secret Association. The Statutes of the latter came to light 
in 1917, in the Salonika Process. According to these, ten 
high Officiers of of the Army, members of the ,Black 
Hand‘, formed a Conspiracy to put to death the Crown- 
Prince Alexander and Pasitch and to establish Military Rule. 

The object of the ,Union or Death“, or as it was 
named in the Process, ,Secret Revolutionary Organisation “ 
(Tajna Prevratna Organizatzia) was the Realization of the 
National Ideal. To this Association belonged the Serajevo 
murderers, Princip and his associates — as they confessed 
in the course of the Trial. 

The most Ambitious member of the Organization, 
since 1911, was Major, later on Colonel Dimitrievich 
Dragutin who was known in the Organization under the 
Pseudonym ,Apis*. He, as the head of the Central Com- 
mittee, arranged the murder of Francis Ferdinand by the 
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members of the ,Young Bosnia“ band. Some of them 
were for killing Potiorek, but the vote of the Majority 
fell on Francis Ferdinand. 

Light has been thrown on this question by a book 
of Professor Stanoje Stanojevich ,On the murder of Francis 
Ferdinand“ (Frankfurt 1923) in which he shows, that the 
Plan was the work of Colonel Dragutin Dimitrievich, who 
was the head of the Intelligence Department of the Belgrade 
Staff. 

According to Stanojevich, Dimitrievich was one of the 
Principal Organizers of the Plot against King Alexander, 
and soul of every Activity of the Conspirators after the 
murder. 

Already in the summer of 1911, he, along with 
Tankovich, planned the murder of Francis Joseph or Francis 
Ferdinand. Success failed then. In 1914 the deed was done. 

Ljuba Jovanovich, a former Minister of Education, in 
June 1924, wrote an Article in the ,Krew Slowentsva‘ (the 
Blood of the Slavs) from his Reminiscences, under the 
title , Vidovdan.‘ 

In this he relates, that Pasitch; at the end of May 
or the beginning of June, — first having consulted with 
the Minister of Home affairs, turned to his Colleagues 
and told them that some men are entrusted to go to 
Serajevo, and, on the Celebration of Vidovdan (June 28* 
to kill Francis Ferdinand. But the Minister of Home affairs 
took no measures to prevent this. Later on it was told, 
that orders had been sent to the Frontier Guard to stop 
the young men, but the Report came back, that they had 
already passed. 

According to Jovanovich, Pasitch, through the serb 
Envoy in Vienna, sent a note to the Ministers Bilinsky and 
Berchtold cautioning them of the danger, awaiting Francis 
Ferdinand in Bosnia. But the Arch-Duke took no Notice 
of the Caution. 

We cannot imagine — says Miss Durham — that 


those Englishmen, who took part in the Peafe-Conference, * 


were aware, how guilty Serbia had been ih causing the 


war. In the Manifesto of the Belgrade“ Opposition, issued 


on December 1%t 1924 in the ,La Federation Balcanique‘, 
it is stated, that , Apis“ (Dimitrievich) and his to friends 
declared, that the Russian Military Attaché Artamanov, the 
Russian Envoy Hartwig, Prime Minister Pasitch, and the 
present king Alexander — they all had known of the 
Serajevo murder. 
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In a Postscript, the writer draws the Conclusion, 
that Austria was right in saying, that the murder was 
planned in Belgrade. She was right also in saying, that 
Serbia carried on. a Propaganda against her, and the murder 
was prepared there. That the Carnegie Report was right 
in saying that the .Black Hand“ was State in the State. 
The Government knew of the ,Black Hand“ and backed 
it up. The Central Committee of the ,Black Hand‘, at 
least ten days before hand, had known, what was in 
preparation. 

There are certain symptoms that the Staff of the 
Russian Army knew and approved of the project. 

A river — so ends the writer — may be dammed 
up. But if once it has broken the dam, it will sweep every 
thing before it. So it is with the river of proofs; it has 
broken through the crime of murder, which set going the 
World-War. Let us hope, that after this deluge the dove 
will appear with the Olive branch. For in the Wake of 
Justice there will come the rule of Right and Peace. We are 
now only at the beginning of the Work, but a good be- 
ginning is already a half success, even if the end is not 
yet attained. 


31. 
Lloyd George 


Lloyd George under the title ,Is it peace“ ? (London 
1923) published in a book-form his newspaper-articles, 
appeared in the course of the years 1922—23. These 
embrace the then European problems, in the first place 
the problem of the Rhine district, which France would 
fain have acquired for boundary line, or at least as a 
safety.corridor. Then follow the war preparations, the Rhur 
irruption, the International debts, the League of Nations, 
the dangers of the peace etc. His leading thought is,. that 
the Peace-Treaty has failed of its object and that the general 
State of the European relations is untenable. He does not 
expressly demand the revision of the Peace; nay, even 
called to account Henderson, the labour-party Minister, 
who strongly advocated such a measure. Yet-however 
strongly he seems to adhere to the Peace-Treaties, brought 
about with his cooperation, from the whole tenour of his 
reasoning no other conclusion can be drawn than that 
revision is a necessity. Hungary turns up only in one place. 
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The world-war has passed over mankind without having 
learnt anything from it. The main cause of the world- 
Catastrophe was the annexation of Alsace-Lorraine by 
Germany. There are now at least two Alsace-Lorraines. 
(This number must be a mistake. In Hungary itself- 
maimed as she is on her four sides, there have been 
created four Alsace-Lorraines.) Lloyd George himself, going 
on with his argument adduces several e. g. the violent 
occupation of Wilna; Galicia and Silesia taken by force 
of arms against the wishes of their peoples; the German- 
Polish and the Russian-Polish boundary strife ; the Czecho- 
Magyar, Serb-Bulgarian, Roumanian-Magyar and Turkish- 
Greek dissensions. A/l of them are on the look-out for an 
opportunity of revenge. They are armed to the teeth, ready 
fo begin slaughter. Europe is a steam-engine overheated by 
the mutual hatred of races and Nations. Statesmen of great 
influence provide the fuel and stand by to set fire to it. 
The spirit of hatred is at the back of all this. Could not 
this be helped? If it could, it must be done immediately, 
for a gun so charged may go off easily. 


ope 


L. W. Lyde 


The , 7imes* (March 18, 1926) published a letter of 
L. W. Lyde, Professor of Geography at the London Uni- 
versity, on the new frontiers of Hungary and the healing 
of the wounds of dismembered Hungary. Lyde in his letter 
describes the Geographical position of Hungary and strongly 
emphasises that this country has been made by nature the 
most perfect Geographical unit of the valley of the Middle 
Danube, where every natural condition is given of the inter- 
dependence, community of interests, political and National 
Union of the Nations. The Magyars — he says — may 
be counted both bodily and spiritually among the finest 
races of Europe who have exhibited a wonderfully heroic 
tenacity in preserving their liberty against oppression and 
defending Europe against the Turks. The great number of 
Nationalities, living in pre-war Hungary, may be attributed 
to the Magyar hospitality, which encouraged rather than 
discouraged the immigration of strangers. The Nationalities 
had been in full enjoyment of a perfect citizenship and — 
this notwithstanding — in 1920 the neighbouring States 
were allowed to wreak their vengeance on Hungary, to 
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invade and occupy a great part of her territory. Then 
Prof. Lyde gives a full description of the horrors of the 
Trianon Peace, the breaking up and throwing into utter 
disorder of all Economic relations, the violent severance 
of peoples and Economic values from their proper homes 
and natural connections. Why has happened all this? he 
asks. The Magyar nobility — he says — can hardly be 
charged with tiranny, it was rather unselfish and always 
considerate from their own National point of view. However, 
on account of its heavy territorial losses, the country can 
hardly look for an Economic regeneration. Its only hope 
lies in its fertile soil and excellent agricultural population. 
Comparatively small frontier-rectifications might restore to 
Hungary two million Magyars, disjoined from their total 
number of ten millions and of pure racial blood, living in 
districts, in immediate vicinity with dismembered Hungary ; 
and further three agricultural districts, which stand in need 
of a better exploitation. Even in this case Hungary would 
be harmless from a political point of view. But she would 
be one of the most important food producing districts of 
Europe, and at the same time it would realise that Nationa- 
lity principle, on which the new order of Europe was 
planned to have been built up. 


She 


Joseph Montagu Kenworthy 


Joseph Montagu Kenworthy who in the British 
Parliament again and again raised his voice most energeti- 
cally against the unjust dispositions of the Trianon Peace 
— has made the following declaration before a Magyar 
journalist : 

Every friend and well-wisher of Hungary, nay-every 
good European man must see with the greatest satisfaction 
the splendid results of the Magyar Economic restoration. 
The heaviest curse of the several Treaties of Paris has 
been that they have cut up great territorial and Economic 
Units and infused into these several fragments a narrow- 
minded, intolerant Nationalistic spirit. The great Austro- 
Magyar Monarchy realised the Ideal of a great, unitary, 
closed and selfsupporting Custom’s territory, within whose 
boundaries more than 50 million human beings had been 
living in plenty and happiness. Well now — what tangible 
Economic advantages can be booked on the credit-side of 
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this so called New Order, as established by the authors 
of the New-Europe? The Magyar Peace-Delegation propo- 
sed in Trianon that at least the free Commercial Trafic 
should be kept up between maimed Hungary and the 
territories to be dissected. | wish they had listened to this 
proposal, for at that time yet — at least the Economic 
Union — might have been saved. 

At that time, namely, there was not yet so great a 
difference between the several valutas. The enermous dis- 
parity between the production and consumption capacities 
of the several neighbouring States had not declared itself 


yet; and also the all-powerful interests of private Economy © 


had not yet grown so big under the shadow of the new 
Custom-houses. The Magyar Peace delegation, with its sound 
good sense, saw this clearly before-hand. \n the course of 
the Peace-negotiations they it were alone who stood for 
sound reason. All the other actors who besides them took 
part in this funny ceremony, — honoured with the very 
inapt appellation Peace-Conference — were really the 
victims of a political night-mare. The consequences show 
with sufficient clearness, that present day-Europe is still suf- 
fering under the influence of their mental-aberrations. 

It is very natural that something must happen. Sooner 
or later a way must be found out of the present European 
chaotic troubles. |t would be a very wise thing if the in- 
terested Central European Nations could turn to account 
the moral of the Locarno events. Of course I mean the 
true Locarno spirit and not a mere hypocrisy or a falsification 
of it. This Locarno spirit, as it is understood in England — is 
the spirit of a true peace-seeking, mutual trust and good- 
will. The hackneyed hide-and-seek play and card-shuffling 
of the methods of the old diplomacy are very far indeed 
from fostering this spirit. Nothing is easier than to drive 
the countries, vanquished, defenceless, disarmed — into 
the trap of regional agreements. Nothing is easier than to 
extort from them further concessions, their inexhaustible 
arsenal being full of Military, Diplomatic and Economic 
coercive measures. Nay-perhaps even newer signatures 
might be extorted from them to their death-sentence, with 
the declaration that this is done freely, out of the pure 
love of Peace. The only difficulty would be to make people 
believe that this is really true. 

The Peace-Treaties of Versailles, Trianon, Saint Ger- 
main and Neuilly have familiarised the dangerous misuse 
of the word Peace, because no possible relation can be 
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detected between the meaning of the word Peace and the 
Treaties. And perhaps Love of Peace, Reconciliation will 
likewise lose their meaning. For nothing is so certain as 
that no reconciliation can be expected from violence, cun- 
ning or an unscrupulous turning to account of dishonest 
advantages. The only true way to a reconciliation is through 
reparation, redress and the healing of the numberless 
wounds, inflicted by injustice and different kinds of wrongs. 
Of course the party to whose injury these wrongs were 
committed must have a casting voice in the question of 
their reparation. It would be absolutely worthless if countries, 
which derived never dreamed of advantages from the 
wrongs of the Peace-Treaties; who sliced Hungary’s flesh 
to the bones and stripped her of her most indispensable 
life-necessities — should now come to her with a pro- 
posal something like this: ,Although we have taken from 
thee more than two thirds of thy territory and population 
and more than 80°/, of thy natural treasures — yet in 
the goodness of our heart we are willing to forgive thee 
all this, and the more to show our love of peace we are 
willing to permit thee to kiss the hands of the Keeper of 
thy prison-door, and to deny for good thy Millenia] rights 
and traditions‘. Substantially this would be the meaning 
of the several Diplomatic. papers, addressed to Hungary 
from certain quarters We are unwittingly reminded of an 
unforgettable Operaincident in Wagner’s master piece the. 
Treasure of the Rhine, where Wotan, after having torn 
from the hands of Alberich his last treasure — suddenly 
tries to overwhelm his victim with a cheap ebullition of 
magnanimity: Lo! You are free and may go whereever 
you like. Why do you stand irresolute? I have restored 
you to liberty. Of course we find it quite natural that poor 
Alberich cannot at once fathom the highflown thought of 
his opressor. But why should a quite similar reconciliation 
comedy be more successful in the case of Hungary and 
why exactly Hungary be expected to sing the praises of 
a magnanimity of this kind ? 

The true Locarno spirit should be exactly the con- 
trary to this. And to apply it in the case of Hungary would 
not be difficult, as the Trianon Treaty provides large pos- 
sibilities for redress and reparations. 

The new boundaries of Hungary are economically in- 
Jurious, politically untenable and from the point of view of 
National liberty and Selfdetermination absolutely unjust. 
In the first place, reparation must be found for the most 
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crying grievances, committed by these boundary regula- 
tions, and this by peaceful means: negotiations, popular 
suffrage or International arbitration. The problem of the 
National minorities is also of vital importance to the peace 
of Europe. In the next future the League of Nations must 
find more time for and bring more energy into its dealings 
with the rights of the minorities. Delegates, residing perma- 
nently on the spot must be sent to the territories, inhabited 
by mixed populations. And these, of course, should be 
men of irreproachable character and high culture, in every 
way qualified to represent the high authority and influence 
of the League of Nations, in the farthest lands. And the 
National minorities should even be encouraged to bring 
their complaints before these delegates, whose office it 
would be to take care that these complaints should not 
be dealt with in a mere Platonic way. 

Till this time comes, my counsel to the Magyars is 
to follow an allwise, quiet policy of waiting, for in the 
end justice must triumph over violence. They may console 
themselves also with the fact, that, however weakened, 
even now it is they who stand guard at one of the most 
important gates of Europe. Sooner or later this truth will 
make itself felt. In a firm belief in the final triumph of 
the moral forces shall Hungary find her hope — and suc- 
cess will inevitably follow her just endavours. 


34. 
Harry Elmer Barnes 


Dr Harry Elmer Barnes, Professor of Historical So- 
ciology at Smith College in Philadelphia, in the month 
of May 1925, gave a lecture in Atlantic City on the sub- 
ject of the World-war, in the course of which he has said: 

The responsibility for the war must be laid exclusively 
to the charge of France and Russia. Russia wanted to 
gain possession of the Dardanelles and Izvolszky, by the 
help of Poincaré, succeeded in getting the cooperation of 
France to the project, who on her part wanted to reconquer 
Ailsace-Lorrain. 

At the outbreak of the war it was not Germany who 
had the largest and best army. This view, however widely 
spread, is erroneous. The army of France surpassed that 
of Germany by a hundred thousand head and was better 
equipped. The cause of the beginning of the war in 1914 
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was, that France and Russia dreaded any further delay. 
They were afraid that England gaining an insight of what 
is gainig on behind the scenes — withdraws from the 
Confederation. 

Barnes, in an article of his, written more recently 
under the title ,The verdict in war-guilt as it stands in 
1926“ which appeared in the April number of the Ma- 
gazin ,Die Kriegsschuldfrage* establishes the fact that the 
evasive reply, given by the Serbian Government to the 
Austrian Ultimatum in July 1914, was planned and pre- 
pared in the French Foreign Ministry. This however had 
been proved conclusively also by the French Morhardt, who 
adds the further information that the reply was drafted by 
Berthelot, then secretary of State. 


5* 


PART IL. 


French Defence and Critiques con- 
cerning the Peace-Treaties 


1. 
André Tardieu 


The critiques of the Peace-Treaties called forth a 
French defence. André Tardieu in his book ,La Paix‘ 
(Paris 1921) with a Preface by Clemenceau, bestows exorbi- 
tant praises on the Peace-Treaties and their Principal Author. 
He criticises Keynes for calling the Peace-Negotiations ,The 
Miasmatic Pools of Paris“ and saying, that the Allied 
Powers (e. g. France-says he) abused their Power in framing 
the Peace-Treaties — and further, that the French highly 
exaggerated the damages caused on the devastated Terri- 
tories. Against these statements he upholds Bernhardi’s 
opinion, that the Peace can be nothing else than a 
continuation of the War, so long as the conditions are 
fully executed. This Peace — in his view — is honest and 
just ,une paix de justice et de probite*. 

He likens the demand of 350 milliards damages from 
Germany to the inroad into Belgium. And yet this sum 
is only 30°/, of the War-costs, amounting to a 1000 milliards. 
Such an ,inroad* is no abuse and not cruel. 

The destruction of Austria-Hungary was unavoidable 
and useful. The Peoples demanded the abolition of the 
German and Magyar rule. They shook. off the Yoke of 
Oppression already before the Peace-Treaty. The Treaty 
only sanctioned, what the War had created, and raised a 
breast-work against Pan Germanism(?), by installing as 
guards to the gate of Germany the newly created Young 
States. 
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Czecho-Slovakia regained her Historical (?) frontiers, 
with Pozsony and other towns. Jugo-Slavia also gained 
frontiers, necessary for her safety against Hungary and 
Bulgaria. 

But the most interesting to know, is, why Roumania 
joined the Entente in 1916. The reason, given in the book, 
was, that the pitiable cries of the Magyarized Roumanians, 
from the plains(?) of Transylvania, rang over the Carpathian 
Mountains to the Old Country, soliciting help. Then, here 
also, the Object of the Invasion was the liberation of the 
,oppressed*. The Roumanians, on the ground of the 1916 
Treaty’) got Transylvania and the railway lines to the West, 
which they considered absolutely necessary for their Econo- 
mical life. | 

In 1919 France assisted Austria to a Frontier Recti- 
fication as against Hungary — to give her a_ necessary 
Agricultural District (?), and thereby prevented her Union with 
Germany (?). 

The Anglo-Saxons and the Germans object to the 
Peace-Treaties, as being abusive, intolerable and unjust. 
They charge them with being Dictates and not Treaties, 
arrived at by mutual agreements. They blame in them the fact 
that Popular Votes were not resorted to. Popular Suffrage 
was employed, to some extent; but in certain cases this 
could not be done, because it would have been merely a 
false pretence for breaking a pledged word. Our choice 
lay between Popular Suffrage or the restitution of Czecho- 
Slovakia.”) Against this may be set the statement that the 
rights of the Minorities were secured (?) to such an extent, 
that the respective Governments consider it a trespass on 
their Sovereignity. 

Many speak disdainfully of Czecho-Slovakia, Jugo- 
Slavia and Great Roumania, as being troublesome Allies, 
who stand in need of being continually propped up. But 
they did not say so, when they were called to our help. 
It is said also, that Europe has been Balkanised. But the 
Peoples once liberated cannot be ordered back under their 
old rulers. It is said further, that all this will rake up a 
war of hatred against France, that this is a Peace of 
Destruction and not that of Construction, that the new building 


') This Treaty has been considered by Jurists null and void 
through the Bucharest Peace. It has never been recognised by America. 

*) This is a public acknowledgement of the fact, that the 
Slovaks and the Ruthenians would never have voted for a Union 
with Bohemia. 
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is far more worthless than the pulled down old one was. 
The future will show what all these prognostications 
are worth. 

Tardieu was one of the Principal actors in the Peace- 
Treaties, member of the most important Committees, Clemen- 
ceau's trusted friend, and later on Minister. His book, then, 
as the mouth-piece of the French Official circles of the 
time, is very instructive. 


This weak defence of the Peace-Treaties did not 
silence the Critiques-nay it strengthened their force. 

A whole guard of Historians has arisen, to pull to 
pieces the false accusations of the French. The Diplomatic 
Documents have been Officially published (White-Book). 
The Official Reports found in Belgium appeared also. The 
Russian Szovjet published the Secret documents of the 
Czar’s Government, preparatory of the War (Black-Book). 
As an answer to these the French published — only a 
select part of their Foreign Papers (Yellow-Book). 

On this, more-and more of the Allied Powers began 
a turnabout race. The American Senate refused sanctioning 
Wilson’s Work, and concluded a separate Peace With 
Germany and with Hungary. Clemenceau fell in the French 
Parliament. Lloyd George, being no longer Prime Minister, 
began his disclosures. In Ihe English Parliament several 
members declared, that the Peace-Treaties had thrown back 
Civilization in subjecting cultured peoples (the Magyars) to 
halfzivilized Balkan Peoples (the Roumanians and Serbians) 
and so Balcanizing Eastern Europe. 


2: 
S. Jean Desthieux 


On the critiques, addressed against the Peace-Treaties, 
the conscience of the French has also begun to awaken 
and several Frenchmen have raised their voice against the 
impossible Peace-Treaties and their consequences. 

S. Jean Desthieux’s book: La paix n’est pas faite. 
I, La lecon de Pyrrhus. II. La petite Entente (Paris 1922) 
[There is no peace. I. The lesson of Pyrrhus. II. The 
Little Entente] is in two volumes. In this book the author 
asserts the Peace-Treaties to have been the work of 3—4 
evil-minded, ambitious and faithless men, and the con- 
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sequence has been the anarchy of Europe. On the ruins 
of States, a thousand years old e. g. Austria and Hungary 
has been built up the Little Entente, which has inherited 
all the weaknesses of the Monarchy, without a single one 
of its advantages. The principal object of this new Triple 
Alliance is the preservation of the Trianon Treaty and 
defence against Hungary. 

Czecho-Slovakia is not a country of Unity, it is rather 
a forced huddling together of different peoples, out of whose 
14 million inhabitants not more than 6 millions are genuine 
Czechs. The others consider the Czech as oppressor, and 
make France responsible for their slavery. The Slovaks 
demanded Autonomy, but this was refused them. As rulers 
the Czechs despoil and impoverish the Slovaks, suppress 
their language and religion and this they do, while the 
Slovaks declare themselves a separate Nation with a 
literature and History of their own. This people had been 
living a thousand years in Hungary, under Magyar rule, 
without having lost its Nationality. Now a forcible effort is 
being made in the schools, in the offices, everywhere fo 
make them Czechs. The Slovaks demand Autonomy and 
popular vote. Many of them declare openly, that they would 
rather return under Hungarian rule, than live under the 
yoke of the Czechs. 

The Ruthenian question is even more singular. They 
too did not wish for a junction with Bohemia. The great 
Majority protested against it and expressed openly that 
they would rather remain with Budapest, than go to Prague. 
The Ruthenians say: over ten centuries we have been living 
together with the Magyars and kept our language and 
religion. Ten years in Czech slavery will be enough to 
lose them both, and this is not our wish. 

Czecho-Slovakia is not a compact National state. /ts 
Nationalities are in a considerable Majority over the ruling 
race. It is a new Austria-Hungary. Such a rootless tree will 
fall victim to the first storm. She cannot stand long, she 
has no germs of life in her. 

Such are /ugo-Slavia and Great Roumania also. The 
latter has joined the Little Entente, out of hatred and fear 
of the Magyars, although life-interests should impel her 
to seek an Alliance with Hungary. But they know that 
Hungary will never renounce her rights over Transylvania 
and so avoid every approach to her. 

Hungary, since the Trianon-Peace, has endeavoured to 
preserve internal order and peace. In spite of this, the 
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Czech and Roumanian Press has constantly exhibited her 
as the land of Tyranny and dissimulation, and have never | 
ceased to talk of ,Magyar danger“. Benes, in connection 
with the West Hungarian question, has been indefatigable 
in stirring up European public opinion against the Magyars, 
and demanded authorisation for an armed intervention. 
Being unsuccessfull in this, he asked for a Corridor line 
in Western Hungary, towards Jugo-Slavia. Italy energetically 
protested against this. Then he turned about and pushed 
himself up as mediator between Austria and Hungary. 
Certainly not according to his wish, the West Hungarian 
question, on Italy’s intervention, was peaceably settled by 
a popular vote, which, being in favour of Hungary, left 
Sopron and its environs in the possession of the latter 
Country. This vote justified Count Apponyi’s demand made 
at the Peace-Congress, that a popular vote should decide 
in the question of the parts, adjudged to be severed from 
Hungary. 

Hungary has been severely punished for the benefit 
of peoples. which have no History, no courage, no heart, 
no honour and no reliability. 


_ When king Charles returned to Hungary a second 
time, the Government resisted him, and the Parliament 
voted for the demanded dethronement. But Prague was 
not satisfied even with this. It demanded that the dethro- 
nement should be extended to the whole House of Habs- 
burg, and disarmament should be effected without delay. 
It still sought for a pretence for military intervention. This 
shows how much disquiet is felt by the Czechs with 
regard to Hungary. 

Czecho-Slovakia proved to be an unreliable ally in 
the Russian-Polish question also. At the time of the Russian- 
Polish war she showed herself neutral. but favoured the 
Russians. The Magyars offered their help to the Poles, 
but the Czechs did not let them pass over the Slovak 
and Ruthenian lands. In vain would Take Jonescu effect 
a compromise between the Czecho-Polish interests, for 
he Poles did not forget the Czech machinations. In Poland 
every body knows that no one can be'‘a friend of the 
Poles, who is a friend of the Germans and the Russians 
and enemy of the Magyars. 


Eastern Europe was never so dismembered as it has 
been by the Peace-Treaties. It is not difficult to foretell, that 
this, sooner or later, will bring on sanguinary wars. 
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This is the first French book, which openly asserts, 
that the creations of the Paris-Peace-Treaties are untenable, 
they are only provisional, and must be revised. 


3. 
Charles Tisseyre 


The change in the French public feeling is shown 
also by the circumstance, that in the French Chamber a 
Pro-Magyar group has been formed, under the presidency 
of M. Charles Tisseyre, who several times visited our 
country and now has written a book about us under the 
title: ,Une erreur diplomatique: La Hongrie mutilée“ (Paris, 
1923) [,,An error of Diplomacy: Mutilated Hungary ‘]. 

It is time — he says — fo revise not only the Peace- 
Treaties but the ideas also, which had given rise to them. 
Of old, Hungary was a friend of France — in the time 
of Rakéczi and Kossuth. In 1885, at the time of the 
Budapest Industrial Exhibition, the French visitors had 
been honoured with a splendid reception, as M. Francois 
Coppée has described. Even after 15 years of the Franco- 
German war, he recieved sympathetic demonstrations of 
popular good will for France. The Prime Minister of 
Hungary Count Tisza was the only one among the leading 
States’men, who raised his voice against the War. At the 
time of the war the French in Hungary were in no way 
disturbed. When in 1916 the German Command sent 
Magyar troops to the French fronts, members of Parlia- 
ment protested against it, saying that Hungary is not at 
war with France. And yet all this ended in the dismem- 
berment of the country, on the false pretence, that the 
Magyars oppressed the Nationalities. The truth is exactly 
the reverse. They had been living together a thousand 
years, and in case of an oppression the Nationalities would 
have vanished long since. The Magyars have become 
victims of their own liberalism. They kept schools for the 
Nationalities, while the Roumanians, since the peace, have 
closed the Magyar schools in Transylvania. 

The dismemberment was violent and unjust. Out of 
20 million Magyar subjects the victors have left only 8 
millions. Towns of pure Magyar character and language 
were torn away. [He enumerates them] Kolozsvar e. g. 
with a population of 56,000 Magyars, had only 5600 
Roumanian inhabitants. It was the chief town of Transyl- 


74 


vania, with an University and a thoroughly Magyar Cul- 
ture, the birth-place of king Matthias. It is a bitter irony 
of fate that this now should be turned into a Roumanian 
town. The chief characteristics of the Roumanians are: 
brutality arrogance, and corruption. Bakshis (tip) is the 
rule in their offices. 

Why did they give the 600,000 Szeklers, the oldest 
Magyar tribe, to the Roumanians ? He who believes, that 
these can be turned into Roumanians, knows very little 
Hungarian History. Also they gave them the saxons, and 
I‘), million other Magyars in and out of Transylvania. 

But it is even more scandalous, that by the provi- 
sions of the Peace-Treaty, three counties were to be given 
over to Austria, which had a larger share in the respon- | 
sibility for the war. Only the Popular vote of Sopron saved 
a small part of it. Why was not this Popular vote ordered 
in other parts of Hungary also? French ill-will will drive 
the Magyars into the arms of Germany. From a political 
Unity, a thousand years old, three others have been for- 
med, with even more mixed populations. Out of a sound 
Economical Unity have been made three lifeless ones. 
On what right were 13'/, millions of inhabitants and 37/, 
millions of Magyars torn from Hungary and given to the 
so called Little Entente States? A thousand Years since 
the boundaries of Hungary have been formed by the Car- 
pathian mountains. As often as they had lost it, they 
reconquered it again. Sooner or later they will try to do 
it once more. Their Water System makes this an almost 
unavoidable necessity, for the Great Plain is exposed to 
floods. They had always shaken off the foreign rule, for 
the love of liberty is deeply engraven on their hearts. 
They will do it this time also. They say that four Alsace- 
Lorraines have been made for them by the Peace-Treaties. 
They set up four monuments on the Liberty Place, as 
emblems of these. They wear a badge with this motto: 
»No-no, never“. 

Every one is filled with the desire of revenge. They 
believe that in ten years Germany will break France to 
pieces. England, at the ratification of the Peace, declared 
for Hungary. France will be isolated. They consider France 
the cause of all their misfortunes. 

The Policy, which France is following, will lead to 
a Catastrophe. We have cut up Central Europe. We have 
broken to pieces the Economical Unity of Hungary. /nstead 
of Peace, we have made a new fire-centre. We have est- 
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ranged Hungary, where we have had so many friends, 
and driven her into the arms of Germany, when the struggle 
with Germany has not yet come to an end. We ought to 
gain sympathy and friends for the time of the reckoning. 
We ought to restore the conditions thoroughly disordered 
by the Trianon Treaty. A Danube-Confederation should 
be formed, first on Economic grounds which would prepare 
the way for a political Alliance. 

He exhibits on adjoined maps the old and the new 
boundaries of Hungary, the necessary line of frontier 
rectification, the Oro- and Hydrography of Hungary — 
and remarks — is there any other country, whose natural 
boundaries are so perfect. 

In a more recent declaration of his he says that the 
Trianon treaty is not an error of Diplomacy but a crime. 
To humiliate, and bring to the verge of ruin a Nation of 
so high a Culture as the Magyar — is a crime commilted 
against Civilised Humanity. Hungary, within her present 
boundaries, is incapable of life. Foreign Capital can do 
very little in a country, where there is no iron, no salt, 
no wood, no copper — to mention only the most neces- 
sary materials. | | 

The time for a general revision of the Peace-Treaties 
is not come yet, but a partial revision, the rectification of 
the frontiers might be effected. This would be absolutely 
necessary, in order that the dismembered country might 
secure for itself the barest minimum of life. The line, 
marked out by the towns Pozsony, Losonc, Kassa, Mun- 
kacs, Nagysz6éllés, Szatmarnémeti, Nagykaroly, Nagyvarad, 
Arad and Temesvar would be a frontier line, within which 
life would be possible. The second requisite would be the 
regulation of the rights and defence of the Magyars on 
the annexed territories. For a beginning, these two prob- 
lems are to be solved. 

I had written this three years ago and | can only 
repeat it to day: the frontiers of Hungary were formed by 
Nature, and no human hands can undo them. 


4. 


Alfred Fabre-Luce 


Alfred Fabre-Luce’s book: La Victoire (Paris 1924) 
is a newer indictment against the French aggressive Poli- 
tical spirit. 
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In two principal parts he discusses the question, 
how the war arose, and what are the shortcomings of the 
peace. He brings under an impartial review French Policy 
since the time of the Frankfurt Peace, and establishes, 
the fact that its moving spirit, and at the same time the 
cause of the World War-was the revanche-idea. His final 
aim is to impress upon the World the necessity of a 
Franco-German agreement, for this only can heal the 
wounds. It is time for the French Government and Par- 
liament to turn off from the dangerous road on which-up 
to this time, they have walked. The consequence of the 
bad Peace is — that general ruin, a stealthy lurking war, the 
decadence of Civilization are no longer empty words — 
but very sad realities. : 

The causes of the war, the first steps leading to it, 
must be revised, (the author does it) because these, up to 
this time, with Propaganda objects, have been hidden from 
the public eye and distorted. A study of the documents 
and Diplomatic correspondence leads to quite another 
result than that which the interested Governments thus 
far laid before the World. It is time for the liberation of 
the spirits and the laying bare of the truth. The interest 
of the State and inner respectability demand it: neither 
of them can stand without impartial truth. 

In French public opinion it has taken a deep root, 
that Germany intentionally provoked the war. The crimi- 
nality and responsibility have even been inserted in the 
Treaty. But this is refuted by the State papers, published 
since that time, (German White Book, Sovjet Black Book 
etc.) so that at the London Conference in 1921 only the 
charge of a moderate Culpability has been retained, till a 
neutral Commission assembled at the Hague pronounced 
for a divided responsibility. 

The author tracing back History for half a century, 
to the Franco-German War (1870) discusses the antece- 
dents of the world-war and points out that the French 
did not wish for war, but they have never acquiesced in 
the loss of Alsace-Lorraine. They have followed Gambetta’s 
advice, never to mention, but always to think of it. The 
Germans, on the other hand, insisted on a policy of recon- 
ciliation, Bismarck sometimes brutally, William the second 
with obliging refinement. The Triple Alliance was a defen- 
sive formation against French revanche and the Russian 
Power. In this Alliance Italy was a ,dead point*, rather 
an item of Liabilities than of Assets, and a secret spy of 
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the Triple Entente, which at the critical moment became 
also openly a traitor. 

He explains, that it was not the Triple Alliance, 
including Germany which stirred up the war. It was rather 
the Entente, which did it. In it England was the secret 
intriguer, French Diplomacy the instigator, and Russia the 
instrument, pushed in the foreground. The Balkan Wars 
did not arise spontaniously, but at the secret instigation 
of the Entente, because it was the object of the chief 
Managers, that the World war should break out not in 
the West, but in the East; that in this way Germany 
should be drawn in by kussia and that the two great 
Western Powers might ward off from themselves even the 
semblance of responsibility. 

He gives startling disclosures of the machinations of 
the Secret Diplomacy. The fire-brand of the World-War 
had been carried to Saint Petersburg by Poincaré on his 
visit there at the end of July 1914. It was he who incited 
the Russians to aggressive measures in the defence of 
Serbia. In vain did the Czar try to check the War-spirit 
(even calling to the German Emperor for help in his tele- 
gram July 29—1914) and the torpedo, left by Poincaré 
was blown up by the War-party. The lion’s part of the 
,divided responsibility“ certainly falls to the share of 
Poincaré. 

The second part of the book discusses the short- 
comings and faults of the Peace Treaties, strongly con- 
demning the occupation of the left bank of the Rhine 
and the Ruhr-Country, the violent measures, the over 
charged claims, and the ways of restitution. 7he peace of 
the human minds is to be restored not by violent measures, 
but by moral means. A way must be found for reconcili- 
ation, for an agreement with the Germans, for a coopera- 
fion in the rebuilding of the world. 

This would be a moral victory, a real victory! 


hat 
Alcide Ebray 


Alcide Ebray, late French Minister Resident and 
Consul-General in his book: ,La paix malpropre“ [,The 
dirty Peace“| already in the title forebodes the substance 
of the book. It is a newer, and a valuable product of the 
Peace-Literature. 
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Ebray was a journalist on the Staff of the ,Journal 
des Débats* and as such, leader of the Foreign Depart- 
ment. From here he was called to service in the Ministry 
for Foreign Affairs. He however, shortly after, left the 
diplomatic service and in 1924 published his interesting 
book at Milano, iu which he strongly condems the Peace- 
operations, and thunders Veritable Philippics against the 
Peace- Treaties. 

The leading thought of the book is, that the Entente 
left the way of Honesty. It construed the Catastrophe of 
the world into a crime, that it may have a pretext to 
punish, The trickeries, the abuses, the unmerciful condi- 
tions of the Peace-are all the outcome of a blind, fana- 
tical hatred. 

Such a Peace is a real crime. The Entente led Ger- 
many astray with Wilsons points, which, after the disarma- 
ment, were most shamelessly ignored. The proceedings of 
the French Government were disloyal and dishonest, M. 
Poincaré being the chief malefacto¥ in it. 

He sorrowfully remembers the destruction of Austria- 
Hungary, and confirms the truth of the earnest efforts of 
the Magyar Government to preserve the peace, and justi- 
fies our defensive measures against disintegration. He holds 
a revision necessary, but feels the difficulty of its realisation. 

He thinks it more likely that, in tine, the exaggera- 
tions of the Peace-Treaties will lose their sharpness; and 
with the disappearance of hatred and the constant sounding 
of justice-execution will not be forced and the conditions 
will be mitigated. 


6. 
Anatole France 


We must not pass by without a mention of Anatole 
France’s views on the Peace-Treaties, published by Mar- 
cel le Goff: 

, lhe forcing of this Peace upon the enemy is the 
greatest error, which will soon make Europe an uninhabi- 
table place. The dismemberment of Austria-Hungary is 
sheer madness. To Balkanise Central Europe, means nothing 
less than fo scatter the seeds of a new war. 

The whole war was a great mercantile transaction, 
and the peace is worthy of such an origin. The real point 
at issue was merely a business concern. The coal, the 
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mines, the petroleum, the flotilla, the mercantile interests 
played a more important part in it than the rights of 
the Peoples. Money — every where money — has been 
the ruling power, which trampled down everything else. 
Capitalism divides the World according to its interests 
and laughs at bloodshed, and sacrificed Human Life. 


This peace is a perfect Bankruptcy and for France 
the greatest calamity. lf no European United States will 
follow in the wake of peace, then it will be only an 
armistice—war to begin soon anew.“ 


Tr: 
Mathias Morhardt 


Mathias Morhardt has written a profound book, of 
wide importance, which attracted general notice. The title 
of the book: Les preuves — Le crime de droit commun — 
Le crime diplomatique (Paris 1925). [The proofs — The 
crime against Justice — The crime of the Diplomacy.] 

Of the person of the author it is interesting to know 
that he was born at Geneva in 1863, and from his twen- 
tieth year has been living in Paris, as a French citizen. 
_In 1888 he became member of the Staff of the ,Temps“ 
and wrote critiques, poems and dramatic pieces. At the 
time of the Dreyfuss trial he carried on, along with Zola, 
an energetic warfare in the interest of the innocently con- 
demned Captain. When the League of Human Rights was 
formed, he became the General Secretary of it, and wor- 
ked there 13 years. In 1916 he entered into a League 
with several others with the object of studiing the official 
documents and other writings, relating to the war. And 
since that time he has been indefatigable in searching out 
and studying the memoirs, documents and other proofs 
relative to the war. 


The book is the result of nine years of scientific 
labour, searching for the truth and in this following the 
voice of his conscience. In writing his book, he relies 
not on one-sided statements but on documents of un- 
doubted authenticity. He states and proves, that Poincaré 
was the originator and principal manager of the war. It was 
he, who prearranged and purposely threw the firebrand 
into the powder-cask of the war, pushing into the fore- 
ground and goading on the Russians-when Austria-Hungary 
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demanded statisfaction from the Serbs, for the murder of 
Francis Ferdinand and his wife. 

The book is divided into two parts. The first dis- 
cusses the Serajevo murder, the second treats of the 


Diplomatic preparation of the World-War and the efforts 


made to prevent its outbreak. 

Morhardt examines every document and passes an 
impartial judgment. He passes by the documents of the 
Central Powers and relies exclusively on the Serb, French, 
English, Russian, Belgian, Italian and Sviss Official Papers, 
for, as he says, these are quite sufficient to upset the 
abominable lie which is the foundation of the unjust, and 
oppressive Peace-Treaties. 

He discusses in detail the murder of Francis Ferdt- 
nand, and proves, that, the bombs, pistols and the money 
were Supplied to the murderers by Serb state-servants, and 
officers of the Army. Serbian officers were the instructors 
of the murderers in handling the bombs and pistols. Ser- 
bian State Officials prescribed the way of the murderers 
and helped them in passing the frontier line. He shows, 
that the Serb Government knew of the projected mur- 
derous design. The Austro-Hungarian Foreign Government, 
in the Belgrade Ultimatum, mentioned only Major Tanko- 
sitch as being the man, who had given the murderers the 
money and the arms. It did not know as yet that it was . 
a person of higher standing, who arranged the whole 
affair. It was Dragutin Dimitrievitch, colonel and chief of 
the Intelligence Department in the Serbian Ministry of 
War, who subsequently, in 1917, was executed in Salonika, 
under very suspicious circumstances. The charge against 
him was a murderous attempt against Prince Alexander, 
then Regent, at present King of Serbia. Colonel Dimit- 
rievitch had arranged also for the murder of the Royal 
family in 1903. King Pefar Knew quite well that Dimit- 
rievitch was the chief of the murderers, who assasinated 
King Alexander and his wife, and he yet — or may be for 
the actual deed raised him to one of the highest posts. 

Colonel Dimitrievitch was the founder of the ill famed 
Ujedijenje ili Smrt, which in its shorter name was called 
Black Hand. After the Salonika murder-project Dimitrievitch 
was executed. He, before the Military Court, boasted of 
the meritorious services he had rendered to the State by 
the murder of Francis Ferdinand and his wife. On February 
24 1924, the Conrades of Dimitrievitch appealed to the 
Skuptchina to grant a remedy at law, but the Appeal was 
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refused, for fear of the truth becoming known to the world 
that not only the Government, but even the Court knew 
of the murderous project of Serajevo. According to Mor- 


-hardt there are also other proofs of this c. g. the Serajevo 


speech of Mehmed Mehemedbasitch. This man belonged 
to Princip’s band, but after the murder he succeeded in 
escaping to Cettinje. The criminality of the Serb Govern- 
ment and Court is proved also by the fact that on July 
20 1920 the bodily remains of Princip were carried from 
Serajevo to Belgrade and there solemnly interred in a tomb 
of honour. At the funeral Ceremony Mehmed Mehemeda- 
basitch in a great speech extolled Gavrillo Princip as the 
greatest Serbian National hero, and openly declared that 
the murder was planned and arranged by Colonel Dimit- 
rievitch chief of the Intelligence Department of the Ministry 
of War. 

In the number of the Serb Official paper, the Srpsky 
Novini for June 28 1914 an Appendix was added which 
announced, that the day of Vidovdan so far was a day 
of mourning to the Serb people. This day, however (June 
28—1914) should be a day of joy and glory on account 
of the events which happened on it, and even more so 
on account of the consequences, which would follow from 
it. This Appendix came into print at a time, when the 
tidings of the Serajevo murder had not yet reached Bel- 
grade, where, however, it was well known, what would 
happen. The Serb Government is seriously compromised 
by an involuntary confession of Vesnitch, the Serbian 
Envoy in Paris, who on July 2"¢ 1914 made the reasons 
for the Serajevo murder ,intelligible“ to Viviani, the French 
Minister for Foreign Affairs. Vesnitch thus recognised, 
that the Serajevo murder was the answer of Serb chau- 
vinism, to the Austro-Hungarian Policy. 

Morharadt then takes point by point the Ultimatum 
of the Monarchy, which proves how groundless the state- 
ment is, that Serbia was willing to satisfy the demands 
of the Monarchy. Morhardt shows, that not one of these 
demands had been honoured by the Serb Government. The 
answer is cunning, circuitous, ironical, and does not satisfy 
in the least the just demands of the Monarchy. Except 
France, every country recognised the need of punishing 
Serbia. Sir Edward Grey and Sasanov repeatedly declared 
that Serbia stands in need of a lesson. France only took 
the murderers under her protection. Morhardt conclusively 
proves, that the ironical and cunning answer of Serbia to 
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the Ultimatum of the Monarchy had been drawn up by 


Berthelot, secretary in the French Ministry for Foreign: 


Affairs. 


After the murder of the Crown-Prince, Poincaré, 


along with Viviani, travelled to Saint Petersburg and there, 
after the banquet, given in his honour by the Czar, thus 
addressed count Szdpdry,the Austro-Hungarian Ambassador: 


Have you any news from Serbia ? 


A judicial investigation is being carried on, answered 
Szapary. : | 

I am very much interested in the result of this investi- 
gation, said Poincaré, in an aggressive tone. I remember 
two other investigations, which had not improved your 
relations with Serbia. Do you remember _ the Friedjung 
and Prohaska cases? 

Count Szdpdry — Morhardt says — gave a satisfactory 
answer to the President. Poincaré, however, not heeding 
that he was speaking to the Ambassador of the State, 
whose Crown Prince had been murdered, threatened 


Austria, saying, that Serbia had very warm friends in the 
Russian People — and Russia’s Ally is France. What 


complications may arise from this! 

After this incident, count Pourtales, the German Am- 
bassador telegraphed to his Chancellor: 

The President of the French Republic, in a Country 
in which he was a guest, used language, in his talk with 
Count Szdpdry, which must raise Universal consternation. 

Is this the talk of a states’man —- asks Morhardt — 
who wishes to settle peacably a dreadful conflict, caused 
by the Serajevo murder? Poincaré instructed Paléologue, 
the French Ambassador in Saint-Petersburg that — Sasanov 
should hold out and we must back him up: 

Sasanov had to hold out, that the war might break out. 

The preliminaries of the war are cleared up in the 
second part of his book — ,The crime of the Diplomacy“ 
in which he speaks of the preparation for the war. 

In the first chapter he sets in a clear light the ad- 
ventourous and aggressive Policy of Poincaré. The greatest 
desire of Russia was to take possession of Constantinople 
and the Dardanelles. At the end of 1911, Jswolski came 
to Paris, as Russian Ambassador, with the instruction to 
sound this question in France. At that time Cai/laux was 
the Prime Minister of France, and he was not inclined 
to support Russia in her adventurous claims. Very soon 
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however Poincaré came to the helm of Government, and 
from this moment the closest connection was formed be- 
tween Poincaré and I/swolski. The latter almost daily was 
closeted with Poincaré, and it was the French Prime 
Minister — according to Morhardt —-who set the Offen- 
siva going. He voluntarily informed Iswolski on February 
298 1912 of his willingness to treat with Russia. A few 
months later the Admirals of the French and Russian 
Flotillas met and Poincaré informed the French Admiral 
that he agreed to the concentration of the French Flotilla 
at Vizerta. The object of this peace-demonstration was, 
according to /swolski, to impress our prospective enemies 
with our power. 

As for France — Poincaré declared — in case of a 
conflict — if the destruction of Bulgaria by Turkey, or if 
an attack of Austria-Hungary on Serbia were contemplated, 
and Russia would not remain passive, but first by Diplo- 
macy, later by military measures should take hostile steps 
against Turkey, respectively against Austria-Hungary-France 
would back her only through her Diplomacy. But if Ger- 
many also were drawn into the conflict, this would be 
recognised by France as Casus foederis, and she would 
fulfil the obligations of the Treaty. Russia then already at 
the beginning of 1912 knew, that France with her military 
Power would stand by her, if Germany should be entang- 
led into the conflict. 

Poincaré even went further and prescribed the con- 
ditions of the coming war. In the Report of Iswolski, dated 
on November 17 1912 the programme is clearly worked 
out which the French Diplomacy followed in 1914. 

The part of Russia is — says Poincaré — to take 
the initiative in any question, wihch falls in to the sphere 
of her nearer interests. The part of France is — to back 
her most vigourously. Then, he adds, if Russia is carrying 
on war, France is sure to do the same. For, it is well 
known, that in this question (the Balkan question) it is 
Germany, which will stand at the back of Austria-Hungary. 

Iswolski on November 18 1912 again took up this 
question, in a telegraphic Message to his Government, 
which he, in consideration of its importance, before sen- 
ding it, showed to Poincaré, who precisely defined his 
stand-point, with the following words: France will march, 
if the casus foederis, as prescribed in the convention, is 
present, that is-if Germany goes to the assistance of 
Austria-Hungary by military aid. 
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Poincaré then, in the calm days of peace, without 
consulting the French Nation, the French Government, 
the President of the Republic — tied the fate of his country 
to that of Russia, and encouraged the warlike Russia to 
create this Casus foederis Poincaré, after his election to 
the Presidency, continued his aggressive policy even more 
unrestrained. His first step was to recall Louis, Ambassador 
of France in Saint Petersburg, because he was not suffi- 
ciently warlike, and sent Delcassé in his stead. J/swolski, 
after the election of the President July 29% 1913, joyfully 
reports to his Government: Just now I have had a longer 
consultation with Poincaré, who told me, that, as Presi- 
dent of the Republic, he may more directly regulate the 
foreign Policy of France. To this declaration /swolski adds, 
that in Poincaré’s view, it is of very great consequence 
to the French Government, that public opinion shall be 
prepared for a war in the Balkans, in which war France 
will have to partake. 


According to Morhardt, the Italian Ambassador 7iffoni 
was a worthy coadjutor of Poincaré, who also was initiated 
in the plot. Poincaré, after his conversation with /swolski, 
told Tittoni in 1912, that, if the Austrian-Serb conflict 
should give rise to a general war — then Russia could 
count on the fullest support of France. 


When we read the Diplomatic documents after June 
28, — Morharat continues —- we see nothing but inde- 
cision and uncertainty. The Cabinets are at a loss, what 
to do. A leader is wanted, and Poincaré becomes this 
leader. In the very midst of the European Crisis Poincaré 
goes to Saint Petersburg, with a firmly set purpose. The 
fact itself, that he made this journey at such a time ans- 
wers to a War-programme. If Poincaré had been for peace, 
a telegram only would have been sufficient. He should 
have telegraphed, that France does not patronise the case 
of the Serajevo murderers, and peace would have been 
secured. But Poincaré travels to Saint Petersburg to realise 
his programme, his projects, his Policy. We have numbers 
of documents to show that Poincaré did not go to the Russian 
Capital in order to smooth away the conflict, but to 
strengthen Panslavism, to rake up the chauvinist and 
Imperialist passions, to induce that vacillating, timid 
creature Nicholas II to a final decision. Morhardt empha- 
sises, that his proofs are decisive. His witness for the 
Crown is Paleologue, the French Ambassador, who had 
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overheard Poincaré’s talk with the Czar, on the Imperial 
yacht and the toasts in Saint Petersburg. 

Decisive proofs also are the Petersburg and Reval 
telegrams, the first sent on July 22—1914, the second on 
July 24, the latter of which shows that Poincaré, Buchanan 
the British Ambassador and Sasanow had agreed in 
Saint Petersburg to let things develop into a war. From 
Reval Poincaré and Viviani ordered a demonstration to 
be arranged in Paris. After the close of the war, Poincaré 
himself referred at Strasburg to this demonstration, as 
being a splendid proof that the French Nation approved 
of his Policy. Returning to Paris, ,with wild and passionate 
energy“ Poincaré goes to work, to animate the vacillating 
spirit of the Russian Government, till, in the end, he 
succeeds. When the order for Mobilisation was set before 
Nicholas \I for signature, he ,pale and trembling craved 
for pardon‘ and protested against being forced by this 
hasty Mobilisation order to be the first mover in the Origin 
of the war. He was told that with his refusal he would 
bring on himself the anger of his allies. 

After the Victory, in the Paris paper ,Opinion* on 
December 14‘, 1918, there was published an article, which 
would not have passed the Censor, if Poincaré had not 
identified himself with it. This article contains the 
following statement: Metz and Strassburg are again in 
our possession. This we owe not only to our brave soldiers, 
living and dead — but it is the crown of that Policy, 
which Raymond Poincaré inaugurated and carried on. and 
with perseverance made use of the advantages; a policy 
which if it was necessary sacrificed the Accessory to the 
Principal, the means to the purpose, and the men to the 
work. Yes — Morhardt says — we owe Metz and Stras- 
burg to this brutal Policy. But why does Poincaré wish 
to shake off responsibility now? Why does he resort to 
jugglery to make men believe that France would not have 
moved if Germany had not declared war on France on 
August 3%? Does Poincaré stand in need of extenuating 
circumstances? Must he ask pardon for having attained 
a complete success ? } 

Certain it is — continues Morhardt — that the result 
was not so complete as had been expected. The sacrifices 
were too great: two millions of dead, and France is now 
bound to pay five hundred milliard gold francs debts. li a 
man, like Poincaré, has realised the dreams of his life, 
why does he not sanction his work with his signature, as 
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Napoleon III did. For he on March 2™4 1871 wrote: 
I admit, we were the aggressors. 

The French writer, with a wonderful love of truth, 
analyses the French, English, Italian, Roumanian and 
Russian Official documents. He compares and explains 
Official documents, but never uses combinations. He does 
not start from presumtions, nor judges after appearances; 
but with the responsibility of a Historian, the thoroughness 
of a scientist, and the warmth of an apostle of Truth — 
he examines those documents, which, thus far, have come 
to light. England, France and Italy have not yet opened 
their secret Archives. Perhaps they will never follow the 
examples of Germany and the Monarchy. But — according 
to Morhardt — even from these scattered documents it 
may be incontestably established, that it was not the 
circumventing policy of Eduard VII, which led to the war, 
but the policy of France. Poincaré already as Prime 
Minister began the organisation of the war. And — as 
President of the Republic, in the time of peace, worked 
out a complete programme for the war, which was to 
break out in the near future. And when Russia understood 
the advice of the French President, that it was for Russia 
to take the first step in the war; when Hartwig, the 
Russian Envoy at Belgrade had created the proper atmos- 
phere for the Serajevo murder, and when the deadly 
bullets had done their horrid work: then the President, 
the Foreign Minister, the whole French Government and 
the Diplomatic Corps, by all means in their power, 
prevented a peaceful settlement of the conflict between 
Austria-Hungary and Serbia. 

Poincaré longed for the war, looked for the war and 
worked for the outbreak of the War. Whereas Germany 
and the deadly insulted Austria-Hungary exerted their utmost 
strength, till the last moment — to preserve the peace. 


8. 


The French Intellectual labourers 


The French Intellectual labourers demand also the 
revision of the Versailles Peace Treaty. A hundred men 
from the Intellectual classes have signed an Appeal addressed 
to the Conscience of the Millions. The Appeal reads thus: 

— It is only misunderstanding, which stands between 
the World and Peace. This keeps alive the warlike spirit 
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between the late belligerent Nations, especially between 
France and Germany. The cause of this spirit is the feeling 
of Injustice, which is inseparable from the instinct of 
Revenge. The public opinion of Germany tolerates with 
deep indignaton the 227—230 and 231 articles of the 
Versailles Peace Treaty. The German Nation does not 
object to the Reparation and Restitution costs, and would 
accept a solution in which these were punctually settled 
and fixed by International Agreements, but it cannot admit 
the validity of that recognition of responsibility for the 
war, which was extorted from it by threats. Against this 
Clause Germany protested both before and after the signature 
of the Versailles Treaty. This Gigantic Trial, in which the 
whole Human race was interested, is so much entangled 
in the details of its origin, that it can only be decided 
after the opening to free accession of all the different 
State Archives — and_only by a court, which stands 
above the States. The Article 231, (the recognition of the 
responsibility for the War) as attested by documents, had 
been extorted from Germany by the threat — that in case 
of a refusal to sign it — war would be instantly continued 
till the complete destruction of Germany. The time of 
summary processes, which would recognise no Appeal, is 
gone by. It is just as illegal to brand a people with 
infamy, as it would be unlawful to sentence a person to 
death without a contradictory proceeding. No security can be 
attained in the future without disarmament. The Article 231 
must be changed so as to make it acceptable to all the 
parties. And the 227—230 articles — referring to the 
sanctions — must be altered also, because they tend to 
perpetuate hatred and are prejudicial to the final establishment 
of Peace. This is not sign of the weakness of the French, 
but it is a sign of their honesty and a manifestation of 
Human solidarity. European Civilisation is playing out its 
last card. In case of a new wat, it will be hoplessly ruined. 


9. 


Paul Eugenie Regnier 


From the pen of Paul Eugenie Regnier the French 
Magazinne ,Opinion* published a longer Article under 
the title ,Hungary Renaissant*’ 

Coming from Austria to Hungary, he was greatly 
surprised by the different way of thinking between the 
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Austrians and the Magyars. The dissatisfaction in the 
Austrians, he found, was only a tepid feeling. Not so in 
the Magyars, who were prancing and rearing, just as their 
steeds, galloping on their plains. Every where, in Churches, 
in public buildings, in theatres, in the Hotels, on the 
margin of the newspapers might be read the creed of the 
dismembered country: / believe in the resurrection of Hungary. 


In Austria it is considered almost dishonourable to 
enter the hired Army. In Hungary the Natonal Army — 
although reduced to the number of 35,000 men — enjoys 
general respect and love. In Budapest the well drilled, 
grim regiments march with a military band and the smallest 
Officer is held in greater consideration than an Austrian 
General. 

The middle Class, which suffered much under the 
Bolshevist rule, has now risen to the Consciousness of its 
strength, and organised itself against the subversive 
propaganda of the Bolshevists. Miss Cecile Tormay, the 
celebrated novelist, who pictured in such glowing colours 
the Martyrdom of Bolshevised Hungary, has gathered round 
her in a ieague several thousand Magyar women, from 
the different classes of Society, whose object it is, to 
prepare in their home life the rebirth of their humiliated 
and dismembered Fatherland. Their example has been 
followed by the men. Innumerable Patriotic, religious and 
Cultural societies have been formed with the object, of 
serving the future of the Country. , 

Their watchword is: ,No — No — Never“ e. g. 
they will never acquiesce in the dismemberment of their country. 

Contrarywise to the Austrians — the Magyars firmly 
believe that the day will come, when Hungary will 
again be an important factor in the Concert of the Nations. 
This belief is the source of a not contemptible strength. 


10. 


Paul d’Auer 


Paul d@’ Auer in the ,, Journal de Geneve* (September 27* 
1925) has published an article under the title , Eventually 
Hungary also will enter into a Union with Germany‘. 

He begins with the statement that the Self-determinatory 
right of the peoples can not be kept under restraint for 
an indefinite time. So it is possible that Austria will effect 
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her Union with Germany, which, sooner or later may 
occasion a new world-war. 

This problem even gains in extension by the possibility — 
nay even probability of Hungary’s following in the wake 
of Austria, even if not by a formal Union but only by a 
close Alliance, realised by common foreign policy, military 
agreements, perhaps common war-ineasures but, first of 
all, with a full Custom’s Union. So it must be taken into 
consideration that Germany may increase her strength by 
six million Germans from Austria and eight million Magyars: 
from Hungary. 

It is well known, that the Magyars have no particular 
liking for the Germans from whom the temperament of 
their race wholly differs and who also have many weighty 
reasons to keep them back. But the Habsburgs and the 
Hohenzollerns are no longer in the field and this may 
soothe many of their susceptibilities. True it is, that to 
any kind of junction with Germany only sheer necessity 
could drive then e. g. an intolerably hard pressure, put 
upon them by the encircling Little Entente States. 

Hungary cannot long remain without allies and she 
will look for one where she can most readily find it and 
will accept the least objectionable. This will be Germany. 
So — the Austrian-Great German problem will be extended 
to an Austrian-Magyar-Great German problem, very seriously 
affecting the interests of both France and the Little Entente 
States, who must face the possibilities of this question. The 
danger involved in it can be avoided only by both France 
and the Little Entente States offering to Hungary the right 
hand of friendship. To this three things would be necessary: 

1. Accession to the revision of the Trianon Peace. 

2. Full guarantee of the rights of the Minorities in 
the Succession States: 

3. Good Commercial Treaties must be offered 
to Hungary. 

It is true that the realisation of the first point is not 
easy, considering that the Little Entente has been formed 
precisely with the avowed object of upholding the advantages 
of the Trianon Treaty. But a little insight must tell them 
that only a revision can secure lasting peace. By giving 
back to Hungary the coherent territories with populations 
of pure Magyar blood, on the confines of dismembered 
Hungary, the neighbouring States would get a compensation 
of inestimable blessing — peace to themselves, to Germany, 
to Hungary, to the whole of Europe. As regards the second. 
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point it would be enough honestly to observe the dispositions 
of the Peace-treaties. The rejection by the League of Nations 
of Count Apponyi’s proposal caused in Hungary a painful 
disappointment. Hungary, which has lost two thirds of 
her former territory, contemplates with anxious interest the 
fate of her former children of the same blood, and it was 
a great disappointment to her when the League of Nations 
judged in this matter with an utter disregard of the 
principle — audiatur et altera pars. The League of Nations 
with this decision thrust only deeper its murderous dirk 
into the heart of this Nation, already bleeding through a 
thousand wounds. 

Economic connections would be adventagous both to 
Hungary and to the three Succession States. But they 
would favourably affect also the economy of the whole 
World. The Little Entente States can show up some excellent 
statesnien, if they can only find the necessary courage 
and wisdom, they will do an immense service not only 
to themselves but to mankind at large. France in this way 
would have to deal only with a much simplified German 
problem. If she, with her influence over the Little Entente 
States, could establish harmony in the midst of the popu- 
lations of the Danube valley — she would greatly increase 
her prestige. 


11. 


Jean de Bonnefon 


Jean de Bonnefon: Voyage d’exploration en Hongrie 
inconnue. (A journey of exploration in unknown Hungary) 
Paris 1922. (,Les euvres libres recuil litteraire mensuel 
nro. 8.“) 

The book treats of the natural beauties and fertility 
of Hungary and of the truly noble character and inborn 
strength of the Magyar race. 

The Imperial Government of Vienna — says he — 
had carefully concealed from the eyes of the world this 
Nation — its passions, pride, toughness and wealth. 

This country loved glory and beauty. She may have 
committed faults but she has never given the lie to 
her past. | 

We may ask ourselves the question whether an 
organic strength, grown up in the course of a thousand 
years, can be finally subdued by forces organised and set 
against it quite recently. 
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The Magyars have never been men of apathetic 
despair. Even now they have the will to live — to live 
through flood or fire-brand, through wounds sustained or 
inflicted. They also are ready to fly at the throat of those 
whose earnest wish is to throttle them. Their suffering 
calls forth our esteem, because it stands in such an active 
contrast with the indolent despair of the Viennese. 

As an encouragement against the almost hopeless 
situation stands in the report of Danielou: Hnngary pre- 
sents to view the highest energies of life. 

A thousand years struggle against their constitution 
has failed to cow them. Whether friends or enemies — 
we must acknowledge that this Nation is among the bra- 
vest in the new Europe. The diminished number of the 
square kilometres of their territory or their population 
cannot alter the fact-that the Magyars are in undiminished 
possession of their resisting power and capabilities of 
developement. Never have the Magyars proved themselves 
more worthy to live than in their deepest misfortune. 

The peace-treaties have been based on two prin- 
ciples: consideration for race-differences and the selfdeter- 
minatory right of the peoples. These principles were 
completely ignored in settling the boundaries of dismem- 
bered Hungary. The lessons of Geography have been 
completely left out of account. 

The country of the Magyars, whatever its enemies 
might do, will not perish. Every small Nation has its 
destiny to fulfill. The destiny of Hungary is to stand guard 
over the Danube. 

Hungary is devoid of wood, coal, petroleum etc. 
The principal means of a prosperous life have been taken 
from her. Her legitimate children have been torn from her 
and driven to the brink of despair. And yet the Magyar 
does not despair — for he is not of the stuff, however 
dangerously wounded — to lie down quietly to die. 


PART Ill. 


Italian Critiques 


Ad 


Francesco Nitti 


The most spirited advocate of the Peace-Revision is: 
Francesco Nitti, several times Minister, and in 1919—1920: 
Prime Minister who thus far has published four books. 
written several articles, held several courses of lectures in 
Foreign Countries — in all of them discussing the injus-. 
tice of the Peace Treaties and the unavoidableness of a 
Revision. His works, written in Italian, have appeared in 
ranslations in several languages — some of them in 
Hungarian — and are spread over the whole World. 

Nitti objected to the War, but when War was still 
decided on, and Italy interfered, he did every thing to 
secure the Victory and had great merits in the Financial 
Organization of the War. 

But he disagreed with Sonnino and Orlando about 
the Policy to be followed after the war. He wished to 
disarm the Military and objected to any further warlike 
adventure e. g. the Occupation of Fiume, the Italian 
Expedition to Georgia, the Protectorate over Albania etc. 

He had a painful part to perform: He as Prime 
Minister had to sign the Peace Treaties, in the framing 
of which he took no part, and which he held abominable.. 
It may be owing to this Conscientiousness that he now 
propagates with such fiery zeal their rectification. 

In his country he is now unpopular, as being a Pacifist, 
an Internationalist, an enemy of Fascism. The extreme 
Socialists and Communists likewise bear hostile feeling to. 
him But he goes on his way, proclaiming the Revision 
of the Peace Treaties, 
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A) 


Nitti: L’Europa senza pace 


Fr. Nitti. who as Prime Minister of Italy, presided 
over the San-Remo Conference in 1920, caused a great 
sensation by his first book after the war. The book bears 
the title: ,L’>Europa senza pace“ (There is no Peace in 
Europe). He says in this, that Europe has been brought 
to the verge of ruin, not so much by the war, but by the 
Treaties of Peace. Clemenceau declared, that a Peace Treaty 
is but one way of carrying on War. Truly he did say it, 
for war is being carried on more bitterly than ever. The 
Magyar Population has been placed under the rule of 
peoples of lower Cultural standard. The Entente built Europe 
on shifting sands in the little States, apeing Imperialism. 
The Peace-Treaties cannot be executed. The Peace-Confe- 
rence was merely a talk between Wilson, Clemenceau and 
Lloyd George. The difficulty is, that the Peace-Treaties 
cannot be executed, without the utter ruin of Europe. 

Hungary has suffered the most serious Territorial and 
Economic losses. This poor country, once the Saviour of 
Christianity and Civilization, has fared the worst, quite un- 
deservedly. She has lost two thirds of her Territory with 
three millions of Magyars of her own. And yet this country 
suffered most in the war also—more than halfa million dead. 

In the sitting of the National Assembly, which ratified 
the Trianon Treaty, all the members were clad in black 
and they sang the National Anthem. 

A Nation, on such a high level of Culture as the 
Magyar — may accept her present Status-quo as a provisional 
Necessity, — but is there any hope of her not trying to 
gain back what she has lost? Their chief grievance is, 
that their clever race has been scattered about among 
Roumanians, Jugo-Slavs and Czecho-Slovaks. /f is certain, 
that the vanquished countries will drag down with them the 
Victors also. Heaven-storming are the iniquities, committed 
by the Roumanians against the Magyars. 

Peace cannot return without a Revision of the Treaties. 
If we except an intransigent spirit coming from France — 
every body is convinced of this, both in Europe and in 
America. After the dreadful truncation of German and 
Magyar Territories, no honest Country can guarantee the 
Territorial Inviolability of the newly made States. 
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B) 
Nitti: La decadenza dell Europa 


The second book of Nitti ,la decadenza dell Europa‘ 
(The Decline of Europe and the Ways of Reconstuction) 
(1923) states that the unmercifully maimed and _ tortured 
Hungary suffers cruel pains, and that the madress of 
Violence exercised by France over Germany cannot last long. 

The frontiers of Hungary were marked out quite 
arbitrarily and her Territories were distributed at random.. 
Through the War she has lost 71°6°/, of her Territory 
and 63°6°/, of her Population. The Annexations were made 
arbitrarily, just to answer the claims of the artificially stirred 
up agitations. Hungary, which apparently lives peacefully, 
harbours hatred in her heart of hearts and longs for Liberty. 

If the Nationality principle had been considered, she 
would have lost far less from her Territory. Besides, she 
has lost two thirds of her Mining Industry, three fourths 
of her Railway Connections, the greatest number of her 
Factories, and a very considerable part of her live stock.. 
Hungary had to undergo four horrible plagues: the War, 
the Peace, the Bolshevist Revolution and the Roumanian 
Occupation. The last was the most dreadful. The Roumanians 
carried away everything, they could lay hands on. 

Of all the concquered Countries National feeling is. 
strongest in Hungary. It is quite certain that the proud 
and persevering Magyar will again get upon his feet and 
not tolerate long the shackles of the Trianon Treaty. From 
the Prince Primate down to the last peasant no one is 
Statisfied with his present fate. Hungary, in her thousand 
years of Historical life had very often saved Europe and 
Christianity from Asiatic Irruptions. Even to day she is the 
most important bulwark against Bolshevism. 

The expenses of the several Commissions — Repa- 
ration, Frontiers — and Military commissions — to the 
charge of Hungary, are so great, that we cannot read of 
them without shame and horror. 

In a great part of his second book he characterises. 
and condemns severely the attitude of the French towards 
the Germans. The most despicable thing and also unique 
in the World’s History is that African coloured troops were 
ordered to occupy the most highly cultured towns of the World. 
The treatment of the women by those savage brutes, does 
not bear description. No more odious pages can be found 
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in print, than the complaints of the Germans against the 
occupying hordes of the Rhine Country — of murdered 
women and ravished girls. The wailing cries of the German 
Women are indelible charges against those, who filled 
the World with the catchwords and promises of Right, 
Justice, Liberty and Equality. But the cries of the German 
women die off in the wilderness of insensibilility. A new 
generation of men will call this age the most shameful in 
the History of Europe. 

The Versailles — as well as the other Peace Treaties 
are no others than a continuation of the War, {n the recent 
few years Europe has, got fearfully Balkanised and is 
sinking lower — and lower every day. This Peace will 
eat up more men than the war had done. 


C) 
Nitti: La tragedia dell Europa 


The third book of Nitti: La tragedia dell’Europa (1924). 
(The Tragedy of Europe) discusses ‘the question that 
America is morally responsible for the bad Treaties on 
account of President Wilson’s part taken in them, so she 
cannot turn away from the work of the Restoration; nay- 
the restoration of the disturbed Economical Order of the 
world depends mainly on her. A prime condition, however, 
of this is, that she should cancel the war-debts. But this 
she will not do. 

His most important statements are the following: 
When he had assumed the leadership of the Italian 
Government, the first official duty, that awaited him, was 
the signature of the Versailles Treaty. He had a thorough 
knowledge of that baneful Treaty and considered it the ruin 
of Europe. \n its preparation he took no part and therefore 
he is not responsible for it. He then requested Sonnino 
and his associates that they should sign it. Nevertheless 
misfortune so willed it, that he himself should subscribe 
his name to that Treaty which he considered damnable, and 
which was born of the spirit of violence, lies and robbery. 

He has repented of it, just as every one has of 
those who had subscribed to it, except the French and 
their Vassals. This Treaty is the greatest crime of this new 
Era, the greatest deception of History. The Reparation 
Commission is an infamous tool of Violence and the 
League of Nations is none other than the defender of the: 


‘96 


Peace-Treaties, that is of a Crime. The Foreign Committee 
of the American Senate also was of opinion, that the 
League of Nations was not a body of the Nations, but 
of the Victors, which instead of preventing the new war, 
will rather be the Originator of it. There are more men 
under Arms now than before the war. America’s intervention 
decided the fate of the war; and therefore she is responsible 
for the present situation of Europe. She cannot shake off 
her responsibility. 

Germany alone is not responsible for the war. Russia 
and France, the Policy of M. Poincaré and his friends 
had even greater share in it. Lloyd’ George rightly said that 
in the crime of the war each party had its full share. For 
the present violent and fatal policy howevever, Poincaré 
and his friends alone are responsible. He backs himself 
up with the Reparation Commission. This fantastical Com- 
mission has been invented to serve as a screen against 
every violence. This Commission is the embodiment of 
ignorance and cynicism. It consists of stupid members, 
led by rogues, serving as tools for every iniquity. History 
will remember it as being a society of imbeciles, who are 
largely paid for standing shamelessly to serve the plans 
of greedy, wicked Plutocrats. 

Poincaré is chiefly responsible for the War, and solely 
responsible for the Peace of Ruin. The French Prcpaganda 
during the war, used for catchwords — right and liberty — 
and concluded such secret Treaties, behind the back of 
the English and American Governments, as are more like 
agreements of Bandits than Treaties of Civilized Nations. 
The great Armaments of France on Land, on Water and 
in the Air are not prepared against defenceless Germany, 
but against that People, (the English) to whom she owes 
her deliverance. On the pretence of German danger, she 
has driven her Vassal Associates to exorbitant armaments, 
and concluded with them Military Conventions. The 
Principal object of all these Armaments is, the Hegemony 
of France, the Destruction of Germany, the Acquisition of 
coal and iron and the prevention of England's efforts for peace. 

The Peace-Treaty is so much tangled, it has so many 
Annexes, that tangles are found in it for every iniquity. 
The State’s-men and heads of Government did not know 
to what they subscribe. The wicked saying of Clemenceau, 
that 20.000,000 superfluous people live in Germany (e. g. 
sO many more than in France) serves for instruction, that 
the Germans must not be spared. 
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The parts of nearer interest to Austria-Hungary are 
the following: History only will decide, if it- was fortunate 
to destroy Austria-Hungary (including 11 Nationalities) 
and to create four or five little Austrias in her stead. And 
whether it was more favourable to the Peace of Europe 
and Italy, to have to do with the latter, far more overbearing 
and crafty in her intransigent Nationalism, than Old 
Austria had been. At present these new States are merely 
the obedient and blind tools of the French Destruction 
Policy, which, despite their Financial misery, pride themselves 
on their great armies, and which filled with ridiculously 
perverse self-importance, are on the look out for dangerous 
adventures of robbery. 

In Czecho-Slovakia there are 6.300,000 Czech, 
3.400,000 German, 1.800,000 Slovak, 1.000,000 Magyar, 
450,000 Ruthene and 180,000 Polish-inhabitans. What a 
jumble this is of Racial, Religious, Cultural and National 
minorities! And, since the Czechs are in a minority, they 
are compelled to maintain a large Army, which, in the 
end will prove their doom. In the very same situation 
Roumania and Jugo-Slavia find themselves. Roumania 
cannot pay her creditors, but, for all that, she keeps a large 
army, whose only object is to hold in check the Magyars. 
Her situation is fatal, chiefly for this, that she annexed 
large Territories of Russian and Magyar lands. No Nation 
in Europe can equal the Magyars, in regard to strong 
National feeling. | remember, that when the Roumanian 
Armies invaded Hungary and committed the wildest 
excesses — all of us, at the Paris and London Conferences 
were ashamed of it, and made most strenous efforts to 
put a stop to it. 

But Roumania is the same today as she was then 
and daily commits acts of the most high-handed violence, 
chiefly against the Magyars. To secure her newly gotten 
territories, she is obliged to keep an Army of 165,000 men, 
although her credit is profoundly shaken. Now-Hungary 
will never renounce her claims to her old territories. And 
what resistence can Roumania offer to Hungary and to a 
regenerated Russia? She, as a victim of Militarism, Inner 
Troubles, and disordered Finances, is hastening io her un — 
avoidable doom — to her dissolution. 

The most preposterous Country is Czecho-Siovakia: 
a second, but smaller and more complicated Austria- 
Hungary, which, by an Autocratic Centralization, wishes 
to govern the different Nationalities on one model. But 
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while the old Austria gave selfgovernment to the Nationa- 
lities — the Czech’s aim is not only to govern, but fo 
make Czechs of the other part of the population — not 
whitstanding that they are in Minority. Czecho-Slovakia 
is the centre of the French Propaganda, The Czech Military 
programme is in close connection with the French. She 
has a blind faithin her future and has exorbitant aims of 
Political and Territorial extension, although her Army, on 
account of its composition of several distinct races — has 
all the weaknesses of the old Austrian Army. 40°/, of its 
Offciers Staff are Germans. The Officers of Magyar and 
Slovak extraction, as well as a large proportion of the 
troups, are of hostile feeling. 

So — uncertain and shaky are the foundations on 
which French Policy wishes to build. /f Europe cannot 
shake it off, the Collapse of Central Europe and such wars 
and revolutions will come in its wake which no fantasy 
can picture. 

America is under a moral obligation to interfere. 
Without a revision of the Peace-Treaties there will be no 
Peace in Europe, but she will fall victim to the alternate 
horrors of Military and Proletariat Despotism. 


D) 


Nitti’s declaration about the Conference 
of Geneva 


Nitti, in a declaration of his (September 1924) said, 
that the Geneva Conference, coming just after the London 
Conference, is some improvement in the evolution of the 
Ideas, but not in the progress of. the facts. | — said he — 
do not believe in Reparations. When I was Prime Minister 
in Italy, | always objected to insert the Reparation sums 
into the State Budget. And | said plainly at the London 
Conference, before Millerand and Lloyd George, that a good 
peace with the subdued peoples and the restoration of the 
equilibrium of Europe would be of far more worth, than 
the Reparation millions. A sobering influence began already 
in London. It continued at Geneva, but rather late and not 
in sufficient strength. New Illusions have sprung up. One 
of the worst and most singular Illusions is the. Mutual 
Guarantee Project. The actual effect of this would mean, 
that any one, wishing to change the present state of things, 


99 


would become the enemy of all the others and these would 
be bound to employ force against him. In this way peace 
and disarmament can never be attained. This new Pact- 
Project is only a new double-dealing. Taken at its base, 
this would only be a new Holy Alliance of the Victors, 
a newer guarantee of what the Paris Peaces had created. 

What would be the result of this Mutual Guarantee 
Pact? This, that if Germany to morrow should claim back 
Danzig — all those Countries, which are members of the 
League of Nations, would be obliged to turn against 
Germany. Can it be imagined that America, under such 
conditions, would enter the League of Nations? How could 
any one expect, that every Nation should turn against 
Russia, if she should claim Galicia as her own? Or against 
Hungary, if she wished to regain her lost territories ? Or 
against Germany if she wished to repair the injustice, 
committed against her? 

My opinion about Hungary always was, that this 
Country cannot exist within the limits of her present frontiers. 
No Country has been more cruelly disfigured than Hungary. 
Her territory was distributed at random among Roumania, 
Czecho-Slovakia and Jugo-Slavia. At present Hungary’s 
position is very hard, but this country is inhabited by 
strong men, who will not acquisce in the ruin of their 
country. If the Treaty for Mutual Defence should stabilise 
the present situation, it would stabilise also the present 
impossible position of Germany and Hungary. For this 
reason | do not believe in any presentation of the new 
Illusions. America will not enter into the League of Nations. 
It is not Russia’s interest to enter it. I do not know 
whether Germany will make common cause with her or 
not. But if she does it, she does it with the thought of 
not renouncing her future. 

There is much talk nowadays of disarmament. The 
reason of this is, that the Victors do not know how to cover 
their military expenses and are afraid of the future. But 
without Justice there can be neither peace nor disarmament. 
And there can be no Justice without a revision of the 
Peace- Treaties. 

The wrong, committed against Hungary, is so abominable 
that, at present, no one would bear the responsibility for it. 
Many French writers and Policitians to day express their 
sorrow about the fate of Hungary. And yet, it was France, 
who prepared the present situation, by creating three States — 
Czecho-Slovakia, Jugo-Slavia and Greater Roumania — 
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which grossly enlarged by Hungarian territories, should 
eter into their political games. 

Therefore neither disarmament nor peace can come 
without a revision of the Treaties. The much talked about 
peace means, that there is.no peace yet. But Minds must 
be prepared to be susceptible of peace, Poincaré like 
Illusions have vanished into the air — and this is a real 
advance. 

I have read with great interest Apponyi’s (Hungarian 
State’sman) speech in Geneva. I share in all his anxieties 
and believe with him, that Hungary must be restored by 
common effort. | remember, that Apponyi was the head 
of the Magyar Delegation, when the Trianon Treaty was 
prepared in Paris. Alas — when I arrived there, already 
a complete agreement had been arrived at, to the smallest 
details, but Il remember how deep an impression his speech 
made on Clemenceau, on Lloyd George and me. What 
has taken place since was all, that Apponyi had foreseen 
and foretold. 


E) 


Nitti: La Pace 


The fourth book of Nitti: La Pace (The Peace) 
in 9 chapters discusses the following questions: The bad 
Shepherds, The Bankruptcy of the War, The Bankruptcy 
of the War-Pe:ce, The infringement of the Peace-Treaties, 
The Spirit of Destruction and Life, The way of Peace, 
The United States of Europe. These titles indicate the way 
of thinking followed by the Author. 

He points out that the Leaders of both the war and 
the peace were alike guilty. William Il was impressionable, 
the Czar a peace loving, but weak ruler, behind whose 
back war was prepared by his Ambassador in Paris 
/swolsky and his Foreign Minister Sasanow, with the end, 
that Russia not only did not get what was promised her 
but lost even that what was hers. 

The disjunction of Bessarabia was a great Political 
fault which will avenge itself. Russia can never forgive this, 
just as Hungary cannot forgive the cutting off of her pure 
Magyar Districts to join them to Roumania. What security 
can Roumania feel between the Russian and the Magyar foes ? 

There is no parallel in the more recent History of 
the World of a blinder employement of Violence. The 
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victors left in the lurch the high sounding Ideals, proclaimed 
in the time. of peril. when the turn of their realization 
came. Democracy, the Self-Determination of Nations have 
ali. proved to be lies: The obligations, dictated by the 
Entente to the vanquished Nations are inhumane, disho- 
nourable, a denial of all former promises and even of 
sound sense. What has become of the promised Liberty ? 
Both belligerent Parties have lost it. The Peace-Treaties 
only heightened the disorder. They have created not peace, 
but enmity in every country. The conquered Countries are 
animated by a feeling of restitution and revenge. A War- 
State, in a lurking condition, continues unabated. It is no 
wonder when the Paris Peaces were inspired by a passionate 
feeling of revenge. They would make Germany pay all the. 
costs of the war. They cut up Austria and dismembered 
Hungary to a frightful extent. Out of the 25 former states 
of Europe they constituded 35, and Balkanised Europe. 

Thus far there was only one State of mixed Nationalities, 
now we have to do with 4 or 5. Territories of pure Magyar 
blood have been joined to the newly made Countries, 
irregularly, out of mere caprice. If A/sace-Lorraine (where 
sO many UWermans live) was the cause of so much bitter 
hatred, it can well be imagined, how many causes jor new 
wars have been created by the new formations, if the 
wrongs are not eliminated. The victors insisted on disarming 
the vanquished. but, instead of making this disarmament 
general, they themselves are continually increasing the 
efficiency of their Armies. More men are now under arms 
than before the war. 

- Two important creations of the Peace — the Reparation 
Commission and the League of Nations fell into utter 
disrepute. Both of them have become blind instruments 
of the defence of the new Holy Alliance. 

The present Peace ts only a jugglery, preparing a 
new and even more wicked war. Russia and Hungary will 
never renounce Bessarabia and Transylvania. 

The dismemberment of Hungary was such a terribie 
injustice, that no Magyar-from the Prince Primate to the 
lowest peasant can acquisce in it. It was such a shameless 
immorality, that no one will father it now. French Politi- 
cians in their speeches and books mention with sorrow 
the fate of Hungary. The English and the Italians say, they 
had no part in it. But who was then guilty of the unjust 
dissolution of Hungary, that now everybody is blushing 
for it? The Magyars are ready to die for their National 
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existence. The other conquered peoples likewise protest 
against the Peace-Treaties, forced upon them. They are 
the Misfortune of Europe. 

The thought of a revision, so 0 early as to day, is yet 
prejudicial to the interests of a Political group, it clashes 
with the sensibility of others, but it will soon present itself 
as an unavoidable necessity. Many of the American and 
English Politicians have recognised the necessity of a 
Revision, and the idea has made great progress even in 
France, although there are not many yet, who dare openly 
to avow this. Besides, the Paris Treaties are no rightful 
contracts, because they were not concluded by mutual 
agreements. They are onesided dictates the binding force 
of which the conquered parties may rightly call in ques- 
tion. They must tolerate them, but they do not recognise 
them. Many Peace-Contracts (e. g. Vienna, Paris, Berlin) 
have lost their Validity, without a formal Revision. States 
which they had formed, disappeared. Many provisions of 
the Paris Peace Treaties are impracticable, these will lose 
their Validity even without a formal abrogation. But the 
revision is unavoidable and can take place without much 
difficulty, as soon as France and Germany have arrived at 
a genuine mutual understanding. Every other Alliance or 
Guarantee is useless and stands not in the service of 
Peace. Europe must choose between a series of future wars 
or the return to the principles of Peace and Solidarity. 

Nitti’s final conclusion is, that a European United 
States must be formed. Before all, a Custom’s Union must 
be effected in the different parts of the former Austro-Hun- 
garian Monarchy, which have tallen into eight pieces. 24 
millions of People were joined to new States, in order to 
do harm to the Germans and and Magyars. Miserable motives. 
By this they brought into utter disorder the Economical 
life of a whole Country. For instance how can Hungary 
live, without her most important Economical resources ? 
The problem of Austria and Hungary would loose much 
from its acuteness by a Custums’ Union. Custums’ Union 
would be advantageous to the other States also. 
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Nitti’s lecture about the bankruptcy of the 
Idea of Liberty 


Nitti in the summer of 1925, gave a lecture at the 
holiday course of the Cambridge University on the bank- 
ruptcy of the Idea of Liberty in Europe. Prof. John May- 
nard Keynes, the celebrated English National Economist, 
presided over the meeting. : 


M. Nitti pointed out, that the principal cause of the 
present sad state of Europe may be found in the Peace- 
Treaties, wich are but new methods of continuing the war. 
The peace is only a peace of Violence. Before the war 
there was only one Alsace-Lorraine we have now 9 or 10 
of them. Before the War there was only one Austria-Hun- 
gary, consisting of several distinct Nationalities. The Peace 
Treaties have. .created 6—7 such new States. The most 
typical example of these States is Czecho-Slovakia in wich 
peoples of most distinct races live, side by side with each 
other-Germans, Magyars, Ruthenes etc. The Czechs them- 
selves are in a Minority. For this reason they have to keep 
a large Army and by a persecuting state-craft and Cen- 
tralisation try to force their language on the other Natio- 
nalities, and this by way of brutal violence. The existence 
of this State is no other, than a daily renewing life-and 
death struggie. 

The lecturer then addressed the following words to 
the Audience: 


»You English men know it best, how difficult it is, 
to assimilate peoples of different race and religion. Re- 
member only how energetically Ireland withstood all at- 
tempts at Assimilation. It may— perhaps — be possible to de- 
prive peoples, on a lower level of Culture, of their National 
Character, but this cannot be done with peoples, who have 
advanced far on the way of Civilization. The Czechs are 
not in a position to deprive their German and Magyar 
subjects, in possession of a highly advanced Culture, of 
their National character. A forced Assimilation Policy is 
always followed by a Policy of Armed fists. They have no 
Liberty and their Parliament carries on merely a shadowy 
life. He found the same Symptoms in the life of Serbia, 
Roumania and other States. 
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Gtipiiclind Ferrero 


Guglielmo Ferrero the Italian Historian and Pub: 
licist, collected and published in one volume his several 
studies, under the title ,La Tragedia dell’ Europa‘ (The 
Tragedy of Peace — From Versailles to the Ruhr). The 
final conciusion of the book is, that the whole Peace-construc- 
tion will fall about the heads of the careless builders, like 
a madly built; lofty tower. The World stands on its head. 
In six years, the wealth accumulated in fifty years, has 
been squandered ‘in mad Armament expenses. The van- 
quished have died economically, and the victors are ago- 
nising. This is none other than the suicide of the world. 

The parts of most interest to Hungary are the follo- 
wing: Casting.a glance at the map of mutilated Hungary, 
horror séizes us at the thought, that there are men who 
believe, that Providence intrusted to them the task’ of 
abolishing old States, by way of punishment, and creating 
new ones, by way of reward. Hungary is a State, a thou- 
sand years old, a Historical and Geographical Unity, wel- 
ded together during several centuries, and kept together by 
inner attractive forces, which neither arms nor the stroke of 
a pen can pull to pieces, at a moment’s notice. When the half.of 
Europe is ina state of dissolution — was it a wise policy to 
tear to pieces. one of those few states, which had sufficient ' 
strength to keep itself together by its inner forces and 
Cohesion. The Peace Congress, like a Nero, on the top 
of the Eiffel Tower, wished to delight in the Conflagra- 
tion of the world. 

Hungary is exhausted and prostrate, she is without 
a head. What, if she in a few years regains strength, 
shall have her King — and opportunity will present itself ? 
Geography will not enter into the service of Victory. 

The new order, created in 1919, is only recognised 
by the Victors, it is kept up by bayonets, and can stand 
only, because Hungary, Germany and Russia are at present 
paralysed. Hungary is impotent, maimed, without a head. 
So are Germany and Russia also. But they will not always 
be in shackles. The future of Eastern Europe is quite 
uncertain. The dictated peace is merely a scrap of paper. 
No. obligation.is binding, if it has been achieved by force. 
The Germans only repeat to day, what the French had 
said of the Frankfurt Peace in 1870 — we tolerate, but 


105 


do not recognise it. Those who are weak to day, will be 
the conquerors of the future. 

This senseless Peace cannot stand. The Negotations 
should have been conducted with the participation of the 
Representatives of the conqured Peoples, as it had been 
done at the Vienna Congress. Popular votes should have 
been taken as Hungary demanded it, but was not listened 
to. The heroes. of war. were transformed into hurling der- 
vishes of the Peace. The war for liberty has proved to 
have been war for land, for coal, for iron, for petroleum. 
Christianity and Humanism have been trodden under foot. 
This regime is destined to fall under its own burdens: 
mole ruit sua! 


3. 
Robert Bencivenga 


Robert Bencivenga an Italian general, was one of 
the first to raise his voice on behalf of Hungary, when 
Italy was threatened by Bolshevism, An article of his 
appeared under the title: ,,.Barriera infragibile“ (7he 
Infrangible Rampart). In this article, just as in his former 
ones, he urged the financial restoration of Austria and 
Hungary, in the interest of European peace. He insisted 
on a loan to the two States, these invincible barriers 
against slav extension. 

General Bencivenga, in November 1924 expressed his 
opinion that it is absolutely necessary to. strengthen that 
line of Defence, which stretches from Switzerland to the 
Black Sea and stands in the way of the Connection of the 
Northern and Southern Slavs. This debaring action bears 
most heavily on Hungary, on account of the Central Situa- 
tion of the Danube-Tisza Valley and the warlike charac- 
ter of the Magyar race. These two and along with the 
Drave-three river-lines, are destined to play the part of 
the most perfect barricade. 

It is true, that Hungary has been terribly maimed, 
just to make this strategic destination impossible for her. 
It is evident, that the new frontiers have been marked 
out in such a way that the key of the Situation might be 
in hostile and rival Powers. The iron- and metal industry, 
which to day is an inseparable concomitant of military power, 
has again been distributed in a way, that although Hun- 
gary has Factories, capable to supply her with war- 
materials — they can be easily controlled, because they 
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are cut. away from the mining distrcts, steis A the raw 
inaterial. 

Luckily-still, Hunian Stuff remains always the most 
important factor, and in this respect Hungary may be 
proud of her sons, How extravagant and absurd Hungary’s 
maiming was, is shown by the Circumstance, that the 
forcibly severed parts already show a. tendency to return 
to the old country. In case of a war this may become a fact. 


4. 
Attilio Tamaro 


Attilio Tamaro, an Italian Journalist, in June 1924 
published a powerful study, under the title: La lotta 
delle razze nell’ Europa Danubiana (The struggle of 
Races in Danubian Europe) in which he, on 300 pages, 
discusses the question of the Succesion States of the late 
Monarchy. His leading thought is that there is a Central 
Europe, which lives within the limits, prescribed by the 
Peace-Treaties; and there is another Central Europe, which 
above and below the limits, lives its feverish, separate life. 
The one is only a show, an empty mask, shaped by French 
and Slav Artists. The other is a reality, a vivid life, which, 
though few are those who see yet it lives and struggles, 
hopes and desponds behind the show. The one is the 
picture of the present moment, the other is the preparer 
of the future — the Music of the future. 

It is a pity, that men see only the first, a mere 
appearance, which shows a Central Europe properly 
arranged by the Peace-Treaties. And yet behind this un 
ruffled appearance lives a secrete life, feverish and fiery, 
which shows quite another picture. Behind the screens 
nothing is calm, nothing is quiet. Fiery passions are 
burning, wild, uncontrollable forces are gathering and 
moving about. Energies are heaving and throbbing, as yet 
tied down, but any moment ready for eruption. And the 
peaceful Europeon Citizen, stunned by Official Assurances, 
is unconscious of all this. The air is full of the indications 
of a coming storm, and behind the farce of Diplomacy, 
the Tragedy of the Oppressed, and the insatiable self 
aggrandisement of the oppressors — there hovers the vision 
of the coming war. 

Hungary, which has fallen into the falsely benevolent 
hands of the League of Nations — must submit to her 
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fate, since every possibility has been taken from her of 
‘surprising Europe with some unforeseen event. But National 
feeling runs all the higher for it; all the bitterer is felt 
the yoke of the Treaties; all the deeper cuts into her 
heart the woeful cry, coming from her agonizing blood- 
relations in the Succession States. 3'/, million Magyars 
from Pozsony to the last corner of Transylvania, from 
Arad to Szabadka shake their fetters, and utter their woes, 
which however are heard only in Budapest. 

Now-the several Treaties and Declarations show 
peace, where there is no peace; speak of the harmony of 
Nations, where a hateful war of races is going on. They 
would have it believed, that there are stable conditions 
where everything shakes, cracks and is ready to fall to pieces. 


Vittorio Buratti 


Vittorio Buratti, a member of the Italian Parliament, 
(1925 Sept.) wrote a letter about the unjust dismemberment 
of Hungary, which depicts in lively colours the sad 
condition of our maimed Country. In this he insists on a 
revision of the Peace. From the contents we publish the 
following: 

I know the sad fate of the noble Magyar Nation, 
caused by the so called Peace-Treaty. This Nation, standing 
on a very high level of Culture; the bulwark of Civilization 
against Slav aggression, appearing in the shape of Bolshevism: 
which can look back on a glorious past, a thousand years 
old; the Natural and Historical friend of Italy, into whose 
wars for liberty and National Unity she sent her best 


sons; this Nation — I say — is fo day senselessly maimed 
and dismembered, with an utter disregard of Ethnographic, 
Geographic and Economic laws — and her land and 


children have been scattered about among all the young 
Nations of the new Eastern Europe. 

I admit, that, under such circumstances it is a sheer 
Irony, to speak on this territory of final settlement and 
peace, for, the present position of the Magyar Nation does 
not offer much hope for the future. And yet this chivalrous, 
Ethnographically compact Nation, with a great past, and 
inner powers for future development, cannot stick in the 
mud prepared for her by the Peace Treaties. 
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| And | trust, that, in the end natural Justice and the 
Law of Nations will carry the day against any other law, 
not supported and upheld by the pillars of right. I derive 
my faith from the History of our Italy. The Magyar Nation 
always regarded Italy with brotherly feelings. And the 
Italian Nation did not fail to respect Hungary even in the 
late war. This war we carried on not against a Nation or 
Nations — but against a system. Be assured. that the 
place of the Italian Nation, on the path of her future 
Historical development, will never more be against, but 
on the side of the Magyar Nation. 


6. 


Mario De Ambrosi 


Mario De Ambrosi, a member of Parliament from 
Naples, an officer in the Army, with important commissions 
from his superiors, travelled over Poland, Czecho-Slovakia 
and Hungary, immediately after the war. He recounts, 
that it is Hungary, which he remembers with the greatest 
pleasure, for he had the opportunity there to observe the 
goodness of heart of the Magyar people, the high Cultural 
Standard of her middle Classes, the unparalleled self 
consciousness and worth of her soldiers. | 

I make no secret of it, that I cannot say the same 
of the other Countries, in which, by way of service, I had 
also been spending a considerable time. My reminiscences 
of some of these countries, even now, call up my bitter 
feelings. E. g. At Prague I needed considerable selfrestraint, 
not to retort on the spot some provocations, offered to me. 

He speaks with raptures of the time he spent in 
Hungary and especially in Budapest. Of the Trianon Treaty, 
and of an eventual revision of the Peace he speaks thus: 

In my opinion here there can be no question of a 
Treaty. By treaty a contract is understood, which has 
come about in the way of free agreement between two 
parties, standing on a par. This was not the case at 
Trianon, where the one party forced his will upon the other. 
By this Treaty the. one party exercised the right of Command, 
and to the other party nothing was left but to obey. 

- Premising this, I must say that even at the time of 


the signature of the Trianon Treaty — I held ita monstruous 


juridical error. 


ee a ar 
Pig a Scaie 


- 
‘ tie 
mont’ 


3 
. 
¥ 
ae 
£7 

i 


© 


om 


- 2s: aes 4 a) 


109 | 


In truth, what are the fruits of the so called Trianon 
Treaty ? The creation of a strong and inimical State at 
the Eastern frontier of Italy; the formation of a Slav 
Confederacy, called The Little Entente, whose Policy is 
hostile to Italy; the destruction of Hungary, the one 
Consolidated State of Central Europe, whose interests are 
not hostile to Italy; on the contrary — in her stronger 
and more vigourous state, she might have been a valuable 
ally in checking the immeasurable Slav appetite. I admit, 
that Hungary cannot regard the Trianon Treaty in any 
other light, than that it is a provisional Calvary to her 
final structure, which no human force Can impede. To lament 
over the past is quite superfluous. | cannot understand, 
that the League of Nations, which is called also the 
Highest Court of Justice of the Nations, thus far did not 
deem it necessary to consider those complaints, which 
were laid before it about the putting into slavery of the 
Magyars, torn from their mother Country. I, who lived in 
these parts, might say some remarkable things. which 
would stir up the soul. But. it seems, the League of 
Nations has other things to do. 

As to the revision of the Peace Treaty — I repeat — 
the Calvary of one of the most advanced Nations of Europe 
must come to an end. It is certain, that the Revision will 
come — and then the Clemenceau frontier — line will 
be no other tham a bad dream. 


PART IV. 


Polish and Norwegian Critiques 
on the Peace Treates 
Concerning the Trianon Treaty several sharp critiques 


have appeared also from Polish and Norwegian witers, 
which condemn it and the Polish writers insist on the 


restitution of the old Magyar-Polish frontier, the line of 


the Carpathian Mountains. 
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The peril of the Czecho-Russian Corridor 
A book, under the title ,7he peril of the Czecho- 


Russian Corridor and the necessity of a Magyar-Polish 


frontier“ in 38 articles, selected from different Polish 
newspapers treats of the necessity oi the restitution 
of the Magyar-Polish frontier. All the articles consider this 
a necessity of life for Poland for without this she will be 


washed away by the Panslav Deluge. The book publishes. 


two interesting maps. The one shows, how the Czech red 


current embraces at present Poland, the white. The other 


makes it visible how with the liberation of Upper Hungary the 
Polish Magyar white connection will again be reestablished. 


Ds 
Marian Zdziechowski 


Marian Zdziechowski, late Principal of the Vilna 


University, under the title ,La tragedie de la Hongrie: 
et la politique Polonaiseé (The tragedy of Hungary 


and Polish Politics) wrote a spirited Apology for Hungary 


in 1920. Among other things he relates, how Magyar- 
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heroism saved Europe from Bolshevism, warding off the 
most terrible. invasion, the like of which she has not seen 
since the Mongol-Tartaric invasion. And how has Europe 
thanked for it? he asks. For an answer, he tells the cruel 
provisions of the Trianon Treaty. But he trusts in the 
brave and spirited patriotism of the Magyar Nation, the 
only true Ally of Poland. The Economical connection, 
especially the old Polish-Magyar common frontier must be 
restored. The Slovaks and the Ruthenians shall have 
Autonomy, under the Crown of Saint Stephen. 


3: 
A. Dorien 


A. Dorien in a book, under the title ,Za question 
dune frontiere commune entre la Pologne et la Hongrie“ 
(The Polish-Magyar common frontier) even more sharply 
emphasises those weighty interests, which can be realized 
only by the restitution of the old, common frontier. He lays. 
especial stress on the necessity of a common defensive 
Alliance against Bolshevism. The Czech cannot and will 
not withstand this. Roumania cannot do it on account of 
her inner troubles. Hungary had already shown her Power 
of resistence and will in 1919. So had done Poland in 
1920, when she repelled the attacks of the Russian 
Bolshevists. The common Folish-Magyar frontier would 
serve to Europe aiso 2s a barrier against this. newest Eastern 
Pest of the minds, the. Bolshevism. 


4, 
Thadeus Stamirovski 


Knight Thadeus Stamirovski, wrote the following, in 
a Magyar paper: It is now seven years, since the war 
was ended, but Europe can regain neither her quiet, nor 
her equilibrium. Yhe mutual distrust, especially the distrust 
of the Victors against the vanquished, is so great, that 
there is no hope of Peace being restored, if the present 
conditions become stabilized. Some States rightfully, some 
unrightously got their territories so much enlarged, that, 
for fear of losing them, they must maintain armies, beyond 
their Economical means. /n Central Europe especially every 
country is in a ferment. Instead of disarmament, the 
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fabrication of war materials, and the Organisation of Armies 


goes On more madly, than even before 1914. . 


The so called Little Entente — the most unnatural. 


Alliance of History, which the machinations of Benes 
brought about — received territories to which the States, 
constituing it had neither Historical nor Ethnological title. 
This unnatural Alliance has been formed and kept in 
force by the evil Conscience, following a crime. The curse 
of this crime breeds the constant armaments and. makes 
impossible the Consolidation of Central Europe. On the 
other hand, no Politician of sound thinking can expect 
of Hungary, that she should quietly acquisce in her 
unrightous dismemberment and the constant illtreatment 
of her torn-away children. 

The peace of Europe, under the present circumstances, 
could only be restored by inserting between the two armed 
confederations — the Great and the Little Entente’s — 
a third State Confederation, which would consist of the 
Baltic States, Poland, Hungary, Italy. Albania, Turkey and 
Bulgaria, these States would also be connected by mutual 
sympathy and interests. 


ay 


Franis Gawronski Ravita 


Franis Gawronski Ravita, one of the most distin- 
guished journalists of Poland, on the occasion of the 
Locarno Agreement, published an essay of high merit, under 
the title: British World Politics and the Reconstruction 
of Hungary. First of all he tries to spread light on the 
British World Politics. The English Press — he says — 
proclaims that the world, and especially Europe, stands 
in urgent need of Peace. And from the turn of the British 
Policy we gain the impression, that a rearrangement would 
find most favour in England, which would come nearest 
to the pre-War statusquo of Europe, as answering best to 
the interests of British Commerce and Industry. 

The Locarno Pact does not guarantee the peace of 
Furope because it utterly neglects the Eastern part of 
Europe. The first guns fired in the regions of the Vistula 
would re-echo in the valley of the Danube also. The 
troubled and unnatural condition of Central and Eastern 
Europe demands a readjustment of the map. 

The Paris Peace-treaties have brought to the fore 
the idea of the self determinatory right of the Nationalities, 
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not living in independent State formations; but they utterly 
ignored and despised the Historical rights, not acquired 
by violence and robbery, but grown up in the course of 
Centuries, in the way of peaceful evolution and mutual 
agreements. And yet, these smaller Etnographical fragments, 
in the course of Historical times, have become welded 
together with the stonger State-formations. These formations 
in the course of long ages have become Historical rights, 
which it was not safe or even reasonable to tear asunder. 
In this respect the Peace-treaties have committed unpar- 
donable mistakes, either through political quackery, or in 
the snare of clever and astute politicians, who turned to 
account fhe utter ignorance of the victors about Ethnogra- 
phical and Historical relations. So, these Peace-treaties have 
become a hot-bed of a number of newer wrongs, and a 
ferment of perpetual agitation in the life of several Nations. 
Instead of the older smaller cauldron of the Balkans, the 
big cauldron of Central Europe is seething now, ready to 
burst sooner or later, unless previously concerted judicious 
measures avert the danger. Neither Historical nor National 
rights can be wiped off by a stroke of the pen. And the 
Peace-treaties should have taken their stand an these rather, 
than following yet untried principles of shaky and un- 
certain foundations. Te common Civilisation and Culture, 
naturally evolved in the course of long ages, is as strong 
a tie to link together peoples, living side by side in the 
same Commonwealth — as Ethnical relationship. 

To the Hungarian Kingdom — he continues — a 
mechanical principle of partition has been applied, large 
portions of its territory, by Historical right incontestably 
Magyar, having been torn from her, and given away as 
free gift to the so called Associated Powers-Allies of 
the Entente. The end in view has evidently been the 
destruction of the Hungarian Kingdom. The dismember- 
ment of this Kingdom and the partition of a State-Organism, 
grown up as a whole in the course of a thousand years 
— is such a monstrous violence and injustice wherewith 
only the partition of Poland in the XVIII century can be 
compared. The dismemberment of this state and the medd- 
ling with the political equilibrium of Europe will cause 
disturbances, which will be felt not only by the nearer 
neighbours, but by all the European States. This is felt 
both by the Czechs — by them mostly — and the other 
Succession States also. It was this feeling of uncertainty 
which has called into being the so called Little Entente. 
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If peace is earnestly desired, Hungary must get back 
her territories, gained by ancient Historical right and sanc- 3 
tioned by a thousand years possession. Among these [| in- : nse 
clude Fiume. Roumania, which quite unexpectedly gained Bi. 
possession of Transylvania, the ancient home of the Szek- | a 
lers, — if she can secure the peaceful possession of 
Bessarabia, also unexpectedly fallen into her lap — may 
renounce her possession of the territories, by Historical 
right the appendices of the Magyar Kingdom. She has only 
fictive right to these. We believe that she will prefer a 
good, friendly relationship with her neighbour, to a con- 
stant trouble and disquiet, the violent seisure of foreign 
Historical property never forming a true basis for law, a 
right and peace. eS 

The same principle may be applied to Czecho-Slovakia. ; 
The creation of this State, which in its present boundaries 
had never existed before, is a masterpiece of the diploma- 
tic skill or rather cunning of Massaryk and Benes. 

The settlement of the Magyar question is allimportant, 
because the spark of War-conflagration threatens Central 
Europe from this quarter. But we must admit, that, while 
on the side of Yougo-Slavia the Save, as a boundary line, 
presents no difficulties; and on the side of Roumania the 


Transylvanian frontier may be easily settled with a judi- en 
cious regard to the future — the Czecho-Polish, until wif 
quite lately the Magyar-Polish frontier offers greater ob- ae 


stacles, because the renouncement of this frontier would 
be considered by the Czechs as an affront and humiliation 


of their state. Whereas, rightly considered, the renounce- | By 
ment of a territory, which had never been theirs and ee 
which they have acquired only by underhand dealings, a 
cannot be considered as an injustice — rather it would : 


be the redress of an injustice. 
The Magyars, getting back their Historical territory, 
and their ancient boundaries — with Poland, France, Italy 
and perhaps Yougo-Slavia would constitute a strong ram- ‘ 
part against the German inundation, turning it in another ha 
direction, | a 
6. ‘en | . * 
Frithjof Nansen 


Frithjof Nansen expressed the’ following views 
concerning Hungary, the Revision of the Peace-treaties and 
the League of Nations: 


I know the sad fate of Hungary, and there is no 
-man of right feeling but looks with the deepest sympathy 


on that National Catastrophe which has befallen her, in 


rapid succession, in the last decade. I know that Hungary 


has suffered the ‘most serious losses in consequence of the 


war; that she has lost the greatest part of her territory 
and population; that many million Magyars have been 
subjected under foreign rule 

| know also, that, although the Magyars legally and 
formally had accepted this Peace- -treaty, and hold in honour 
their signature of it — in their heart of hearts. they are 


unwilling to acquisce in its provisions and will use every © 


effort to attain a mudification of it. This tendency, however, 
may be found in other countries too, which also consider 
several dispositions of the Peace-treaties unjust. 

| Those, who say that there can be no question of 
an alteration of the newest Peace-treaties, and who believe 
that they are destined to remain in force for ever, those — 


I say — are blind to the teachings of History. The History 


of Nations shows that when some situations become 
unbearable — however well they may be secured by 
International Agreements — sooner or later they lead to 
war, unless the interested Powers find some way of a 
peacable settlement of the contested point. In the present 
case the peaceful reparation and correction of the errors 
and crimes committed by the Peace-treaties devolves on the 
League of Nations, and on International Courts of Arbitration. 
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PART V. 


Roumanian Parliamentary Critiques 
on the situation of the Minorities 
in Roumania 


G. Popp, member of the Roumanian chamber of 
Deputies, writing in a Bucharest paper, the ,Adeverul“ 
(No 12 Nov. 1925) on the National Minorities of Roumania, 
says, that in Roumania the Minorities have been driven to 
despair and made the enemies of the State. Such policy 


cannot serve the consolidation of a state. He declares it — 


shameful that the law interdicts the public use of the 
minority-languages. He condemns the Government for 
completely banishing the mother-tongue from judicial proces- 
ses. He repeatedly adverts to the heavy and painful situation 
of the Minorities, to the abuses and vexations committed 
systematically against state-subjects not of the Roumanian 
tongue. 

Nicholas Jorga, University Professor, Historian, former 
President of the Bucharest chamber of Deputies, on the 
occassion of the treatment of the Bill on Private (Confes- 
sional) Instruction declared that suppressing the mother- 
tongue in public instruction is nothing less than robbing 
the soul of the children of the Minorities. (Referred to in 
the represention, made from the General Meeting of the 
Reformed Church [May 14—1925] against the new Private 
Instruction Bill). 

Joseph Sandor, a Magyar member of the Bucharest 
Parliament, in his speech, held in 1925, on ocassion of 
the treatment of the Private Instruction Bill, said, that in 
the so called ,Elementary schools of Magyar tongue‘ of 
the Minister Anghelescu not only several hundred teachers 
from the old Kingdom are employed who know not a 
word of Magyar, but the Magyar children are even forbidden 
the use of their mother-tongue during the pause-time. 
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Juliu Grofseanu, also a_member of the Bucharest 
Parliament, on December 7—1925, on the discussion of 
the Private Instruction Bill, found fault with that provision 
of the Bill which in the elementary schools of the Minorities 
makes it obligatory to teach History in a language, not 
understood by the pupils (e. g. Roumanian). 

Again Nicholas Jorga, on the discussion of the Bill 
referred to above, adressed to the Minister the following 
words: Your Bill does not serve the object in view, on 
the contrary it lays bare a hidden purpose which it cannot 
attain. Public instruction, carried on in the languages of 
the Nationalities is guaranteed in the Peace-treaty. This 
right should not be meddled with. If we fail to observe 
the Minorities’ Treaty, we shall be dragged before the 
League of Nations, which to assail or even to criticize 
would be a great blunder on our side. Instead of this we 
ought to come to terms with the Magyars, with this Nation 
of great natural endowments, which I, as Historian hold 
in the highest esteem. We must seek and find a modus 
vivendi with ‘them. 

Hans Otto Roth, Saxon member of the Bucharest 
Parliament, on December 11—1925, in a night sitting, on 
the discussion of the said Bill, declared, that, that much 
abused Magyar Instruction Act of Count Apponyi’s was 
far more lenient to the Nationalities than this Anghelescu 
Bill. The peace-treaty guaranteed local Autonomy to the 
Transylvanian Secler and Saxon communities in. matters 
of religion and education. 7his is disregarded. He referred 
to a declaration of Mac Donald, former Prime Minister 
of England, made in the British Parliament in connection 
with the Locarno Treaty — that the new war threatens 
not from the Rhine but from the Lower Danube, where the 
Nationality question has again shaken the peace and quiet 
of the Peoples. 


PART VI. 


Russian Auguries of a Catastrophe 


Lately have appeared in Paris Maurice Paléologues’ 
Memoirs in three volumes. He was a former Ambassador 
of France at the Russian Court. There are some interesting 
particulars in the book, which show, that, even at the 
beginning of the war, there were clear sighted men in 
Russia, who had foreseen and foretold the collapse of the 
Empire of the Tzars, in the event of an unfortunate issue 
of the War. : 

From the Day-Book-like annotations we publish the 
following particulars: 

September 12'" 1914 Saint Petersburg. Rasputin, 
recovering from his wounds, has returned to Saint Peters- 
burg and speaking of the war, in half suppressed sentences, 
expressed his disapproval of it and presaged great misfortunes 
from it. Count Witte also made the most pessimistic 
prognostications of the consequences of the war. Of his 
views on this subject he writes thus: 

— Witte, having just returned from Biarritz to Saint 
Petersburg, | went to see him on September 12". He, in 
his wonted, overbearing, haughty manner declared, that 
this war was a war of madness, counselled to the Tzar 
by left handed Politicians, without any foresight, which, 
in the end, would prove fatal to Russia. Only England 
and France can turn the Victory to some account — if 
Victory were not so very doubtful. 

Paléologue remarked, that Russia also would draw 
great advantages from the war, in as much as this war 
of fire and blood, in which Europe has been steeped at 
present, is, in the first place a Russian war; a war for 
the fulfillment of Slavonic Ideals, which do not much 
interest either England or France. Where upon Witte replied: 

— Of course you mean our prestige in the Balkans, 
and our sacred duty to our blood relations — but, then, 
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this is a long discarded Chimera. No man in his senses 
should bother himself with those vainglorious Balkan 
peoples, always quarelling and raking up disturbances; 
in whom there is not a drop of Slav blood, and who 
are nothing but badly christiened Turks. It is meet, that 
the Serbs should get their well merited pumishment. And 
then — what can we expect from the war? Territorial 
increase ? Is not already large enough the Czar’s Empire? 
Are there not in it more than enough uncultivated fields 
in Siberia, Turkestan etc. or even in the inner parts of 
Russia ? What conquests do we want yet to dazzle our 
eyes? Eastern Prussia? Have we not already more Germans, 
than we want? Galicia? But that is full. of Jews and 
besides — on the same day, on which we should annex 
the Austrian and German Polish Territories, the whole of 
Russian Poland would be lost to us. For, the reconstructed 
old Poland would not be satisfied with that Autonomy, 
which — stupidly enough — has been promised her. 
She would demand complete independence and would 
also get it. What is it then, with which we are baited 
on? Konstantinopel, The Bosporus and the Dardanelles ? 
But this is a madness, not worth while even to think 
of it. And — let us suppose, that our coalition will be 
victorious, and the Hohenzollerns and Habsburgs will sue 
for peace and accept our conditions? Well-this would 
mean not only the ruin of German prepotency, but also 
the proclamation of the Republic, in the whole of Central 
Europe. And this would be the end of Czarism also. And 
if we are beaten —- I foresee the consequences, but better 
keep it to myself. My opinion is, that this senseless, 
stupid adventure ought to be put an end to, as soon as 
possible. 

In like spirit, but even more ominously spoke the 
most distinguished representative of Russian Industry. 
Paléologue writes on June 2™¢ 1915: 

To day I have dined with Putilow, the greatest 
Capitalist, and industrial Nabob of Russia. His views on 
the Russian administration, and the issues of the war are 
the saddest possible: 

— The days of Czarism are numbered — and yet 
Czarism is the one and only bond of National Cohesion 
and Unity. The revolution in the near future is unavoidable 
and the slightest occasion will bring it to eruption. Now — 
revolution in our country can only be destructive, for the 
educated classes are only a small minority, they are 
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unorganised, without political experience and have no 
touch with the masses. The greatest crime of Czarism is, 
that it has not tolerated political life. As soon as the 
Tsinovniks (State emloyees) will have disappeared the whole 
State will turn upside down. Certainly, the Bourgeoisie, 
the middle classes — will take the first step in the Revolution, 
believing thus to save Russia. But from the Revolution of 
the middle classes, we shall fall into a Revolution of the 
mob, and there will be a horrible, bloody anarchy, such 
as Russia has not seen since the time of Pugacsev — 
and even worse than that. 

The forebodings of Witte, the Statesman and Putilow, 
the great manufaturer have come to pass, in a more 
dreadful shape than they had imagined. 

The Russia of Czarism has fallen to pieces, and 
burried under its ruins millions of innocent people. 
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tatistical Data setting in a clear 
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- Hungarian-Kingdom. — 
Territory : 325,411 km. Population: 20.886,487. 
Distribution of Nationalities in the Hungarian-Kingdom : 


lation eu) Croat | Serb | Other : 


18.214,727| 9.938,134! 1.901,042| 1.946,165| 2.948049] 464,259! 181,882) 461-091] 374,105 
546",  10.49/, | 2-59/, 


: : 2 621,954; 105,948 134,078) 8,317 1638,354 644,955 
Croatia-Slavonia 


49,806) 6,493 2,315 - . 12,926 425) 
Eve = 130, 407% 0 | 00% |  26°0% 


Hungarian Realm |20.886,487 10.050,575 2.037,43 1.833, 162 abiebt ae 


Of the population, above 6 years of age could read and write 11.775,204, viz. 66°7°/,; of the Magyars 79°2°/,, 

- of the Germans 82:2°/,, of the Slovaks 69°7°/,, of the Roumanians 33°1°/,, of the Ruthenians 27:9, of the Croats 56°0°/,, 

of the Serbs 480%, of the others 54:1°/,. ; 

ae The inhabitants of the Royal Free Cities and Municipal Towns numbered 3.963,702 souls (19°0°/,); of this 

number 72°5°/, were Magyars, 9:9°/, Germans, 4°0°/, Slovaks, 3°4°/, Roumanians, 0°1°/, Ruthenians, 4:3°/, Croats, 2°8°/) Serb 
Nand 3:0°/, others. | . 


a 
a 


IIL. | 4% ag 
Bosnia-Herzegovina. # 
Territory : 51,200 km. Population: 1.931,802. 
_ 1.822,564 that is 96°0°/, of the native population are 
Serb-Croats; 22,968 = 1:2°/, Germans; 10,975 = 0°6°/, 
Poles; and lastly 41,537 = 2°2°/, of other Nationalities. 
(Bosnia and Herzegovina. Census on october 10— 
1910. Sarajevo, 1912 Pages XV, XLII and XLVIII). 


Of the part of the population above 7 years of age 
177,168 that is 11:95°/, could read and write. 


B) 
Roumania 
(in 1912). 
Territory: 130,177 km. Population: 7.234,919. 


Distribution of the population according to Nationalities’: 


Roumanian . . . . 6,270,000 (89°5°/,) 
MPV atone hy eer 102,000 (2'°29/ 4) 
Germano a. .0'. 2824 30,000); (0:4): ) 
Bem ariani as eave wie ihO,000 0 (1: ly) 
Tartar, Turk, Gipsy . 42,248 (06°/)) 
MInerS rad tate © o 1 430,000 762°), ) 
Of the population above 6 years of age could read 
and write only 22°0°/,. 
Town population in 1912 is 18°3°/, of the whole 
population. . 
C) 


Serbia 
(in 1910). 
Territory : 48,303 km. Population: 2.911,701. 
Of the population Serbs . . 2.779,000 (954°, ) 
Roumanians 120,000. 
Of the population 20°3°/, could read and write (1900). 
Town-population: 13°0°/,. 


(Juraschek: Stat. Tab. 63 pub., page 65. Annuaire Inter- 
national de Statistiques.) 


*) Magyar Minority (Magyar kisebbség 1925. IV. évf. 788 I. ad 
Annuaire International de Statistique Population, computed in 1910, 
after the data of the 1899 Census. 


The dismembered Austro- “Hungarian 
| BE EEN | 


PEATE C1 


Geniien es Ret ale tae NT so 20), ‘« se i 
Otheresuc ws) tet sae s 
 @B | 
Mutilated Hungarian Kingdom. 
_ Territory : 92,916 km. Population : 7.980,143 (1920. XIN/31). 


a et | Magyar . . . .  7.147,000 that is: 89°69, — 
me Other siiar. Ge 3 58331486 amen Oe 


National States“ created by the aa 
- Peace-treaties.’) ee 

hi ©) 

hee essen, Czecho-Slovakia. 

| Territory: 140,394 km. Population: 13. 613, 172 (1921. uy). 


ss Division according to Nationalities: fn 
Gzéechs: = °°") 46,601,000 0 | = 


Slovaks > 200-2 906,000 ee 

German 22 .. -/-"OnN24 000 229"), z 
Viagyar >: ac ae ao 000 OD t/a 

Ruthenian wen ae 462, 000. == 5.34 OY. py 
Polish 2 76.000 2 0:6 °/, eo: 
Other tes o's oes eto eee yp Ree 


(Juraschek Stat. Tab. Publ. 68 page 65.) 


1) The Statistical data of the Succession States, especially in 

so far as the Magyar population is concerned, are utterly unreliable 
and employed to serve a purpose. Taking as a basis the Census 
of the year 1910 — the number of the. Magyar inhabitants should  _— 
be very near one million in Czecho- Slovakia, two millionsin GreatRou- 

_ ‘mania and above 700,000 in Yougo-Slavia. "Sonearly 4 million Mera 

have been severed from their thousand years old Home- ‘Country. ~ 


-_ 
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SHS (Serb-Croat-Slovene) State. 
~ Territory: 248,987 km. Population: 12.017,323 (1921. 1/31). 
F Division according to Nationalities : 


Serba. . .-.°*. 5,365,884 = 447°, 
Croat. 2 ©. eg 2:834,000 — 23°6°/, 
Mohamedan. . . : 747,000 = 61°/) 
SIOVERC 3.5.0.) aia 210024, 761 ==. 8'5°/, 
Other Slavs . gee 174, AGG, = aloe. 
German . .. ..° 513,472 = 43°, 
Magyar. 4...-. +», 472,409 = 3:9%, 
Roumanian . . . 229, B83 == 4 19-7), 
Otliewr. igh aa ot 2009,993.— 5°5°/, 


4 : (Juraschek Stat. Tab. page 49; and Magy. Stat. Szemle 1926, 
(SRS bys year, page ay 

E) 
Great Roumania. 
Territory : 294,967 km. Population: 16.500,000 (1922). 
Division according to Nationalities : 


ROUinamal seca eT 1545311 8720), 

Matyamne tb ee at 1) A639 Side 92° 
G1 RAD oie ee Bes 713,564 = 44°, 
Bulgarian. . . 3 Gd oho ge Pn 
Tartar, Turk, Gipsy rn OO OLA be Sa 2 2Of 
Otherre:. Poca OAT 062 a 10-0) 9% 


TOE UE ds Stat. Tab. paxe 59; and ese kisebbség 1925 
IV" year, page 790.) 


Encroachment of the East in numbers: 


In Yougo-Slavia 5 millions (4.994,000) of Western 
Christians (Rom. kath., Greek kath. and Protestant) were 
placed under the rule ‘of 5°4 Greek- Oriental Serbs. 

In Roumania 4°3 million Western Christians under the 
rule of 11°0 million Greek-Orientals. 

In Czecho-Slovakia 6°4 million (6. 431 000) Western 
Christians (Germans, Slovaks,- Magyars etc.) under the 
Czech National Church of 67 million’ souls (6.661,000) 
who though they call themselves Catholics have a strong 
leaning towards Russian Orthodoxy. 
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Englishmen ! 


Would you accepi this peace ? 
It would be the same which was forced upon Hungary ! 


Germany 


-- Newcaste 


Citizens of the U. §S. A.! 


Would you accept this peace ? 
It would be the same which was forced upon Hungary! 


Great Britain 
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A map of survey over SOUTH-EAST-CENTRAL-EUROPE 
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Conclusion 


. The preceeding book gives the most important foreign 
Critiques on the preparatory labours of the war, and the 
way in which the Peace-Treaties were brought about. 
They explain the injustice and ruthless cruelty, gleaming 
forth from these Treaties, and show clearly, that they are 
but mistaken, bungling works, worthy only of the waste- 
paper basket. Allies and Associates have pointed out too, 
that many of their provisions are impracticable, and 
injurious not only to the vanquished but even to the 
victors. They suggest also the remedies, and in one thing 
they all agree — for all of them find a revision necessary — 
nay unavoidable. 

The books, reviewed above, show that a juster 
appeciation of the merits of the case, begins to spread — 
even in France. © 

It is true, that one or two swallows do not yet bring 
the spring. But the forerunners will be followed by others. 
The spring cannot be kept out, justice must come. 

| To conclude, we must emphasize the future dangers, 
yn the Peace- treaties, which may be summarised thus: 
1./The old European Balance of Power has been 
ely upset — without a new Balance of Power, 
answering to the present relations of Might of the European 
States — having been found. The peace in Europe had 
never before rested on foundations so unnatural, uncertain 


and 
he Peace-treaties have divided the Nations of 
Europe jnto hostile camps, ready to set on each other on 
the first favourabie opportunity..They have destroyed the 
= solidarity of the European States and so made doubtful 
and even endangered the Hegemony of Europe in the 
Policy and Economy of the World. Now — this Hegemony 
to thickly peopled Europe and to the white Race is simply 
a question of life. 
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3. They have extended the rule of the East e. g. of 
Nations belonging to the East (Serbian, Roumanian) far 
away into the West over peoples of a more highly developed, 
Western Culture — so they have Balcanised a considerable 


» part iw) entral Europe. 


} With the destruction of the Austro-Hungarian 
an Monarehy, and the dismemberment of Hungary — the 
~Peace-treaties have instilled into the breasts of ten million 
Austrian and Bohemian Germans the longing for a Union 
with Germany — a desire never manifested before. Further, 
they have set on foot the endevours to effect a junction 
between the Northern and Southern Slav territories, by way 
of Corridors. This, of course, would entail, in the end, 
the final destruction of the intervening States — of German 
Austria, Hungary and Roumania. All these endavours 
contain: an amount of explosive matter for a new World 
War, quite enough to bring about the utter desolation of 
Europe. 

5. With an utter disregard of Historical right, of Geo- 
graphical, Ethnical and. Economic relations; with the 
greatest arbitrariness the Peace-treaties have allotted to 
some States new territories of immense extent. Or, rather 
they have created ,National“ States, in which the ruling 
Nation is in a numerical minority in its relation to the 
subject races. (Chechs, Serbians) Or, in a Cultural and 
Economic point of view it is of a lower standard than 
the National Minorities. (Roumania) So the Peace-treaties 
have made the Nationality. Question the hardest problem 
of Europe. 

6. Millenial Hungary is a most natural Political, 
Geographical and Economic Unit. This country the Peace- 
treaties, without consulting its people, have mutilated on 
its four sides; despoiled of two thirds of its territory and 
so, in the place of one Alsace-Lorraine, they have created 
four new ones. 

Every treaty is a reciprocal legal agreement, binding 
to both of the concluding parties. 

The Peace Treaty of Trianon is a onesided docu- 
ment, prepared and executed without giving Hungary a 
hearing. When it was presented to the Magyar Peace 
Delegation — the leader of the delegation, count Apponyi, 
protested and demanded a Popular Suffrage. 

When it was brought before the Magyar National 
Assebmly, the French Prime Minister, Millerand, in his 
accompanying letter promised a rectification of.the frontier 
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if Mine: PERG: was the bait, with which the netembly was 
allured in to ratify the Treaty. Briand, the French Prime 
Minister, in the sitting of the French Chamber, on January 
_ 7 1921, said, that the Trianon Treaty is no perfect work 
and in some respects it comes into collision with realities. 


- The settling of Hungary’s frontiers is prejudicial to some 


interests of great moment, and therefore rectifications are 


needed. Lord Balfour, in the British House of Commons, 


on April 20 1921, admitted that the gentlemen, who 
were engaged in settling the frontiers of Hungary, might 


have made mistakes because, as men, they were not infallible. 


However, the Frontier Commission did no justice to 
the promises given. Frightful cases of injustice remained 
unremedied. Millions of Magyars remained. cut off from 
their own mother country. The frontier lines between the 
Succession States cut off villages from their farmlands, 
and in many cases they were led through farmyards and 


fenced game-preserves, cutting off the farm house of the 


land owner from his fields, making him a middle man 
between the two countries. 

Could it be expected, that the injured party should 
acquiesce in such an unjust and violent frontier settlement? 

Hundreds of thousands were thus driven out from 
their home — a great many of them State officials — 
thus shaking off their duty of paying pensions to these 
dismissed Officials. It was one of the main reasons of the 
financial troubles of Hungary that she could not leave 
her out cast children to die of hunger. 

After the expulsion of the State servants, the native 
‘Magyar landowners were despoiled of their landed property, 
under the pretext of a ,Land reform‘, and their lands 
were distributed in such a way, as to weaken the position 
of the Magyar element, The lands of the Churches and 
schools were also confiscated, and thereby they have been 
brought to the verge of ruin. 


Then came the turn for the confiscation and closing | 


of the shools; for the persecution of the Churches; for 
the suppresion of the Magyar language in public offices, 


all of which measures were so many deadly blows aimed - 


at Magyar Culture and Magyar Nationality. Denationali- 


gation was carried even to the preposterous extent of 


helping the Magyars to go to South America. 

All endeavours to obtain redress have been in vain. 
_ The League of Nations shuts its ears to all our complaints. 
The Magyar has become an outlaw in his Millenial home. 
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entirely on the settlement of the question of the Rhi 
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The condition of the peace of Eune does en cece 1 


country. Nay — perhaps it is even of greater moment 
take proper steps for the pacification of Eastern Europ 
A thorough going healing operation is needed here. An 
impartial International Commission ought to examine the 
situation on the spot, and consider how the preposterous 
regulations of the Trianon Peace-Treaties were to be eliminated. 
This Commission would see that the charges against the 
Succession States, enumerated in the preceding book, are 
true to the smallest details. | 

It is not an empty saying but a truth, established 
by the most enlightened spirits of Western Europe — that 
Eastern Europe has been Balkanised, and Civilisation . 
thrown back for centuries. 3 | 

The only radical remedy would be the revision of : 
the Peace-Treaties. a 

The peace of the mind, the peace = the peoples — 
condemned to Slavery, cannot be reestablished without this. — 
Exasperation is a bad counsellor. The patience of the 
peoples has its limits. Peace can not continue long when 
some of the peoples are gaolers and others are prisoners. — 
Liberty and Civilisation are twinbrothers — they live and — 
die together. 

If the victors, in their dealings with the vanquished, 3 
are not influenced by Christian Charity and Humanism — — 
they ought to be influenced by their material and moral 
interests — by the solidarity of Nations. | i 

There can be no peace without justice, and the final ee 
victory of justice over violence is certain. - 

Justice makes free! 


VERITAS LIBERABIT! 
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